
had so much success using the 

title ôCaesarõ that by the early 

400s A.D. the Bishop of Rome 

began using similar claims for 

himself and exalted his position 

and parish above all others. 

Why people respond to and 

ultimately respect such claims is 

not understandable to me; but 

the fact that so many did is 

documented in history.  

The transfer of political and 

military clout to religious power 

found its optimal opportunity 

for transfer within 100 years of 

the conversion of the Roman 

emperor Constantine in 315 

A.D. As political Rome deterio-

rated in corruption and moral 

decay, religious Rome was ex-

panding with inverse propor-

tions. The connection became 

most apparent as the fort built 

for the protection of the Roman 

emperor on the island we know 

today as Vatican City, became 

co-occupied by religious Rome. 

As political Rome crumbled, 

religious Rome just stayed and 

took over the island and as 

much of the old Roman king-

dom as possible. 

King Henryõs schism with 

religious Rome gave himself the 

freedom he wanted but then he 

established the same kind of 

oppressions for religious Eng-

land he rebelled against. The 

big addition to the problem 

was that he declared himself as 

Iõve felt a special delight 

to be a part of this great 

country from the time when 

Mrs. Treister, my 1st grade 

teacher, taught us the mean-

ing of our flagõs colors. She 

explained that the colors dis-

play a reminder of the val-

ues, the valiant sacrifices, 

and the vision of the early 

European immigrants who be-

came the founding fathers of 

our nation. 

I learned to recognize our 

National Anthem and that I 

was supposed to stand when I 

heard it played or sung. I 

learned how our 1st flag 

came into being and the col-

ors in it that were chosen to 

represent our country. 

I remember hearing our 

flag referred to as our 

ônationõs colors.õ Weõve all 

learned that ôraising or flying 

our colorsõ is referencing our 

flag. 

When Mrs. Treister ex-

plained the colors in our flag 

she taught that the red stripes 

remind us of the lifeõs blood 

many soldiers sacrificed for 

our freedom. These valiant 

and brave soldiers essentially 

said by their actions, òGive 

me liberty or give me death.ó 

They fought a war to give us 

freedom from the oppressions 

they experienced in Europe. 

The freedom they sought 

was from oppression of gov-

ernments that saw the 

wealthy few essentially en-

slave the ôlittle peopleõ 

through excessive laws and 

taxation. First hand experi-

ence had shown them how 

political rulers had used 

ôreligionõ also to quell the 

masses and keep them in 

subservience.  

If we chart from the an-

cient Pharaohs of Egypt 

down through the present, 

weõll see a common pattern. 

The Egyptians were taught 

that the Pharaohs were 

godõs appointed leaders on 

earth. Either they obeyed 

the domination of the Phar-

aohs or they would be pun-

ished by the gods. Ironically 

the ones the gods had desig-

nated to interpret and carry 

out their wrath was the Phar-

aoh. The history of the abuse 

by religion doesnõt get any 

prettier as you map itõs 

movements across the con-

quered peoples and nations.  

The Caesars also taught 

the people that they were 

godõs designated voice and 

that at least one day each 

year they were required to 

confess his divinity and 

ôworshipõ him. From the reign 

of Augustus to that of Ha-

drian; the Roman emperors 

Land of the Red, White, and Blue 
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both the King of England 

and the head or Vicar of 

the Church of England. That 

combination was sure to 

give serious worshippers of 

the true and living God a 

head ache of migraine 

proportions! 

George Fox who was 

the founder of what today 

exists as the ôFriends Con-

gregationsõ preached 

against the discrepancies 

of the religion of King 

Henry so the people of 

England elected George to 

be their prime minister with 

the mandate to eradicate 

the problems of Englandõs 

state sponsored religion. 

Soon the people discov-

ered that George Fox had 

his own issues of power 

and control. Wow! How 

did any genuine faith in 

the true and living God 

survive all this corruption? I 

donõt have an explanation 

of how they did, but I have 

many examples to show 

that they did survive. 

