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The Answer To Your Question?

Hearing someone ask a
good question and then wait
for the answer, is like hearing
the beautiful song of a bird
that's perched on the bough
of a nearby tree. It’s like
feeling the cool mist of the
ocean breeze on your face
right after driving several
hours through a scorching arid
desert. | love to hear good
questions and especially so
when | discern they really
want an answer. So often a
question asked is only an at-
tempt to make a statement.

The good kind of question
came up a while back re-
garding the aptness of ladies
speaking before our congre-
gation in church. This is one of
those great questions. Thanks
for asking and here is the an-
swer. | will stick fo 1 Timothy
2 since that contains the verse
at issue.

Let me affirm that 1 Timo-
thy 2:12 is translated correctly.

“I do not permit a woman
to teach or to exercise author-
ity over a man; rather, she is to
remain quiet.” 1 Timothy 2:12 (ESV)

The Greek word translated
‘or’ connects what could be
called a paraprosdokian.
That's a figure of speech in
which the latter part of a sen-
tence or phrase is surprising
or unexpected in a way that
causes the reader or listener

to reframe or reinterpret the
first part. This lets us know
the issue Paul is concerning
Tim about is that some
women will usurp the author-
ity of the man in charge of
the prayer and worship ser-
vice which is the ‘Pastor-
Teacher.’

15t and 2nd Timothy are a
minister’s manual written by
Paul to a new Pastor he is
mentoring. Minis-

that should look in our daily
lives.

The ‘Minister’s Manual’ of
15t and 2nd Timothy covers the
same teachings except the
applications are more specific.
Paul knows that Timothy does-
n’t need to go back over the
teachings of Romans 12; he
needs specifics on how to han-
dle specific problems. Tim
needed his mentor to speak
unambiguously,

ter's Manuals are
written very dif-
ferent than nov-
els. Novels are
story based while
Minister’s Manu-
als give as little
information as
possible about a
large number of
topics. Paul talks
to ‘Pastor-
Teacher’ (Eph 4:11)

1 “ URGE YOU, FIRST
OF ALL, TO PRAY FOR
ALL PEOPLE. AS YOU
MAKE YOUR REQUESTS,
PLEAD FOR GOD'S
MERCY UPON THEM,
AND GIVE THANKS...6
HE GAVE HIS LIFE TO
PURCHASE FREEDOM

FOR EVERYONE...”
1 TIMOTHY 2:1,6

leaving no ques-
tions unanswered.
Paul knew Tim was
asking a great
question and Tim
was going to wait
for the answer.
For Paul, this must
have been like
hearing the song
birds singing close
by; he must have
felt the refreshing

Timothy differ-
ently than he talked to the
general church. Romans
chapter 12 is where Paul
covers this same material for
the consumption of the
church.

The concern of both is a
Christian’s understanding
and applying the issues of
‘authority and submission.’ In
Romans, Paul starts with the
word picture of a ‘living sac-
rifice’ and then shows how

reinvigorating cool
mist of the ocean on his
parched and dry face. His
mentor was becoming the
‘Pastor-Teacher’ God had
called him to be.

Paul talks to his protégé
much like God talked to
Joshua. Both of these men are
affirmed as God’s chosen
leaders. Then they are ex-
horted to apply the authority
given to them; not because of
who they were but because of
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the God who chose them
and equipped them to
work in His Church. Both
Josh and Tim had to re-
solve the ‘authority /
submission’ issues in their
own lives before they
could lead God’s people
to resolution. Ironically,
neither of them had an
issue with ‘submission to
God’; their problem was
using the authority God
had vested in them.

Both Josh and Tim con-
fused humbleness and
meekness with weakness.
So, what Paul needs Tim to
see is how it works when
submission and authority
and humbleness and meek-
ness look when they are all
placed in a caldron; stirred
together.

Tim sinks a dipper into
the caldron’s mixture and
draws it out filled to the
brim. As he pours the mix-
ture out, he sees clearly
that the issue is not about
‘women verses men,’ it’s
about God’s love and com-
passion that all people
might be saved. It's about
humility by all and the fruit
it produces verses pride
and the fruit it produces.

