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God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me.”   
Galatians 2:20 (NLT)  
“For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life through 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
Romans 6:23 (NLT) 
“That is why the Good 
News was preached to 
those who are now 
dead—so although they 
were destined to die like 
all people, they now live 
forever with God in the 
Spirit.” 1 Peter 4:6 (NLT) 
“God showed how much 
he loved us by sending his 
one and only Son into the 
world so that we might 
have eternal life through 
him.” 1 John 4:9 (NLT) 

     Spring rains restore our 
hope that God has remem-
bered us and His blessings 
still rest upon us.  Prophets 
and Poets alike have used 
rain metaphorically as evi-
dence of God’s blessing.   
 

“The Sovereign LORD will 
show his justice to the na-
tions of the world. Every-
one will praise him! His 
righteousness will be like a 
garden in early spring, 
with plants springing up 
everywhere.” Isaiah 
61:11 (NLT) 

     It’s raining today and it’s 
predicted to rain or snow 
for the next few days.  For 
Tehachapi, nothing could be 
more appreciated. We 
have been held under siege 
by the drought for a dec-
ade. Droughts attack every 
aspect of life and beauty 
without regards to its value. 
e.g. Thousands of majestic 
pine and fir trees have suc-
cumbed to the infestation of 
beetles who flourish during 
a drought. This rain may not 
end the drought but at least 
it moves the meter in the 
right direction. 
     The spring rains service 
the dry, dead grasses of the 
mountains producing lush 
pasture for all quadruped-
al, ruminant mammals; e.g. 
Elk, Deer, as well as cattle 
and sheep.  It’s as miracu-
lous to watch the hills and 
mountains turn from golden 
brown into an opulent velvet 
green, as seeing a rainbow 
appear through the rain.   
     Thousands of cattle are 
already disembarking on 
the mountains and are like a 
beautiful décor all over the 
mountain-sides, as they en-
joy the grasses that were 
dead but are now alive and 
lavish.  This is another of 
God’s miracles. I know we 

see this every year after 
significant rain falls but, It’s 
still a miracle.   
Whether it’s on the moun-
tain-sides or in my own 
garden, I love remember-
ing that every seed has to 
die before the potential 
life inside it can be re-
leased and sprout forth.   
Jesus used this same word 
picture to teach His believ-
ers.   
     It’s a miracle everyone 
can experience by receiv-
ing Christ’s death on their 
behalf and His offer of 
New Life by believing that 
Christ arose from the dead 
after His death and burial.  
“If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be 
saved. (10) For it is by be-
lieving in your heart that 
you are made right with 
God, and it is by confess-
ing with your mouth that 
you are saved. Romans 
10:9-10 (NLT)  
Note a few of more verses:  

“My old self has been 
crucified with Christ. It is 
no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me. So I 
live in this earthly body 
by trusting in the Son of 
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“Truth springs up from 
the earth, and right-
eousness smiles down 
from heaven.” Psalm 
85:11 (NLT) 

     In a mountain commu-
nity we are all aware that 
with the blessing of the 
rain we face the dangers 
of flash flooding and or 
mud slides! Most blessings 
come with a caution.  Re-
member, the same rain 
that causes the grasses to 
flourish also causes the 
thorns and thistles to grow 
and flourish.  
     When being held hos-
tage by a drought; Chris-
tians and even non-
Christians begin praying 
earnestly that the Lord of 
the heavens will send 
forth the Spring rains in 
their season. During pros-
perity, few seem to pray 
with the same earnestness; 
even Christians.  

“Though the wicked 
sprout like weeds and 
evildoers flourish, they 
will be destroyed forev-
er.” Psalm 92:7 (NLT) 
“Trust in the LORD and 
do good. Then you will 
live safely in the land 
and prosper. (4) Take 
delight in the LORD, and 
he will give you your 
heart’s desires. (5) Com-
mit everything you do to 
the LORD. Trust him, and 
he will help you. (6) He 
will make your inno-
cence radiate like the 
dawn, and the justice of 
your cause will shine like 
the noonday sun. (7)  Be 

still in the presence of 
the LORD, and wait pa-
tiently for him to act. 
Don’t worry about evil 
people who prosper or 
fret about their wicked 
schemes. Psalm 37:3-7 
(NLT)  