Banning God was never 

the issue on the hearts of 

our countryõs founders; 

rather the issue of objec-

tion was the combining of 

religion and political 

power. We can certainly 

appreciate and agree 

completely with their ob-

jection and their goal of a 

faith that is free from the 

control of a political gov-

ernment and a government 

that is free from being con-

trolled by religion. It was 

never their goal to have 

freedom from religion but 

rather freedom of religion 

and we can certainly see 

why.  

Freedom from religion is 

at least as old as Nebu-

chadnezzar in Babylon. The 

problem is that man has an 

innate sense of god. So, as a 

god shaped vacuum is cre-

ated, there is a natural re-

sponse of seeking to fill it. 

Old Nebu-

chadnezzar 

decided to 

fill that vac-

uum with an 

idol of him-

self. 

In a simi-

lar fashion, 

Alexander 

ôthe Greatõ 

spread the 

message of 

Aristotle; 

that man is 

his own high-

est goal. It is the ôscience of 

the mindõ that proclaims, 

ôAnything you can imagine, 

you can accomplish.õ His mis-

sion now is to free the world 

of the oppressions caused 

by religion. The problem is 

that the worship of god will 

be replaced with something.  

In this case, it was with a 

worship of oneõs own self as 

their highest good. Now 

each person is theoretically 

free to do what is right in his 

own eyes. Alexanderõs own 

excesses and debaucheries 

were certainly as bad or 

even worse than what any 

religion could have caused.   

From this example and 

many others that could be 

mentioned, itõs completely 

understandable why state 

sponsored religions were 

especially distasteful to our 

founders. The Constitution 

and ôBills Of Rightsõ guaran-

tees freedom from allowing 

government and religion 

uniting forces to mandate 

compliance. 

The stripes of white on 

our flag are there to re-

mind us of our right to a 

faith of our own 

convictions rather 

than a religion 

directed by a 

government. By 

the way, during 

the ôgreat tribula-

tionõ spoken about 

in Revelation 

chapters 6-18, 

God tells us the 

evils foisted upon 

mankind during 

this time will be 

enforced by com-

bining government 

and religion!  

Listen to these amazing 

declarations:  

òWe the People of the 

United States, in order to 

form a more perfect Union, 

establish Justice, insure do-

mestic tranquility, provide 

for the common defense, 

promote the general Wel-

fare, and secure the Bless-

ings of Liberty to ourselves 

and our Posterity, do ordain 

and establish this Constitu-

tion for the United States of 

America.ó  

Our nationõs founders 

had their fill of governments 

who built kingdoms based 

on power rather than pro-

tection and provision. Our 

governmentõs concern must 

be for ôjustice for all.õ That 

Pastorõs article continued... 
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ôfor allõ includes widows, or-

phans, and all those who are 

unable to protect themselves 

from injustice. 

The USA is the 1st major 

government in the world with 

the stated goal of fairness 

and justice for all, and thatõs 

part of what that white stripe 

in our flag stands for.  

The field of blue that 

hosts the stars represented 

the acknowledgement that 

our rights and the sover-

eignty of the states them-

selves rest in the power of 

God in heaven. The field of 

blue is called by some as the 

color of the chief and thatõs 

possibly true; but the chief 

isnõt our President, our chief is 

the ruler of the heavens and 

the earth. 

I love seeing our flag held 

or displayed in honor. I love 

remembering that when we 

raise our flag, we are simul-

taneously raising our ôColorsõ 

and the Valor, Virtues, and 

Vision they represent. 

We see lots of abuses 

within our system but remem-

ber they didnõt presume they 

could establish a perfect un-

ion but rather a more perfect 

union than had been estab-

lished before.  

Enjoy celebrating your 

freedoms and remembering 

our colors this July 4th. 

Your Pastor, Marv 



the art media, you will see 

The Continentals as you 

have never seen them. You 

will be astounded by the 

professionalism and talent 

of these young artists, but 

more than that, you will re-

member the spiritual impact 

these young Christians will 

bring to our community for 

years to come. 

