
judge them by removing 

them from the garden, but he 

delayed their death by nearly 

a millennium (Gen 5:5). He 

accepted their offering as 

substitutionary atonement for 

their sin and even made 

garments for them from the 

sacrificed animal/s to cover 

their nakedness (Gen 3:21). 

He also hinted that their 

salvation in the future, and 

the hope of all their 

descendants, would be a 

result of his work for them in 

the promised seed of the 

woman (see Gen 3:15). 

 

Every human after Adam is 

born a sinner, guilty of 

Adam’s sin, under 

condemnation. Proof of this 

doctrine is all around us. 

Every living thing dies. From 

a young age, children learn 

that family pets are not 

permanent, that grandparents 

face the effects of age and 

then die. Every human being 

dies; except only Enoch and 

Elijah and those who are still 

alive today. The wages of sin 

is death (Rom 6:23). We are 

born sinners, facing an 

Grace. It remains a popular 

girl’s name. It’s also a short 

prayer before a meal. And it’s 

a profound theological 

concept, at the heart of 

Christianity; in fact, it’s what 

distinguishes Christianity 

from every other religion and 

worldview. 

 

Grace is widely defined as 

“unmerited favor” and 

commonly described by the 

acronym “God’s Riches at 

Christ’s Expense.” God is 

gracious. And one clear 

demonstration of that grace is 

found in his Son. 

 

When God chose to define 

himself, his graciousness is 

where he began; “The Lord, 

the Lord, a God merciful and 

gracious” (Exod 34:6; ESV). 

It would not be too strong to 

say that grace is unique to the 

Christian religion. Every other 

religion, at least those that 

believe in some deity, requires 

people to do something to 

earn or merit something good 

from their gods. Every other 

religion is rooted in the law of 

sowing and reaping, the 

principle of cause and 

effect, the rule that what 

one puts out returns to the 

sender; in short, according 

to karma. From the 

beginning of the biblical 

story, the narrative of 

redemption reveals a God 

who does not usually allow 

people to get what they 

deserve; rather, he responds 

to human rebellion with 

grace and mercy. Although 

in his holiness and justice 

God ultimately “will by no 

means clear the 

guilty” (Exod 34:7), his 

grace abounds all the more 

in the presence of sin (see 

Rom 5:20). 

 

The God revealed in the 

Scriptures, the only God 

who is, is Trinity, eternally 

Father, Son, and Spirit. He 

created everything that 

exists and he loves the 

world that he created. When 

the man and woman he 

created in his image and 

likeness rebelled against 

him, he did not destroy 

them, but responded in 

unmerited favor. He did 
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Grace (cont.) 

inevitable destiny that we deserve. 

And we demonstrate who we are 

by what we do (Rom 5:12–14).  

 

Because of Adam, we are all born 

hopeless and helpless to do 

anything about it. What a tragic 

and hopeless condition, except for 

God. Because God is love, because 

God is rich in mercy, because God 

is gracious, God acted on our 

behalf, he did for us what we could 

never have done for ourselves: 

“Because of his great love for us, 

God, who is rich in mercy, made us 

alive with Christ even when we 

were dead in transgressions—it is 

by grace you have been 

saved” (Eph 2:4–5; NIV). The 

second person of the triune God, 

Jesus, took on flesh, and became 

one of us. He condescended to do 

for us what no one would ever do 

for an enemy, lay down his life for 

them (Rom 5:6–8). Because God 

loved the world he created, he 

became a creature to redeem 

creation, to save humanity, to make 

all things new, to show us what 

love looks and feels like. John the 

Apostle writes, “We love him 

because he first loved us” (1 John 

4:19; KJV). In short, God loves 

because God is love (1 John 4:8, 

16). And we love because God is 

love. We could not know love apart 

from God revealing love to us in 

action. And love in action is seen in 

Jesus. Thus, John argues that 

affirming that Jesus is fully God 

and fully human is the essence of 

Christianity; “By this you know the 

Spirit of God: every spirit that 

confesses that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh is from God, and 

every spirit that does not confess 

Jesus is not from God. This is the 

spirit of the antichrist, which you 

heard was coming and now is in 

the world already” (1 John 4:2–3; 

ESV). The Son took on flesh to 

reveal God to us (John 1:14, 18).  