When God’s blessings 
fall upon the believers, it 
falls upon unbelievers as 
well.  Weeds and evildo-
ers flourish also. The ad-
monition to not allow the 
prosperity of the evil do-
ers get us down or dis-
couraged is strengthened 
and encouraged by 
god’s   promised purpose 
that they will be both 
revealed and destroyed!   
 “Open up, O heavens, 
and pour out your right-
eousness. Let the earth 
open wide so salvation 
and righteousness can 
sprout up together. I, the 
LORD, created them.” 
Isaiah 45:8 (NLT) 

     Reading 1 Kings 18, 
we could almost be read-
ing the daily news. Elijah 
is confronting the Israelites 
with the very issue of rain 
and drought.  Rain had 
not fallen on the land of 
Israel for two and a half 
years.  The drought had 
caused severe hardship 
upon all the land. It was 
at that time Elijah con-
fronts the Israelites like 
this:   

“Then Elijah approached 
all the people and said, 
“How long will you hesi-
tate between two opin-
ions? If Yahweh is God, 

follow Him. But if Baal, 
follow him.” But the 
people didn’t answer 
him a word.” 1 Kings 
18:21 (HCSB)  
Let’s do better than they 
did. Let’s answer the 
Lord with a resounding;       

Just remember that God 
allows the wheat and the 

tares to grow together 
until the time of the har-
vest. At that point they 
are separated and the 
tares are both separated 
from the wheat and de-
stroyed forever.  

“… Deep in your hearts 
you know that every 
promise of the LORD 
your God has come 
true. Not a single one 
has failed! Joshua 
23:14 (NLT) “So be 
very careful to love the 
LORD your God.” Josh-
ua 23:11 (NLT) “So 
fear the LORD and 
serve him wholeheart-
edly. Put away forever 
the idols your … Serve 
the LORD alone. Joshua 
24:14 (NLT)  
“Praise the LORD who 
has given rest to his 
people Israel, just as he 
promised. Not one word 
has failed of all the 
wonderful promises he 
gave through his servant 
Moses. 1 Kings 8:56 
(NLT) (Note 2 Kings 
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10:10)    
“Know, then, that not a 
word the LORD spoke 
against the house of 
Ahab will fail, for the 
LORD has done what He 
promised through His 
servant Elijah.” 2 Kings 
10:10 (HCSB)  
     “God’s law was giv-
en so that all people 
could see how sinful 
they were. But as peo-
ple sinned more and 
more, God’s wonderful 
grace became more 
abundant. (21) So just as 
sin ruled over all people 
and brought them to 
death, now God’s won-
derful grace rules in-
stead, giving us right 
standing with God and 
resulting in eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Romans 5:20-21 
(NLT)  
 I give them eternal life, 
and they will never per-
ish. No one can snatch 
them away from me, 
John 10:28 (NLT)  
“And this is the way to 
have eternal life—to 
know You, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, 
the one you sent to 
earth.” John 17:3 (NLT) 
  
 

Have a great April, 

Your Pastor,  

Marv 

 

 

“WE WILL FOLLOW 
THE LORD  

BECAUSE HE IS 
THE ONLY TRUE 
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For Help and Answers 
Call the church office-----——————-—————-----822-7541 

Crisis Prayer requests————--------—Call Carol, 822-5479 

Change address or phone———————————---822-7541 

Doctrinal questions-----——————-–————--------822-7541 

Wedding questions----———————-————---------822-7541 

Hospital visits----------------——————————-—-------822-7541 

Counseling Information--———–———————-------822-7541 

Child dedication Service -———————————-----822-7541 

Student Ministries (Junior High to College)---—-822-7541 

Membership/Baptism-----———————————------822-7541 

Special Events  

 

 

 

Dress a Girl & Craft 

workshop  
Come and enjoy a day of sewing 

and making crafts. April 21, Satur-

day 11:00am - 3:00pm in the Fel-

lowship Hall. Lunch will be provid-

ed as well. POC is Debbie Schmidt , 

Linda Harris or you can call the of-

fice. 