Monty Kelso is the head 

of the team. He served for 

20 years as the Director of 

Creative Communication 

and Worship Leader for 

Coast Hills Community 

Church in Aliso Viejo, Cali-

fornia. He ministered for 

many years as primary clini-

cian and worship leader 

for Maranatha! Music's 

Worship Leader Workshop 

teams and regularly par-

ticipated in various confer-

ences throughout the 

United States as a worship 

leader and conference 

speaker. He was the 

founding director of the 

Southern California Wor-

ship Institute (SCWI), from 

November 2001 until June 

2004.  

Leesa Belessi who is a 

kind of Chaplin for Ameri-

can Idol, Chris McPherson, 

7 years in the Disney en-

tertainment division, Tim 

Davis, the vocal arranger 

Continental Voices and 

Brass (comprised of tal-

ented individuals ages 18-

25) is the premiere vocal 

and instrumental group for 

Continental Ministries. The 

Continentals have focused 

all their attention on the 

hope that we have in Jesus 

Christ! If there is one thing 

this world needs now it is 

hope!  

This yearõs brand new 

production will include new 

contemporary modern mu-

sic hand picked by top in-

dustry professionals accom-

panied by a live band! 

Along with professional 

choreography and state of 

Continental Voices and Brass 
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for Glee, Chariya Bissio-

nette, new producer, trained 

in musical theater, a studio 

singer and song writer, and 

a new Media company in 

Orange County have all 

come under Montyõs superb 

leadership and have cre-

ated two new programs for 

both the Young Continentals 

and the Voices and Brass 

this summer. 

Donõt miss your opportu-

nity to see The Continentals 

present their concert for 

2010. Appearing Tuesday, 

July 6th.  This is a free con-

cert. Everyone is welcome so 

arrive early as seating is 

limited!  

The Egypt File: Decoding the Mystery of Life 
and pick up a CD of 

the music for $3.  Vol-

unteers, remember the 

VBS meeting at 12:30 

today in the Fellowship 

Hall.   

Written by Lori Henry, 

Childrenõs Director 

Mountain Bible Church 

will be presenting, The 

Egypt File, during the week 

of July 19-23, from 9:00-

noon.  Your kids wonõt want 

to miss a minute of this ex-

citing adventure!  They will 

solve an amazing mystery 

as they enjoy songs, crafts, 

games, goodies, and dra-

mas.  Admission is free and 

each day promises to be 

an awesome adventure.  

Kids, invite your friends and 

neighbors.  All children 

ages 4 years through the 

sixth grade can register 

today.  So stop by the t-

shirt table and register and 

get your t-shirt for only $7 

The House of Representatives 

published a book about the Seal 

and flag in 1977 which states; 

òOn July 4, 1776, the 

Continental Congress passed a 

resolution authorizing a 

committee to devise a seal for 

the United States of America. 

This mission, designed to reflect 

the Founding Fathers' beliefs, 

values, and sovereignty of 

the new Nation, did not 

become a reality until June 

20, 1782. In heraldic 

devices, such as seals, each 

element has a specific 

meaning. Even colors have 

specific meanings. The colors 

in the Great Seal did have 

specific meanings. Charles 

Thompson, Secretary of the 

Continental Congress, 

reporting to Congress on the 

Seal, stated: ôThe colors of 

the pales (the vertical 

stripes) are those used in the 

flag of the United States of 

America; White signifies 

purity and innocence, Red, 

hardiness & valor, and 

Blue, the color of the Chief 

(the broad band above the 

stripes) signifies vigilance, 

perseverance & justice.õ òThe 

star is a symbol of the 

heavens and the divine goal 

to which man has aspired 

from time immemorial. 

Our Great Seal 



Well I survived another 

great week at camp!  It 

seems like some a lot of work 

and hassle before, and at 

times during camp, but now 

that I have been home a 

week, my memories say it 

was so worth it.  So thank 

you all for what you did to 

make it possible. 