Paul paints more of the
back drop for this discus-
sion and shows all the
church praying. This is of
highest importance for both
men and women. Men and
women are exhorted to
resolve their anger and
resentment issues before
they come together for
prayer. Romans 12:17-21
reveals the details of this
action.
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Prayer is an act of sub-
mission to God; leave it
there and don’t misuse
prayer seeking to accom-
plish selfish or vengeful
purposes. Don’t misuse
prayer in the congregation
to condemn someone in the
church or to sing one’s own
praises. Don’t confuse
one’s posture or the place-
ment of one’s hands with a
submissive and humble
heart before God. If your
praying is pleasing to
God, neither pride nor con-
demnation will result.
*Hands.: whether literal or
figurative refers to power;
especially in Hebrew, hand is

a means or instrument).
Strong's Greek & Hebrew Dictionary

Use prayer to express
your own submission to
God’s authority and to
plead for God’s mercies to
be upon all others. This is
good and pleases God.
Pray for the salvation of
others knowing this is God’s
great concern.

“Paul’s primary concern
in the text is not the posture
one assumes in prayer but the
inner attitude and lifestyle of
the one praying. “Holy
hands” is a call for deeds
that demonstrate the pure
life. The closing words of
this admonition, “without
anger or disputing,” refer to
the kind of soiling hands may
have. Both terms seem to
point to particular sins of the
false teachers. “Disputing”
means in general “thought,”

“opinion, ” or “reasoning.”
The College Press NIV Commentary
— 1, 2 Timothy & Titus

At issue are humility
and the fruit it produces

verses pride and the fruit
it produces.

People in the congrega-
tion can confuse a ‘Pastor-
Teachers’ submission to
God and resulting
‘Servants heart;’ his hum-
bleness and meekness with
weakness. As the ‘fangs’
of the wolves within the
church begin to show, at-
tempts to replace God'’s
chosen are sure to follow.
Thereby many a disheart-
ened ‘Pastor-Teacher,’ cho-
sen by God, step down to
make way for a self ag-
grandizing, congregation
approved and appointed,
leader.

The decision for a re-
placement begins. He is
most often selected from
those perceived to be the
most intellectual, those with
the strongest opinions, or
those who are the most
effective debaters. None
of these are worthy quali-
fications.

You at MBC have not
done this and | believe
the result has been God’s
blessings upon us. Con-
tinve as you have started
and God’s blessings on
us will remain.

“Obey your spiritual
leaders, and do what they
say. Their work is to watch
over your souls, and they
are accountable to God.
Give them reason to do this
with joy and not with sor-
row. That would certainly
not be for your benefit.”
Heb. 13:17 (NLT)

The picture Paul paints
shows the men and women

are not sitting together.
The women get the choice
back rows that are always
filled first in churches these
days. The men, like
‘Attention Deficit’ children,
are forced to sit in the front
rows. Oh the unfairness of it
all. That’s why the women
were not permitted to ask
questions or make comments
during the service. Order
and peace in a church ser-
vice are desired. No one is
to disrupt for the sake of
showing their superior think-
ing or reasoning skills.

Paul continues painting
and this time we see two
women. The first is in a
beautiful garden, the sec-
ond is in a humble stable.
These are important consid-
erations that must be fac-
tored into the church leader-
ship equation. First, women
are not to be the ‘Pastor-
Teacher’ of a church. Paul
refers to their susceptibility
to deception and uses Eve
as his example of reason.
Women are not forbidden
to teach men, they are for-
bidden to be the ‘Pastor-
Teacher’ of the church. They
must not decide what the
church is to believe thereby
exercising authority over the
men in leadership.

Then, the greatest honor
ever bestowed upon man-
kind is given to women.
Through a child born of a
woman, God sent a re-
deemer for fallen man.

There is a much bigger
picture on the backdrop that
Paul recognizes Timothy al-
ready knows. When the



Volume 23 Issue 7

Continued...

congregation is allowed to
read the ‘Minister’s Man-
ual’ God expects them to
use correct hermeneutics to
discern what it’s saying.
Example: If you say you're
going to run to the store. |
expect you to start a vehi-
cle and drive there. | don’t
expect you to take off run-
ning. Paul expects us to
use good discernment here
also.

| WILL WALK YOU
THROUGH THE SCRIPTURE

1. PRAYER IS AN ACT OF
SUBMISSION TO GOD. UN-
WILLINGNESS TO PRAY IS AN
ACT OF ARROGANCE

| urge you, first of all, to
pray for all people. Ask God
to help them; intercede on their
behalf, and give thanks for
them. 1 Timothy 2:1 (NLT)

2. PRAYING FOR
EARTHLY AUTHORITIES
HONORS GOD.

2"Pray this way for kings
and all who are in authority so
that we can live peaceful and
quiet lives marked by godliness
and dignity. 3 This is good and
pleases God our Savior...

3. GOD HUMBLED HIM-
SELF TO BRING SALVATION.

WE MUST HUMBLE OUR-
SELVES IN ORDER TO BE
SAVED.