A BUSINESSMAN ON HIS 

DEATHBED CALLED HIS 

FRIEND AND SAID, 

“BILL, I WANT YOU TO 

PROMISE ME THAT 

WHEN I DIE, YOU WILL 

HAVE MY REMAINS 

CREAMATED.” “AND 

WHAT HIS FRIEND 

ASKED, “DO YOU WANT 

ME TO DO WITH YOUR 

ASHES?” THE BUSINESS 

MAN SAID, “JUST PUT 

THEM IN AN ENVELOPE 

AND MAIL THEM TO 

THE INTERNAL REVE-

NUE SERVICE. WRITE 

ON THE ENVELOPE, 

‘NOW, YOU HAVE  

EVERYTHING.’” 

Thank you Neya and all the ladies in the 
kitchen for making and serving a delicious 
lunch for "Lets Eat Cafe" and to Lori and 
Bruce Crespo for calling the Bingo game. 
As always the food, service and fun was 
great.  
Everyone that came out to the "Lets Laugh" 
night had some good chuckles along with 
lots of popcorn. Thank you to Bob Winger 
for a great prayer and intro into the even-
ing. 
Special Events,  Cheryl Gusbeth 
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Happy Spring 

A trip to a local feed store 
will instantly signal the sounds 
of SPRING, as you are at-
tacked by the chirping of hun-
dreds of baby chickens, ducks 
and turkeys!  Personally, I 
have only been raising chick-
ens for a year, and have 

learned so much, including the 
fact that the United States 
Postal Service has been deliv-
ering newborn chickens by 
mail all across this country. I 
don’t know how long they’ve 
been doing that, I could find 
evidence as far back as 
1918, so suffice it to say, for 
a very long time! I ordered 
my chickens by air mail this 
year, and have marveled at 
the great diversity of chickens 
that God Has Made! This 
“Turken” (not part Turkey, just 
named for the bare neck he 
has that is like a turkey) re-
minded me that GOD LOVES 
US ALL! As Matthew 10: 29 
(NIV) says, “Are not two spar-
rows sold for a penny? Yet not 
one of them will fall to the 

ground outside your Father’s 
care.” May God continue to 
Bless you and your family this 
wonderful Springtime! 
 
“RESURRECTION CELEBRA-
TION” 

By the time you read 
this, we will already have had 
our “RESURRECTION CELEBRA-
TION” on Thursday, March 29, 
2018, but as I am writing this 
we are looking forward to a 
wonderful afternoon with chil-
dren from 1st through 5th grade 
as we celebrate Easter from 
1:45 pm through 4:10 pm. 
What a great couple of hours 
filled with Fun Activites, Fun 
Lessons, Fun Snacks and Fun 
Games!  Thank you to all of 
you who have helped with this 
event: Ryan Beaumont, Marilyn 
Berg, Lori Henry, Sheila Knight, 
Brenda Lovenguth, Daniella 
Perry, Lorainne Smith, Selena 
Smith, Jesus Smith, Dylan 
Shelikh, Matthew Shelikh, Carol 
Weston and anyone else that 
came to help after I wrote this 
article! 
 
SUMMER CHURCH CAMP 
FOR 3rd – 6th Grade (kids cur-
rently in 2nd-5th Grade) 

We are excited to send 
our older elementary kids to 
church camp this summer at An-
geles Crest Christian Camp.  
We will drive the kids to camp 
on Sunday, July 8th and bring 
them back to you on Thursday, 

July 12th.  There will be at least 
two adults from our church on 
the trip, and there is superior 
staffing at Angeles Crest, as 
well.  The theme at camp is 
“Road Trip” as they follow the 
life of the Apostle Paul, who 
took a road trip that changed 
his life, and they will help the 
campers see how they need to 
live life on their own personal 
“road trip.”  Inspired!  The cost 
is $320.00, and there is still 
time to make a deposit and sign 
up.  Six kids have signed up al-
ready, and you will want to join 
the fun! See me (Kerin Bowen) 
or Cheryl Gusbeth (our MBC Ac-
tivities Director) who is organiz-
ing\coordinating the camp trip 
for more information. 
 
SUMMER VBS: “Shipwrecked: 
Saved By Jesus!” 

It is time to start looking 
to our summer events and you 
should put this one on your cal-
endar! Vacation Bible School 
will take place at MBC from 
Monday, July 16th through Fri-
day, July 20th. The theme this 
year is “SHIPWRECKED: Saved 
By Jesus!” and it will be an 
awesome week!  The program is 
for everyone from Kindergarten 
through 5th grade, and of 
course, we will need help from 
everybody else!  It will be awe-
some! 
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Human Responsibility by Pastor Frost 
side of the coin we 

want them also to trust 

the Lord and rely on 

Him to take care of our 

needs as He has prom-

ised. 

