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All the bearings had to be 
cleaned and packed with new 
grease.  Sealed bearings 
weren’t used when our com-

bine was built. The combine 
we used was similar to the 
one pictured.  Most of the 
sprockets and gears on the 
old combines were powered 
with chain drives. V-belts 
were just starting to become 
popular. 
     It was rewarding work 
with both, a sense of urgency 
and optimism. Urgency, be-
cause harvest was getting 
closer by the day and we 
must be ready on the day our 
wheat was ready for harvest! 
Optimism because the vast 
majority of our yearly income 
came from the June wheat 
harvest. 
     In like manner, all older 
Christians, have opportunity 
for urgency and optimism 
also. Urgency, because the 
day of the Christ’s return is 
nearer than ever before. Al-
so, the time we will not be 

“And He was saying to them, 
"The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore, be-
seech the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into His har-
vest.” Luke 10:2 (NASB) 

     June was always a month for 
harvesting back on our Kansas 
farm. We had already bailed the 
first cutting of hay in May; the 
second cutting of hay would close-
ly follow the June wheat harvest. 
The hay would feed our cattle and 
sheep through the winter until the 
pastures came alive again in the 
spring.  
     We enjoyed the challenge of 
using old machinery that, for the 
most part, other farmers had long 
since discarded in favor of more 
modern equipment. Because my 
step father was a good mechanic, 
he would often have the old 
equipment running or working as 
good original!  
     The machinery we bought had 
usually depreciated to its max be-
fore we bought it! My step father 
didn’t believe in borrowing money 
to buy farming machinery. This 
philosophy served him very well 
over his years. 
     I was remembering the old ma-
chinery we fixed up and used, re-
cently when, the thought of com-
parison came to my mind; God 
must take great delight in fixing 
and maintaining “Older” Chris-
tians to keep them in good work-

ing order. So many of us 
“older saints” been consid-
ered worn out and of limited 
use to God and the Church; 
and yet, we’ve put “new 
tread on the old tires” and 
we’re as good as new. Actu-
ally, better than new be-
cause our perceptions, un-
derstandings, and acuity is 
much stronger now than 
when we were new Chris-
tians. God’s special bless-
ings are upon each Christian 
who stays active in God’s 
harvest! 
     Think of it in this manner. 
Keeping our old farm equip-
ment running required lots 
of maintenance and repair; 
older saints require more 
and different maintenance 
and repair than those just 
entering the harvest fields 
also. We have open wounds 
still and usually from fellow 
laborers in the harvest 
fields. It’s been pointed out 
that, “Christians are among 
a very few groups that 
shoot their wounded!”  
     For our combine, we 
started at least a month pri-
or to harvest doing a seri-
ous equipment check and 
repair operation. e.g.  
sharpening and repairing 
the sickle bar, checking all 
the drive chains and belts. 
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able to work in God’s 
harvest is approaching 
way too fast. Optimism, 
because we know that our 
labor in the Lord is never 
in vain. The day when we 
stand before our Master 
is a day of crowning glo-
ry. All crowns and all glo-
ry belong to Christ but He 
promises to reward those 
who work with Him in His 
harvest. 
     As we grow in years; 
we don’t run as well as the 
new and improved models. 
Even as we get annual 
check-ups physically, we 
must take time to do heart 
and spiritual check-ups al-
so.  
     Virtually all the func-
tions of a combine has its 
comparative function in 
Christians who are en-
gaged in Ministry. If we 
wish to participate in 
God’s harvest of souls, we 
must employ a system to 
separate the wheat from 
the chaff and clean what 
we take into our minds and 
souls. By volume, the wheat 
stalk or straw occupies the 
greatest bulk of the wheat 
plant. That same straw has 
to be discarded out the 
back of the combine so 
there is room to store the 
wheat! 
     Many Christians of ma-
ture age have  
expressed feeling they 
have been abandoned to 
life’s scrap pile or junk 
yards. God is the one who 
can make that very person 
feel loved, accepted, and 

genuinely needed. Let’s 
make sure we at MBC do 
the same. 
     God is saying to every 
Christian, regardless of 
age, “I have need of you 
in my harvest fields to-
day!” He calls us to, 
“Come to Him and find 
rest for our souls.” He in-
vites us to throw our cares 
upon Him knowing He gen-
uinely cares about us. 
       Nothing was wasted 
on the farm and no   Chris-
tian should ever be consid-
ered invaluable to God’s 
harvest either.  As an ex-
ample, the “Osage Or-
ange” trees, otherwise 
known as “hedge” trees 
that had been planted 
around the perimeter of 
some fields were harvested 
during the winter months to 
make fence posts. Of 
course, with the new fence 
posts we were now able to 
go around our many miles 
of fences and replace any 
posts that were broken or 
had rotted off. That usually 
led to needed repairs to 
our fences 
     Some people have simi-
larities to the “Osage Or-
ange” trees. These trees 
were a very valuable asset 
to farmers even though 
they had strong and long 
thorns on their branches 
which detoured most ani-
mals from passing through 
them so they made a good 
fence.  But, they have 
branches and trunks that 
sometimes grow rather 
straight which made them 