...God our Savior 4wants eve-
ryone to be saved and to under-
stand the truth. 5 For there is only
one God and one Mediator who
can reconcile God and human-
ity—the man Christ Jesus. ¢ He
gave his life to purchase freedom
for everyone. This is the message
God gave to the world at just the
right time.

4. HARMONY; WHEN AU-
THORITY/SUBMISSION; AND
HUMILITY/MEEKNESS ARE
MIXED TOGETHER

Stop arguing and listen
while in church

7“And | have been chosen as
a preacher and apostle to teach
the Gentiles this message about
faith and truth. I'm not exagger-
ating—ijust telling the truth. 8 In
every place of worship, | want
men to pray with holy hands
lifted up to God, free from anger
and controversy. ? And | want
women to be modest in their
appearance. They should wear
decent and appropriate clothing
and not draw attention to them-
selves by the way they fix their
hair or by wearing gold or pearls
or expensive clothes. 10 For
women who claim to be devoted
to God should make themselves

Super Attendance

Congratulations to a
great group of youngstersl
This past month, Joseph and
Tony Cardiel, Aminah Fogle,
and Jonathan Geiger all re-
ceived super attendance

awards. This award is for
children, kindergarten
through 5th grade, who have
accumulated 12 weeks of
attendance. Thanks to the
dedication of their parents

attractive by the good things
they do. '’ Women should learn
quietly and submissively.

5. WOMEN ARE NOT PER-
MITED TO BE THE PASTOR -
TEACHER OF THE LOCAL
CHURCH.

Women are to be re-
spectful and learn quietly in
church just like the men. They
also are not permitted to
challenge the Pastor during
a church service.

12“| do not let women teach
men or have authority over them.
Let them listen quietly. 13 For God
made Adam first, and afterward
he made Eve. 4 And it was not
Adam who was deceived by Sa-
tan. The WOMAN WAS DECEIVED,
AND SIN WAS THE RESULT. 1 Timothy
2:12-14 (NLT)

6. THE SEED OF THE
WOMAN WILL BE THE SAVIOR
OF ALL MANKIND HIS NAME
SHALL BE CALLED JESUS

15°On the other hand, her
childbearing brought about sal-

vation, reversing Eve. But this
salvation only comes to those
who continue in faith, love, and

holiness, gathering it all into
maturity. You can depend on
this.” 1 Timothy 2:15 (MSG)

Your pastor, Marv

and their own enjoyment of
Sunday School they have
made coming to church a
priority. Good job you guys!

Lori Henry

THIS LITTLE STINKER
WALKED RIGHT INTO
THE PASTOR'’S
OFFICE RECENTLY. IT
WAS ABOUT
9:30AM, THE OFFICE
DOOR WAS OPEN
SO HE APPARENTLY
FELT IT WAS AN
OPEN INVITATION
TO COME IN. HE
SEEMED TO BE
COMPLAINING THAT
HIS FAMILY WASN'T
BEING MADE TO FEEL
WELCOMED IN TO
THE
NEIGHBORHOOD.
GO FIGURE!
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Sunday Fundays

Wow! What a blessing
the youth are to the Chil-
dren’s Ministry this summer
specifically; Heidi, Ruby,
Brooke, Dylan, Alexis, Leq,
Kaylee, Emilee, and
Megan. These youth have
completed all the
C.LA.S.S.’s and expressed
a desire to serve. It is so
rewarding to see their
spiritual growth.

This summer they are
teaming up and leading/
teaching the 10:30 chil-
dren’s church, hence, Sun-
day Fundays. Each week
there is a new theme and
the response has been tre-
mendously positive. Seems
everyone enjoys a little
wacky in their lives, any-
thing goes from mummys to
water games.

Beach Trip for Youth

The youth went to San
Clemente Beach June 20-
22. Pacific Coast Church,
were Tommy and Ashley
Ohmit call home, not only
opened their doors to allow
us to sleep in the church
and use the facilities, but
they planned a time of
worship through music and

Tommy & Ashley
Ohmit’s son

sharing of guest speakers.
We must not forget the
amazing games they set up
for us in their main sanctu-
ary! It was a wonderful
and meaningful time that
cost the students only $20.

But it was only possible
thanks to Tom and Linda
Lichtenwaldt that drove and
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If your children, ages
S5years-5th grade, haven't
had a chance to join in the
fun it’s not too late. We
still have many weeks left
and lots of goofy things to
do. The youth are doing an
outstanding job. | am per-
sonally very proud of their
dedication and preparation
each week. You guys rock!!!

