
He teaches us by his actions 

that when we are tempted to 

sin our first line of defense 

should be the Bible. He did 

not rely on any resources that 

are not equally available to 

us today.  

 

Jesus responds to each temp-

tation by saying, “It is writ-

ten.” We learn that God’s 

method of communicating 

his thoughts to us is through 

the process of having them 

written down, studied, and 

applied from generation to 

generation. A single word in 

Greek translates this phrase 

“It is written.” It is in the 

perfect tense in Greek which 

communicates the idea that 

what was written in the past 

has present results and has 

abiding application. We 

might paraphrase the words 

of Jesus and bring the mean-

ing out this way: The Scrip-

tures that were written long 

ago are applicable for us to-

day and its authority is bind-

ing.  

In the next several Messen-

ger articles I would like to 

expound on the reliability 

and trustworthiness of the 

Bible. We will briefly inves-

tigate several Bible passages 

that help us discover what 

was Christ’s view of it. If we 

are going to be more Christ-

like, then we must adopt his 

viewpoint of God’s word. 

Jesus taught that the Bible is 

reliable, historically true, and 

that every word of it is trust-

worthy.  

 

Our first example in Scrip-

ture that we will look at is 

found in the passage that de-

scribes the temptation of Je-

sus (Matt. 4:1-11). In all of 

the Gospel accounts the 

temptation follows immedi-

ately after the account of Je-

sus’s baptism. This is signifi-

cant because Satan is testing 

the truthfulness of God the 

Father’s statement in which 

He said, “This is my beloved 

Son in whom I am well 

pleased.” The question which 

the temptation of Jesus an-

swers is, “Can Jesus be per-

suaded to do something 

that would displease His 

Father?” The temptations 

prove that Israel’s king is 

without sin.  

 

The testing was a direct 

result of God’s will for Je-

sus’s life. This is expressed 

in the passive verb “was 

led” which shows the direc-

tion God led him, and by 

the passive infinitive “to be 

tempted” which reveals the 

purpose God led him which 

was to be tested. Jesus was 

not in the wilderness by 

mere happenstance. Where 

He was and who He en-

countered were by divine 

plan.  

 

When Jesus was tempted 

by the devil in Matthew 4:1

-11 he appealed to the 

Scriptures. An accurate 

handling the word of God 

was his single defense 

against the attack of Satan. 
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Temptation of Satan Implication Response of Jesus 

Make Bread Inappropriate Self-reliance Deut. 8:3 

Dare God (misapplied Ps. 

91:11-12) 

Inappropriate Dependence Deut. 6:16 

Commit Idolatry Inappropriate Compromise Deut. 6:13 
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What Was Jesus’s View of the Scriptures? (cont.) 
The portion of Scripture that Jesus 

quotes first comes from Deut. 8:3, 

which reads, “And He humbled 

you and let you hunger and fed you 

with manna, which you did not 

know, nor did your fathers know, 

that He might make you know that 

man does not live by bread alone, 

but man lives by every word that 

comes from the mouth of the 

LORD.” The “bread” refers to the 

manna that God provided Isreal to 

test their faith.  Today the “bread” 

represents anything other than the 

word of God, such as the 

necessities of life (home, clothing, 

food, health).  Life’s necessities 

alone are not enough to sustain an 

individual without being coupled 

by an accurate knowledge of the 

word of God and obedience to it. 

God brings situations and allows 

events in our lives to teach us this 

important lesson: Everything else 

is relative in comparison to trusting 

God and His written word. 

 

Notice Jesus said people should 

live by “every word” that comes 

out of the mouth of God and not 

“some words.” The prepositional 

phrase “through the mouth of God” 

communicates that the Bible is 

inspired by God and has been 

written and preserved for us.  The 

word “Christian” is hard to define 

because it is only used three times 

in the New Testament and is used 

pejoratively. However, the word 

disciple can be defined and is the 

word Jesus uses to describe his 

followers. A disciple is one who 

engages in learning. A disciple of 

Christ is one who studies the 

Scriptures in order to know how to 

live and love like Jesus. 