 

Only a gracious and loving God 

could or would do for us what we 

would never even desire apart from 

the work of his Spirit. His love 

changes us. His love is at work in 

us. His love changes the world 

around us. The Apostle Paul 

describes love this way: “Love is 

patient and kind; love does not 

envy or boast; it is not arrogant or 

rude. It does not insist on its own 

way; it is not irritable or resentful; 

it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 

but rejoices with the truth. Love 

bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all 

things” (1 Cor 13:4–7). Love is 

never earned; it is unmerited. It is 

grace. 

 

Having been changed by this grace, 

how do we respond? We love him 

because he first loved us and we 

love others because that’s what 

love does. And that love is 

demonstrated by deeds, because 

faith without works is dead and 

love without deeds is not love (see 

James 2:17, 26). We all know this 

intuitively, don’t we? A husband’s 

claim to love his wife which is not 

accompanied by acts of kindness 

would likely not be believed. A 

wife who claims to love her 

husband but refuses to spend time 

with him would likely not feel to 

him like love. A parent who claims 

to love his/her children but is cruel 

toward them proves that he/she 

doesn’t really love. Jesus taught 

that God is good and gracious by 

contrasting God with fallen 

humans: “If you then, who are evil, 

know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will 

your Father who is in heaven give 

good things to those who ask 

him!” (Matt 7:11; ESV). The 

contrast between good and evil 

gifts is illustrated when he says, 

“Which one of you, if his son asks 

him for bread, will give him a 

stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will 

give him a serpent?” (Matt 7:8–9; 

ESV). Love is proven genuine by 

what it does.  

 

John makes this point clearly: “By 

this we know love, that he laid 

down his life for us, and we ought 

to lay down our lives for the 

brothers. But if anyone has the 

world’s goods and sees his brother 

in need, yet closes his heart against 

him, how does God’s love abide in 

him? Little children, let us not love 

in word or talk but in deed and in 

truth” (1 John 3:16–18). Our 

Lord’s brother, James, expresses it 

this way: “What good is it, my 

brothers, if someone says he has 

faith but does not have works? Can 

that faith save him? If a brother or 

sister is poorly clothed and lacking 

in daily food, and one of you says 

to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed 

and filled,’ without giving them the 

things needed for the body, what 

good is that? So also faith by itself, 
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if it does not have works, is 

dead” (James 2:14–17). 

 

We love, not because we are 

debtors to grace, as if we are under 

an obligation to love. We love not 

because it is commanded and we 

grudgingly do what we’re told. We 

love not because we are afraid what 

would happen if we didn’t. “There 

is no fear in love” (1 John 4:8). 

Rather, we love because grace has 

changed us, has transformed us 

completely. We have received 

unmerited favor from our Savior, 

grace upon grace. We cannot but 

love; because we are loved we are 

lovers. We love one another as 

Christ has loved us (John 13:34), 

not because others deserve our love 

but because we have been loved.  

 

Glenn R. Kreider, PhD 
Professor of Theological 
Studies, Dallas Theological 
Seminary 

Fall Wednesday Nite 

Bible Study “Evidence 

That Demands a 

Verdict” taught by 

Pastor Frost from Sept. 

4th - Oct. 16th. How to 

articulate your faith to a 

skeptical world.  

For more than forty 

years, Evidence That Demands a 

Verdict has convinced skeptics of 

the Bible’s reliability, helped 

believers articulate their faith, 

and given them the vital facts they 

need to defend God’s Word and 

lead others to faith in Jesus. 

In this video Bible study, based on 

the completely updated and 

expanded classic, Josh and his 

son, Sean, focus on Jesus and the 

Gospels. Learn how the books of 

the New Testament came into 

being and why you can be sure 

they are historically reliable. 

Examine why the claims Jesus 

made about himself are true, how 

he fulfilled Old Testament 

prophecies about himself, and 

how we can know the resurrection 

took place. 

This study is for anyone who has 

ever been stumped by arguments 

against Christianity or the Bible–

or has wondered for themselves if 

the Bible’s depiction of Jesus is 

true and not just a made-up 

fairytale. 

 

The Evidence That Demands a 

Verdict Study Guide includes video 

notes and discussion questions for 

groups and individuals and 

between-session exercises for 

personal application. 

Sessions include: 

1. Why Is Evidence Important for 

Faith? 

2. Is There Such a Thing as 

Truth? 

3. Is the New Testament Reliable? 

4. Did Jesus Actually Rise from 

the Dead? 

5. Did Jesus Claim to Be God? 

6. How Do We Know the Bible is 

Accurate? 