  

Here is a question 

many ask, “Who runs 

my life?” Have you ev-

er thought about this 

question? A typical 

Christian answer is 

“God does.” This is 

true, however, only par-

tially. Let's consider for 

a moment that the right 

answer to the question 

of who runs my life 

could be “I do through 

the Holy Spirit's ena-

blement.” At first this 

may seem like a contra-

diction, but after ex-

ploring what the Bible 

teaches about human 

volition and freedom, 

we will see that self-

control is no contradic-

tion to God's sovereign-

ty and plan for your 

life. Matter of fact, self-

control is evidence to 

the fruit produced by 

the Holy Spirit in your 

life. 

Let me first establish 

the fact that self-control 

is a biblical concept. 

Consider what Paul 

wrote in Galatians 5:22

-23, “But the Holy 

Spirit produces this 

kind of fruit in our 

lives: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-

control. There is no law 

against these things.” 

The word “self-

control” is a compound 

word in Greek made up 

of the preposition “in” 

and the 

noun “power.” In other 

words, it refers to an 

inner-power to restrain 

one's emotions, impuls-

es, or desires. Peter 

tells us that we are to 

"make every effort" to 

grow in self-control (2 

Pet. 1:5-8). Self-control 

is also a requirement 

for leadership in the 

church (Titus 1:8). 

Learning to control 

oneself takes due dili-

gence, but the good 

news for believers is 

that God is hard at 

work to produce it in 

us.   

After examining these 

three passages, we can 

conclude that having 

self-control is God's 

will for our life. Not 

only is self-control a 

biblical concept, the 

Holy Spirit is at work 

to produce it in us, and 

we are to cooperate 

Is Self - Control God’s 

will for my life?  

Part 1 

 

One evening a young 

man sat looking up at 

the stars and asked God, 

“What is a million years 

to you?” A light shined 

down on the young man 

and he heard a voice 

from the clouds saying, 

“A million of your years 

is like one second to 

me, my son.” He then 

asked God, “What is a 

million dollars to you?” 

The voice replied, “A 

million of your dollars 

is like one penny to 

me.” The boy got crea-

tive and asked, “Can I 

get one of your pen-

nies?” The Lord an-

swered, “Sure son, just 

one second!” As humor-

ous as this sounds, as 

youngsters we learn 

quickly there are things 

we are in control of, and 

there are things we have 

no control. The key to 

Christian maturity is 

knowing the difference. 

What many parents and 

grandparents would 

love their children and 

grandchildren to learn 

early on is the value of 

working hard and han-

dling money wisely. 

However, on the other 

with Him by making 

every effort to grow 

in this area of our life. 

Only then will we be 

most productive and 

useful to the Lord.  

 

Next month we will 

explore the creation 

story in Genesis 

chapters 1-3 and learn 

that we are responsi-

ble for our decisions.   
 
P.S. 

 A new movie called 

Fragments of Truth hits 

movie theaters on April 

24, about the accuracy 

of the scriptures. My 

professor, Dr. Dan 

Wallace, will be fea-

tured in it. Attached is a 

link and trailer write 

up: 
Here is the link: https://
www.fathomevents.com/
events/fragments-of-
truth?
utm_source=SilverpopM
ailing&utm_medium=em
ail&utm_campaign=pro
mo-
fragmen-
tsoftruth&utm_content=f
aithlife_fltv_fragments_a
nnouncement 
 

https://www.fathomevents.com/events/fragments-of-truth?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=promo-fragmentsoftruth&utm_content=faithlife_fltv_fragments_announcement
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https://www.fathomevents.com/events/fragments-of-truth?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=promo-fragmentsoftruth&utm_content=faithlife_fltv_fragments_announcement
https://www.fathomevents.com/events/fragments-of-truth?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=promo-fragmentsoftruth&utm_content=faithlife_fltv_fragments_announcement
https://www.fathomevents.com/events/fragments-of-truth?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=promo-fragmentsoftruth&utm_content=faithlife_fltv_fragments_announcement
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https://www.fathomevents.com/events/fragments-of-truth?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=promo-fragmentsoftruth&utm_content=faithlife_fltv_fragments_announcement
https://www.fathomevents.com/events/fragments-of-truth?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=promo-fragmentsoftruth&utm_content=faithlife_fltv_fragments_announcement
https://www.fathomevents.com/events/fragments-of-truth?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=promo-fragmentsoftruth&utm_content=faithlife_fltv_fragments_announcement


Is venting biblical? 