 

In the second temptation Satan 

quotes Psalm 91:11-12 in order to 

get Jesus to act rashly. Satan uses 

Scripture! Of course, Satan’s 

strategy is always the 

misapplication of Scripture. He 

uses Scripture in such a way to 

contradict other Scripture. Jesus 

again counters Satan’s attempt to 

get Him to sin by quoting Scripture 

accurately. He had obviously spent 

much time observing Scripture and 

knew how to interpret it wisely. He 

appeals to Deut. 6:16 and gives us 

another example of relying on the 

word of God to help us when we 

are vulnerable and in need. In the 

third temptation Satan tempts Jesus 

to seek a crown without the cross. 

Jesus again appeals to Scripture 

and rejects Satan’s offer by 

reminding him that only God is to 

be worshipped and served. 

 

Satan’s strategies haven’t changed. 

His attacks are personal and entice 

us to be relevant apart from the 

word of God. They seduce our 

desires to be spectacular, and 

allure to our desire to be powerful. 

We learn from Jesus that when we 

are tempted, we should appeal to 

Scripture because it has abiding 

authority in our life. Instead of 

inappropriate self-reliance we 

should trust the word, and instead 

of inappropriate actions in order to 

get results we should depend on 

the Lord, and instead of 

compromising with evil to be 

successful we should worship God 

alone and serve Him. Jesus 

authenticated the Bible we study as 

being reliable, true, and applicable 

for all of life. 

 

Sara and I want to express our 

sincere gratitude and appreciation 

for all of you. Thank you for 

making us feel at home at 

Mountain Bible Church these past 

6 months. We hope you all had a 

very Merry Christmas and have a 

Happy New Year. 

 

  Pastor Frost 
 
 

“Man does 

not live by 
bread alone, 
but man lives 

by every 
word that 

comes from 
the mouth of 
the LORD.”  

Deut. 8:3 
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Science And God 
Science is defined as a branch 
of knowledge or study dealing 
with a body of facts or truths 
systematically arranged and 
showing the operation of 
general laws: the 
mathematical sciences.  The 
question then becomes where 
did these systematic truths and 
mathematical sciences come 
from? 
 
Stephen Hawking, a well 
known atheist, examined the 
question before his death: 
What of our humanity do we 
owe to God, and what do we 
owe to scientific process? The 
answer, he bluntly wrote, is 
that "there is no God. No one 
directs the universe." 
 
It’s interesting that main stream 
media (MSM) often portrays 
creation versus evolution as 
science versus religion, with 
creation being religious with 
evolution being scientific.  The 
ironic twist is that creationists 
are those that have solid 
empirical basis for the law of 
nature or the law of physics, 
while the evolutionists are left 
clinging to their convictions by 
hope.   
 
So what do you think God 
thinks of evolutionists?  Paul in 
Romans says it best in Rom 
1:21-23  For even though they 

knew God, they did not honor 
Him as God or give thanks, but 
they became futile in their 
speculations, and their foolish 
heart was darkened. 22 
Professing to be wise, they 
became fools, 23 and 
exchanged the glory of the 
incorruptible God for an 
image in the form of 
corruptible man and of birds 
and four-footed animals and 
crawling creatures. 
 
This, Paul wrote 1800 years 
before Charles Darwin came 
on the scene.  Todays view of 
science wasn’t always true.  To 
quote from Johannes Kepler 
who is best known for his laws 
of planetary motion, “The 
chief aim of all investigations 
of the external world should 
be to discover the rational 
order and harmony which has 

been imposed on it by God.”   
 