7.  

 

Go to Amazon.com and pre-

order your text book and study 

guide. The text book you want 

was published in 2018 and the 

workbook will be published in 

July of 2019.  

 

 

 

 

Be sure to listen to our radio 

broadcast Teaching Truth. 

Loving Well. Our broadcast is 

currently on KERI AM Radio 

1410 Bakersfield CA. 

Thursdays at 1 p.m., KGMS 

AM Tucson Sundays 9-9:30 

a.m., WELP AM & FM 

Tuesdays 7:30-8 p.m 

http://amazon.com/
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The Law of Nature and of Nature’s God 
  A few Sundays ago, I was asked to stand in for Pastor Chris and in that sermon I touched on the lies 

that the world tries to perpetuate on the people of this nation and especially Christians.  Since we are ap-

proaching another 4th of July, I thought I would reflect on the founders and their religious beliefs.  It seems 

that during every celebration of our nation we have those who wish to tell us that our founders were nothing 

more than atheists and deists and that this country was not founded on Christian principles.  But look at our 

first founding documents. 

 

The Mayflower Compact was the first governing document of Plymouth Colony.  It was written by the male 

passengers of the Mayflower, consisting of separatist Puritans, adventurers, and tradesmen.  The Puritans 

were fleeing from religious persecution by King James of England.  The Mayflower Compact was signed 

aboard ship on November 11, 1620.  And it stated in part, “IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN.  We, whose 

names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the Grace of God, 

of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, etc.  Having undertaken for the Glory of 

God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith…” 

 

And the Declaration of Independence declares that we have unalienable rights endowed to us by our creator 

of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness and that we will take our station with other nations and will fol-

low the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God. 

(“When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 

which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and 

equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opin-

ions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Crea-

tor with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”) 

 

The Laws of Nature and Nature’s God is a phrase not used or understood anymore, however it was well 

known during the time the Declaration was being written.  Since most of our law is based on English law, the 

phrase comes from Blackstone’s commentaries on the law. 

“Man, considered as a creature, must necessarily be subject to the laws of his Creator, for he is entire-

ly a dependent being...And, consequently, as man depends absolutely upon his Maker for everything, it 

is necessary that he should in all points conform to his Maker’s will.  This will of his Maker is called 

the law of nature...This law of nature, being coeval (having the same age or date) with mankind and 

dictated by God Himself, is of course superior in obligation to any other.  It is being over all  the globe, 

in all countries, and at all times; no human laws are of any validity, if contrary to this; and such of 

them as are valid derive all their force, and all their authority, mediately (indirectly) or immediately, 

from this original...The doctrines thus delivered we call the revealed or divine law and they are to be 

found only in the Holy Scriptures.  These precepts, when revealed, are found upon comparison to be 

really part of the original law of nature...Upon these two foundations, the law of nature and the law of 

revelation depend all human laws; that is to say no human laws should be suffered to contradict 

these.” 

Sir William Blackstone, Commentaries on the Laws of England (Philadelphia; Robert Bell, Union Library.  

1771), Vol 1, pp. 39, 41-42 
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The Law of Nature and of Nature’s God (cont.) 

 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    

 

Wouldn’t it be great today if no law ever written in this country could 

contradict the Scriptures?  But for the most part that was how it was into 

the early 1800s.  The colleges, at that time, that we call “Ivy League” 

colleges were founded by different religious institutions.  And if you 

wanted to be a lawyer, you first had to graduate with a Theology degree. 

 

The first Bible printed in America in 1782 was by the Library of Con-

gress and was directed by Congress to be used in schools.  So much for 

separation of church and state. 

 

And the First Amendment to the Constitutions states “Congress shall 

make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 

the free exercise thereof…” 

 

We need to understand that this first amendment when paired with our 

Declaration of Independence states that this country was founded on 

religious freedom.  That we owe everything to our Creator, that there is 

no state sponsored religious group such as what England had at the time.  

Everyone can worship as they see fit, no coercion. 