Lori Henry, Children’s Director

chaperoned, Yvonne Dunlap
that shopped and planned
meals, the Mason’s that loaned
the youth their van, and Tommy
and Ashley who worked out the
many details that made this
trip awesome. Thanks to all!

Christy Boyd, Youth Director
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Matthew 5.5

Like a few others at
Mountain Bible Church, | join
the daily commute up and
down the mountain for work
every day. The drive al-
ways provides a good op-
portunity to observe the
good and bad aspects of
human nature on the high-
ways. Sadly one of the
most common traits is arro-
gance to the point at times it
seems a complete lack of
regard for anybody else on
the road to the point of
sometimes dangerous be-
havior to others while be-
hind the wheel.

| got to thinking about
the difference between the
arrogance displayed by
many on the road and the
politeness displayed by a
few. Politeness is many
times considered weakness
by the world, and is many
times confused with meek-
ness by the people of the
world. | am reminded that
meekness in Christ is not nec-
essarily weakness as viewed
by the word, but in actuality
is a great strength as from
my observations of some
great Christians in my life as
true meekness produces in-
ner peace. It is proof of
greatness of soul that only a
relationship with Christ can
provide. It comes from a
heart too great to be moved
by insults or even the diffi-
culties of life. It looks upon
Christ for its strength and
inner peace.

An example of this in my
life was borne out in the life
of Lilihantee, a little Lauje
lady living in the highlands
of Central Sulawesi, Indone-
sia. | first met Lilihantee

when | started flying sup-
plies into Lauje mission sta-
tion for missionaries Bonard
and May Whatley during
the Kurahasan or “War on
the Christians” that began in
the late 90’s and ended in
the mid 2000’s in Central
Indonesia.

Lilihantee would show up
at the mission house hopping
along on one leg supported
by a rough wooden crutch
that | later found out Bonard
had made for her. Lili was
always smiling, cheerful and
always wanted to engage
the missionaries in what
seemed to be lively conver-
sation. | did not speak
Lauge so | did not really
understand what she was
saying.

On one of my flights the
weather closed in on me and
| was not able to fly out as
usual, and around the dinner
table that night | was able
to ask Bonard and May
about Lili’s life story?
Bonard and May shared
that many years ago Lili
and her husband had been
some of the first believers in
the valley and had 4 chil-
dren. But as the years
passed her husband began
to walk down to the coast
and trade in the town that
was about a days walk
down the mountain for the
Lauge people. While there
he came in contact with the
local Muslim Imam or
teacher at the mosque and
through gifts from the Imam
and other means he con-
verted to Islam.

When he returned to the
village of Lauge he insisted

that Lili convert to Islam also,
but she refused to abandon
her precious Jesus, then the
beatings and abuse by her
husband began because she
refused to renounce her
faith. The more he beat the
more faithful she was to the
Lord and continued to tell
her neighbors of the good-
ness of her Jesus with ten-
derness and meekness that
can only come through great
suffering.

One night in a rage her
husband took a “parang” or
bush knife with a blade
about 18 to 20 inches long
and proceeded to hack on
her with it, he was only
stopped when other villag-
ers responded to her cries.
Her husband then aban-
doned her and her 4 chil-
dren and went down the
mountain, joined the Muslim
community, and married a
Muslim women.

Lili was carried by jungle
stretcher to the mission sta-
tion where May a nurse was
able to bandage and stabi-
lize her till the mission air-
plane could fly in the next
day and medi-vac her to
Palu the provincial capital,
and to the Salvation Army
hospital where the staff was
able to save her life but had
to amputate her leg.

She recovered and re-
turned to Lauge to take care
of her 4 children, this in-
volved working small gar-
den plots on the sides of
mountains on 20 to 35 de-
gree slopes hobbling on one
leg supported by a crude
wooden crutch as she works
the hard soil to eek out a

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”

substance living to take care
of her children.

Along the way she raised 4
children to follow the Lord,
praising God everyday for his
provisions and in talking with
May never uttered a word of
complaint about her lot in life,
all she wants to do is talk
about the wonderful things
that God did in her life
through his son Jesus Christ.

Every time | saw her for
the next 2 years worth of
flights | never saw her with a
sour look or in a bad mood,
she always radiated a quiet
joy and a deep sense of
peace and meekness in repre-
sented by Matthew 5.5 that |
have found in few places in
this world. God truly did raise
up one little lady named Lili-
hantee who demonstrated to
me what true meekness and
inner strength that a life in
Jesus Christ demonstrates. The
last time | saw Lili was April
2005 as | flew out of Lauge
for the last time. She was
hobbling across the soccer
field that served as a heli-pad
next to Bonard and Mays
house, a smile on her face no
doubt praising the Lord for his
goodness to her.