As Lambert Dolphin writes in 
Origins of the Solar System 
and the Uniqueness of 
Creation Week,  “According to 
Genesis, God first created 
space, time and matter on the 
First Day. Then He created 
light (energy). These four, 
basic, constituent "elements" 
were then used to construct a 
universe. The physical universe 
was molded, formed fashioned 
and filled during six days. The 
earth was formed in the midst 
of the primal waters on the 
First Day---the sun, moon and 
stars were not fashioned until 
Day Four.  Creation week was 
a unique, never-to-be-
repeated sequence of events 
during which "time" the 
ordinary laws of physics as we 
know them now were 
suspended. Only when God's 
creative work was finished was 
the universe set in motion as a 
dynamical system. How God 
does things almost always 
escapes our ability to discover. 
This is especially true of 
creation week-naturalistic 
explanations for the solar 
system can't even begin to 
retrace God's artisanship in 
creation.  It is hard to talk 
about physics at all during 
creation week since the UNI-
verse was not completed as a 

What Was Jesus’s View of the Scriptures? (cont.) 
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complete entity until Day Six. 
Since space, time, and matter 
are all interlinked, the universe 
as a cohesive system was not 
really functioning until Day 
Seven. In other words, all the 
parts and pieces of the 
universe are connected. The 
movement of one object--a 
moon, a planet, a star, a 
galaxy--is sensed by all the 
other objects in the ensemble. 
So how do we talk about the 
functioning of an incomplete 
universe one Day at a time? 
How do we talk about the 
working of a clock when the 
gears are not yet in their 
sockets? Time is a created 
entity. In the simplest model we 
consider the universe to 
possess three spatial 
coordinates and one time 
dimension. These four-
dimensions are 
interdependent. How did God 
hold together all the 
components of the universe 
while he was working on them, 
and only set them in place with 
all their associated forces on 
Day Six?” 
 
The Bible teaches that God 
created the universe during a 
finite interval of "six days" 
after which He ceased 
creating. Since creation God 
has however unceasingly 
"maintained" the creation.  All 

the natural laws, the laws of 
physics were put into being.  
The Second Law of 
Thermodynamics went into 
effect at the time of the Fall 
and was probably not a 
feature of the original 
creation. The present tendency 
of the universe to decay and 
deteriorate is a result of 
human evil and/or evil 
amongst the angels. Likewise it 
has been suggested there was 
no radioactivity before the 
Fall, but that the radioactive 
decay of certain heavy atoms 
was switched on at the time of 
the Fall. 
 
In creation, God the Father is 
the Designer of the universe. 
Everything was built according 
to a plan conceived in His 
mind.  The universe was 
empowered, molded and 
crafted, and inanimate cells 
were given life by God the 
Holy Spirit. Thus, God did not 
order the universe into 
existence as a finished and 
complete system. He elected to 
first create the raw material 
needed for the universe. Then 
He crafted and molded the 
raw materials into their final 
forms, imparting energy and 
life like wise in a series of 
steps. The creation involved 
the cooperative work of all 
three persons of the godhead. 

The Biblical view of God is 
that of a "hands-on" creation.” 
 
 God stayed involved with 
every step of the design, 
fabrication and finishing of the 
universe, and He remains 
involved to this day as the 
Sustainer of everything (Col. 
1:16,17) For by Him all things 
were created, both in the 
heavens and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things have 
been created through Him and 
for Him. 17 He is before all 
things, and in Him all things 
hold together. 
 
Science is a critical aspect of 
human existence but science 
does not address the spiritual 
nature of man.   Human reason 
informs man of his own 
limitations and directs him to 
discover a greater force within 
himself, or greater force than 
himself.  For more of us this 
force reveals itself in our 
Creator.  Man therefore seeks 
God’s counsel and guidance 
through faith and prayer. 
 
Isaac Newton stated, “God 
created everything by number, 
weight, and measure.”  
Therefore, God is the ultimate 
mathematician and scientist.  

 Submitted by Jerry Henry 

Science And God (cont.) 



Page 5 

Volume 32  Issue 1 

(Reprinted from Sunday 

December 30, 2018, Our 

Daily Bread) 

 

Junkyards intrigue me. I enjoy 

working on cars, so I 

frequently make trips to the 

one near our home. It’s a 

lonely place, where the wind 

whispers through discarded 

hulks that were once 

someone’s prized possession. 