A total of 22 of us made 

our way to Pondo.  Although 

Kristen Achizger is on staff at 

Pondo for the summer, the 

camp freed her at times to 

spend time with us which was 

perfect.  This was my first 

year at Pondo.  It is much 

smaller then Hume Lake and 

that created a nice environ-

ment for us to get closer as a 

youth group 

while hav-

ing just as 

much fun 

and excite-

ment.  Donn 

and Carol 

Shy, who were in the area, 

stopped by to visit us on 

Tuesday.  What a great sur-

prise! 

A typical day started at 

7:30am and included morn-

ing worship and devotion, 

breakfast, morning chapel, 

and breakout sessions (Bible 

Study) with your cabin.  Then 

we had competition time 

among the cabins where we 

earned points in silly games, 

belly flops, memorizing scrip-

ture and clean cabins.  Our 

afternoon slowed down as 

we enjoyed lunch, quiet time 

and hours of free time until 

dinner.  After dinner we had 

a night chapel then, around 

10 at night, some more silly 

competitions. 

The theme this year was 

Morph ð Live, Love, Trans-

form, based on Romans 12:1

-2 and the life of Paul. 

I asked the youth to write 

about their experiences at 

campé 

Kaylee Lambert òIt was 

great how we worked hard a 

got second place overall in 

the competitions.ó 

Dylan Rose òI learned that 

we need to be transformed 

spiritually.ó 

Kristen Achizger òWe got 

to see Kristen!ó 

Counselor 

Heather 

Lange, 

òWell I 

think the 3 

things we 

covered, 

live, love and transform is 

key.  The fact that our gen-

eration is full of such a vari-

ety of people we as Christians 

learned to set an example 

and to not conform to those 

around us.  To love everyone, 

to not be hypocrites and to 

use our gift God has given 

us.ó 

Michaela Polacca, 

òAwesome activity, great 

worship and messages.ó 

Counselor Michael White 

said, òFood wasnõt too bad.  

The ôtransformõ message was 

great.  Darin [McWatters] 

(the guest speaker) was 

funny and seemed to reach 

the kids.  It was fun to have 

the Shyõs stop by.ó 

Rachel Veszpeller says 

òWell there was the manatee 

incident, (all 4 of them!) I 

learned that boys equate 

their hats to their souls 

(Mitchell!  Ha ha), and that 

no matter where you are in 

life, God will always bring 

you back to the place you 

started from-His place.ó 

Sydney Achizger said, 

òInspiring - to learn and be 

with other Christians often.  I 

want to run things like a 

camp. (Its funner and better 

that way.)ó 

I learned Paul traveled 

10,000 miles in his ministry 

which makes Acts 20:24 

even more powerful, I 

learned that there is an up 

and coming genera-

tion that wants to 

serve God with all 

their heart, soul, and 

mind.  I was encour-

aged once again by 

Godõs love to place 

the Boyd family in 

an awesome church family. 

The logo for Pondo is a 

pine tree.  Kristen 

Achziger was inspired 

to write a note that is 

really to us all.  

òWhen I think of a 

tree, I think of our 

human lives.  We start 

as a tiny seed.  And 

without love and 

Godõs mercy, we 

wither.  With a little 

A Great Big Pondo Thanks 
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TLC and faith, we can start 

to grow.  It takes a while 

to see branches budding, 

but as we grow stronger in 

our faith in Christ; our 

twigs become limbs that 

are strong and sturdy.  

And one day, our branches 

will bear leaves to shade 

broken lives.  Later, they 

will bear fruit, which leave 

seeds behind.  This process 

starts over. 

òGod gave MBC sev-

eral little trees (our youth 

group) for us to help 

grow.  Do not be discour-

aged by the Enemy, be-

cause some seeds are 

Sprouting as we speak. 

òThank you MBC for 

rooting me in Christ.ó  Love 

always, Kristen 

Submitted by Christy 

Boyd, Youth Director 

RUBY GILLIES, KAYLEE 

LAMBERT, BROOKE SASIA 

JUSTIN BIRKS 
DUSTIN 

WRIGHT 
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