When | think | am having a
bad day or somebody cuts me
off and | feel like getting mad.
| find myself remembering
back to the lessons in meekness
as described in the scriptures
taught to me by a little na-
tional lady named Lilihantee
far away in the mountains of
Lauge village.

Written by Andy McCain



“DON'T WORRY
ABOUT WHO YOU
ARE, BUT WHOSE
YOU ARE.”

The Messenger

Bicycle Safety Day

Our sincere thanks to all
who supported bicycle
safety day, June 11th. We
had more than enough
bikes to keep us busy for
two hours more than we
had planned. In addition
to repairing the bikes and
performing a safety inspec-
tion, we instructed the kids
in how to put on a helmet,
and we gave them a

Gideon Bible too!

The Tehachapi Police
department did a fantastic
job working with each child
to ride the safety course
they set up in the parking
lot. They even brought
their police bikes by for us
to tune up!

We have followed up
with each visitor to thank

Yard Sale 2011

Our church yard sale
this year was a great suc-
cess. Raising $2,260 with
less items donated, shows
the wonderful generosity of
the community of Tehach-
api.

Heather Rose and
Tammy McCain work so
well as a team, that they
make the whole process run
smoothly.

We certainly would not
have been so successful
without the help of others.

COFFEE HOUSE - SUMMER

ATTENTION COFFEE PEOPLE, ART-KIDS, JESUS FREAKS, ETC. IT'S ABOUT TIME
WE HAD A SUMMER COFFEE HOUSE, AM | RIGHT?
COME OUT ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 6TH AND SUPPORT OUR YOUTH MINIS-
TRY (AND ENJOY A CUP-O-JOE MORE HEAVENLY THAN YOUR STARBUCKS

KNOWS WHAT TO DO WITH)!
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Too numerous to name,
please know that your
dedication and servant’s
hearts are truly appreci-
ated.

From the Yard Sale do-
nations, we have pledged
$1,000 to go to Karri
Fogle. Karri is adopting
her second child later this
year. She needs to raise
enough funds for her flight
to pick up her new daugh-
ter from China.

Currently, to help raise

them for coming, and to
invite them to our church.

We could not have ac-
complished this event with-
out the willingness, hard
work, and dedication of so
many. Thank you!

The Missions Team

more funds for Karri, we
are collecting plastic bottles
and aluminum cans to recy-
cle and Karri has supplied
Chinese take-out containers
for collecting pocket
change. We hope you will
bring your recycling to
church this month and fill a
Chinese take-out box with
pocket change. Every little
bit will help.

Thank you for all your
help, donations, and sup-
port.
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Forget health food.
I'm at an age where I need
all the preservatives

I can get.

A LITTLE BOY WAS IN
A RELATIVE'S
WEDDING. AS HE
WAS COMING
DOWN THE AISLE, HE
WOULD TAKE TWO
STEPS, STOP, AND
TURN TO THE
CROWD. WHILE
FACING THE CROWD,
HE WOULD PUT HIS
HANDS UP LIKE
CLAWS AND ROAR.
SO IT WENT, STEP,
STEP, ROAR, STEP,
STEP, ROAR, ALL THE
WAY DOWN THE
AISLE.

AS YOU CAN

IMAGINE, THE

HARD WORK SPOTLIGHTS THE CHARACTER OF PEOPLE: SOME TURN UP THEIR CROWD WAS NEAR
SLEEVES, SOME TURN UP THEIR NOSES, SOME DON’T TURN UP AT ALL... TEARS FROM

)

.\Q DAY.

0{' FOR A LARGE TURN OUT OF PEOPLE TO HELP ON THIS

LAUGHING SO HARD
BY THE TIME HE

(} JULY 30 - CHURCH WORK DAY REACHED THE PULPIT.
S WE HAVE A LIST OF ITEMS THAT ARE IN NEED OF WHEN ASKED WHAT
S~ REPAIR, PAINTING, OR CLEANING. WE ARE PRAYING HE WAS DOING, THE

CHILD SNIFFED AND
SAID, "I WAS BEING
THE RING BEAR."

For Help and Answers

Call the church office--A A A A A A A -A8RTT7541
Crisis Prayer request$ fi fi-fiCall Christine, 8228849

Student Ministries (Junior High to Colleg&j822-7541
Membership/Baptism---f i i i A A A f-ASRZA7541
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