Some were wrecked, some 

wore out, and others simply 

outlived their usefulness. As I 

walk between the rows, a car 

will sometimes catch my eye, 

and I’ll find myself wondering 

about the adventures it had 

during its “lifetime.” Like a 

portal to the past, each has a 

story to tell – of human 

hankering after the latest 

model and the inescapable 

passage of time. 

 

But I take particular pleasure 

in finding new life for an old 

part. Whenever I can take 

something discarded and give 

it new life in a restored 

vehicle, it feels like a small 

victory against time and 

decline. 

 

It sometimes makes me think 

of Jesus’s words at the end of 

the Bible: “I am making 

everything new!” (Rev 21:5) 

These words refer to God’s 

renewal of creation, which 

includes believers. Already, all 

who’ve received Jesus are a 

“new creation” in Him (2 Cor 

5:17). 

 

And one day we will enter 

into His promise of unending 

days with Him (John 14:3). 

Age and disease will no 

longer take their toll, and we 

will continue the adventure of 

an eternal lifetime. What 

stories each of us will have to 

tell – stories of our Savior’s 

redeeming love and undying 

faithfulness. 

 

Loving Lord, I praise You 

that I am a new creation in 

You, and that in Your 

kindness and mercy You 

have given me the promise 

of eternal life. 

 

The end of a year and 

beginning of another is an 

opportunity for a fresh start.  

What might God be making 

new in your life? 

 

 

All Things New    

Your Savior, Jesus, 
is the Master 

Gardener. He has 
planted you just 

where you are today, 
refreshing you with 

his mercy and 
nourishing you with 

his word. 
As you bloom, you 

display the beauty of 
his grace and share 
the fragrance of his 

love. 
Lord, you are 

awesome in power 
and grace! 

Help me bloom where 
you have planted me! 

Amen. 
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Our craft workshops were so much fun this past year. And the craft booth was 

very successful at the Pumpkin Patch. We need someone who will take charge of 

the craft workshops and preparation for the Pumpkin Patch in 2019. Linda Harris 

is stepping down as Chairperson of the craft workshops. She is willing to assist 

someone who would like to take over for next year.  

 

Contact Linda Harris at 822-3962 or you can call the church office. 

Soon we will be announcing our  

Dress a Girl sew dates for 2019.   

 

If you are interested in volunteering to help 

at sew days or want more information,  

call the church office at 822-7541. 

 

You can also visit the Dress a Girl website at 

www.dressagirlaroundtheworld.com. 

Dress a Girl  
Around the World 
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Craft Workshop 

2019 Flower Calendar 
 

 

The 2019 Flower Calendar is available.  What 

that means is that you can sign up to reserve 

the bouquet of Sunday flowers in advance for 

your loved one’s birthday or anniversary.  The 

sign-up sheet is in the lobby and it covers all 

Sundays in 2019. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write in your name for the date you wish to 

reserve. The cost is $25. When your loved 

one’s birthday or anniversary comes up, your 

flowers will be ready in advance. 

 



Mel Ohmit                    1/2 
Bonnie Mata                 1/9 
Mark Reuter                1/14 
Colleen Klapproth        1/16 
Sally Lawrence            1/17 
Mike Smith                   1/19 
Colby Coolidge            1/19 
Tom Lichtenwaldt          1/26 
Minnie Deurmier           1/26 
Douglas Reuter             1/27 
Ron Williams                1/28 

For Help and Answers 
 

Call the church office ……………...822-7541 

Prayer Request Call Carol Shy ….. 822-5479 or 

email the office at info@mountainbiblechurch.org 

 

Call the office @ 822-7541 for the following: 

Name or address change 

Hospital Visits 

Counseling information 

Child Dedication Service 

Membership/Baptism 
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“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”  

Romans 12:12 NIV 
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