 

When wronged, it’s tempting to tell the world about our injustice, although in the Christian 

community, we like to cloak it as a prayer request, venting, or seeking wise counsel. 

But is venting biblical or could it, in fact, lead to destructive division in the body of Christ? 

 

Consider Ephesians 4:29 

 

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 

building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

According to this verse, we need to guard our words carefully, speaking only words that 

“build others up” and “benefit those who listen.” 

We must remember it is not about us – our feelings, rights, or vindication.  It is about knowing 

Christ and making Him known. 

The greatest way we make Christ known is through love and Christian unity. 

Why does Paul urge us to guard our words and purify our hearts? 

 

Ephesians 4:3-4 reads: 

 

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  There is one 

body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called. 

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit. 

When we vent, our goal usually is not to seek peace for the situation, as verse 3 commands, 

but instead, to make ourselves feel better.  But at what cost? 

Our listener only hears one side, and most often:  the “offending party” is not given a chance 

to defend themselves.  Often, without meaning to, our listener is prone to develop judgements 

based on what they hear.  Unfortunately, the “offending party” often learns of this and be-

comes uncomfortable around all involved.  This creates ripples of disunity that lead to distrust 

and that often cannot be repaired. 

This might be why Jesus laid out clear instructions on how to handle conflict in Matthew 

18:15: 

 

If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.  

If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 

He didn’t say “Gather your prayer group and rehash the situation.” 

Nor did He say, “Vent to your friends so you can ‘get it off your chest’ and feel better.” 

No.  He admonished us to keep the matter “between the two of you.” 

According to Scripture, when wronged, the first thing we must do is address the  

GOSSIP VS VENTING:  IS THERE A DIFFERENCE? 
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individual, keeping the matter between us. If the matter still isn’t resolved, we are to 

move to the next step. 

 

Matthew 18:16 NIV reads: 

 

But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be estab-

lished by the testimony of two or three witnesses’. 
Basically, we are to keep the issue between as few people as possible, making sure to include 

the individual.  That’s not to say we can’t ask others to pray for us nor that we can’t seek ad-

vice, but when doing so, we should keep things on a “need to know” basis. 

Most often, our prayer group doesn’t need to know the story.  It is often enough to say, “I’m 

experiencing conflict with another individual and need wisdom as to how to address this.”  Of-

tentimes, names won’t even need to be mentioned, because remember, God greatly values uni-

ty and longs for us to do the same. 

 

WHEN DEALING WITH RELATIONAL CONFLICT: 

 

Pray  If you feel the need to vent, vent to God.  He’s the only One who truly sees the situa-

tion – in its entirety and knows how best to handle it.  Only He can change a heart- ours 

and our offenders.  (For a biblical example of this, study the life of David and the 

Psalms he wrote.  You’ll notice David frequently poured his heart out to God honestly 

but never “vented” about Saul to others.) 

Protect Unity  When sharing prayer requests, ask yourself – is it important to share the in-

dividual’s name or every detail of the event? Do I have any un-Christ-like motives lin-

gering beneath my request? If so, perhaps you should remain quiet. 

Address the individual first  This takes courage and humility, but it is an example of 

humble, courageous obedience and one that places us and the situation squarely in 

God’s hands. 

If, upon addressing the individual, the issue is still not resolved, ask one or two to 

help. 

Pray  Conflict hurts.  Hurts lead to bitterness and anger, which can lead to disunifying mal-

ice and slander.  Through each step of this process, we must continually unveil our 

hearts to God, asking Him to purify us of all unrighteousness and selfishness. 

Practice Patience  Some issues take time to resolve.  Be patient and persistent, making 

sure to cloak your words and actions in love. 

Know When To Let It Go  Romans 1:18 says, “As far as it depends on you, live at peace 

with everyone.”  Unfortunately, peace doesn’t always depend on us.  Our job is to obey.  

The rest is up to God.  

 

Jennifer A. Slattery  @  internetcafedevotions.com 