 

By Jerry Henry 

 

 

“We have staked the whole future 

of American Civilization, not upon 

the power of government, far from 

it.  We’ve staked the future of all 

our political institutions upon our 

capacity...to sustain ourselves ac-

cording to the Ten Command-

ments of God.” - James Madison 

1778 to the General Assembly of 

the State of Virginia 

 

“It can not be emphasized too 

strongly or too often that this 

great nation was founded, not by 

religionists, but by Christians, not 

on religions, but on the gospel of 

Jesus Christ!” - Patrick Henry 

 

“We have no government armed 

with power capable of contending 

with human passions unbridled by 

morality and religion...Our Con-

stitution was made only for a mor-

al and religious people.  It is 

wholly inadequate to the govern-

ment of any other.” - John Adams, 

October 11, 1798 

 

“If we and our posterity reject re-

ligious instruction and authority, 

violate the rules of eternal justice, 

trifle with the injunctions of mo-

rality, and recklessly destroy the 

political constitution which holds 

us together, no man can tell how 

sudden a catastrophe may over-

whelm us, that shall bury all our 

glory in profound obscurity.” 

- Daniel Webster, February 23, 

1852 
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Mountain Bible Church supports 

the following foreign and local 

missionaries:

 

Matthew & Kelly Mendoza 

Caleb & Laura Cook 

Austin & Heather Surls 

Max & Karen Hatfield 

Good News Clubs 

Family Life Pregnancy Center 

The Mission at Kern  

Gideon's International 

Bible Society of Egypt 

 

 

Fun Family Nights 

Friday, July 12th -Water gun fight 

Friday, August 2nd - Game Night at Mountain Park 

Food will be served at each event. 

Contact Sara Frost at  

kidsminmountainbc@gmail.com  

or Susan Bunch at kidsminmbc@gmail.com for more  

information. 

Join us for Fun, Games, Crafts & 

Bible Stories 

July 22nd-26th 6-8 PM 

 

Volunteers are still needed! 

Contact Susan Bunch at  

kidsminmbc@gmail.com or  

Sara Frost at  
kidsminmoutainbc@gmail.com  

for more info. 

There will be a volunteer meeting 

Saturday, July 13th @ 10AM. 

We are asking for snack donations.  A 

sign up sheet can be found at the regis-

tration table.  

 We had so much fun visiting with the Surls Family during 

their visit with us this past month.  At an ice cream social we had a 

Q&A session, where we got to learn more about their family, what it 

is like living in Jordan and learning more about how God is using 

them in the Ministry.  Here we also presented some gifts to their son, 

David. 

 On Sunday, June 16th we  learned more about the ministry 

they are doing as missionaries and  the sermon was preached by 

Austin.  We are so thankful for the time they spent with us and for 

all they do in the ministry.  We are so happy to support them! 

 

Friday, August 2nd through Sunday, August 4th.   

Our speaker this year is Jay Badry from Gateway 

Seminary. The Theme of Family Camp this year is 

Living Your Legacy. We leave the legacy we live. 

How will your life echo throughout eternity?  

Join us for some family fellowship, games, Bible 

lessons, good food and a great time! 

$45/person or $150/family 

Initial deposit due July 1st.  

Final payments are due by July 28th. 



7-3 Linda Harris 

7-5 Jaret Boston 

7-7 Carol Weston 

7-11 Caiden Frost 

7-16 Brenda Lovenguth 

7-16 Marybelle Gassaway 

7-18 P.J. Mata 

7-21 Jason Wheeler 

7-21 Lori Henry 

7-24 Corey Costelloe 

7-25 Jeremiah Annonson 

7-25 Nicholas Boston 

7-31 Mike Mosher 

 

Anniversaries: 

7-02 Clarence & Martha Ring 

7-10 George & IIona Eubank 

7-11 Ron & Margie Williams 

7-19 Tom & Linda Lichtenwaldt 

7-29 Charles & Eileen White 

7-30 Mike & Therese Pridgen 

7-30 Steve & Cappy Stephens 
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For Help and Answers 
 

Do You Need? 

 

 Transportation to your doctor? 

 A meal delivered? 

 A visit at home or in the hospital? 

 Or Communion delivered to your home? 

 

Call the church office ………………(661) 822-7541 

Or email the office at info@mountainbiblechurch.org 

 

Also call the office for the following: 

Name or address change, Counseling information, Child Dedication Services ,Membership/Baptism ,Student 

Ministries 

Can you help with any of the following? 

 

 Providing transportation? 

 Delivering a meal? 

 Providing a visit? 

Gleanings for the Hungry.  Sunday, Sept 22nd -  Fri Sept 27th.  

Donate one week of your time to package soup mix or sew 

quilts.  The cost is $100 for the week which covers your 

room and board and meals.  Contact Ron & Margie Williams 

at 822-8329.  
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Tehachapi, CA 93561 
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