desirable for fence posts.  
In similar fashion, with 
some (Christians) we have 
to carefully work our way 
through the thorns on their 
exterior to get to the 
beautiful and valuable per-
son inside the thorns.  It’s a 
special person who will not 
allow the thorns to deter 
their commitment to rescue 
that person for God’s 
Kingdom.  All things con-
sidered, a farm was a 
wonderful place to grow 
up! 
     There was a major 
drawback however, we 
never had time to play vid-
eo games!!  
     It was a hard but won-
derful life on the farm and 
I’m so very grateful for the 
opportunity it afforded me. 
God and severe allergies, 
decided for me that I 
wouldn’t be able to stay on 
the farm. So, I have to ex-
press gratitude to God for 
allergies. Otherwise, I 
would have missed out on 
all the blessings of being a 
Pastor! And as Blake Shel-
ton sings it: 

     Being a Pastor is a 
great, great privilege; and 
as you have seen in a few 
instances, not so different 
from being a farmer. 
Sometimes it’s wearisome 
to “Never” get everything 
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done that could or should 
be done. There is always 
more work to be done.   
     God brought the most 
awesome people into our 
lives here at MBC and in 
the Tehachapi community. I 
give thanks for you contin-
ually.  
     Listen to this word of 
encouragement by Kittie 
Suffield: 

 “In the harvest field 
now ripened 
There’s a work for all 
to do; 
Hark! the voice of God 
is calling, 
To the harvest calling 
you. 

*  Refrain: 

Little is much when 
God is in it! 
Labor not for wealth 
or fame; 
There’s a crown, and 
you can win it, 
If you go in Jesus’ 
name.”  
Are you laid aside 
from service, 
Body worn from toil 
and care? 
You can still be in the 
battle, 
In the sacred place 
of prayer. Kittie Suf-

field 1924 
 

Each one of you are loved 
and Appreciated!  
Have a wonderful June! 
 
Your Pastor, Marv  

“You wouldn’t know to 

love it like I love it un-

less you lived it, and 

(man) I lived it” song-    

I live it Blake Shelton 
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Proceeding with Caution   by Micah Mason 

 
As some may know, I’m heading off to college this summer to Lindenwood in  St. Charles, Missouri. On 
top of that my parents and youngest sister, Cali, will also be moving to Utah, so there is a lot of 
change going on in my life at the moment. Change can be quite difficult for me, as it can be for any-
one. I go through every hypothetical scenario on what could happen or how I will handle the upcom-
ing change and it drives me crazy. I not only worry about tomorrow, I worry about one week or 
years ahead of me. This type of worry and any type is unnecessary. In Philippians 4:6 the Lord com-
mands us to “not worry about anything; instead, pray about everything.” I was recently listening to 
a podcast by Rick Warren that made some good points about worry. He stated, “worry is focusing 
on your fears instead of God.” If something is meant to be it will be up to God, worrying about it 
will have no effect on the outcome, it will only make you unhappy. If something is worth worrying 
about, it’s worth praying about! I sometimes forget to turn to God, when I really should always be 
focusing on Him. So when you run into worry, turn the other way and set your focus on God.  
Don’t proceed with caution when it comes to pushing aside worry, live confidently in the Lord. 
 

“ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.’ ” –Jeremiah 29:11 

Michaela Polacca, 
daughter of Therese 
and Mike Pridgen will 
graduate from The Uni-
versity of California Los 
Angeles with a Bache-
lor of Science  degree 
in Anthropology on 
June 15.  Michaela 
writes” Our life is so 
blessed with some of 
the most amazing peo-
ple. Thank you for be-
ing part of our journey. 
Your prayers and sup-
port through the years 
have been a blessing.  

Vacation Bible School, June 25-29  8:45 am - 12:00am 

Kindergarden thru 5th grade  



all.  MBC welcomes all of 
them to learn about Jesus in 
a fun and safe setting.  This 
takes  planning and setup 
of the space and we actual-
ly NEED 45 HELPERS.  I al-
ready have a lot of help, 
but do need more.  Please 
see me, or call the church 
office, if you want to volun-
teer.  This is all about atti-
tude! We want to show 
Christian love to the children 
of our community and their 
families.  Our theme this 
year is “Shipwrecked: Res-
cued By Jesus!”  It’s going to 
be AWESOME! 
I leave you with these words 
of encouragement from 
Mark 10:13-16 (NIV).  
 
“13 People were bringing 
little children to Jesus for him 
to place his hands on them, 
but the disciples rebuked 

Kerin’s Corner 
We need AT LEAST two 
adult women (over 21) to 
help with the Nurse-
ry\Preschool group, in addi-
tion to needing to add more 
teachers to our rotating ele-
mentary teaching crew.  
Please see me, or call the 
church office, if you have an 
interest in serving with the 
children.  There are lots of 
ways to help. 
The big thing for our chil-
dren’s program in June is 
Vacation Bible School.  We 
are preparing to serve 70 
children from those entering 
Kindergarten through the 5th 
grade.  As is always the 
case, we can expect a mix-
ture of our own congrega-
tion children and grandchil-
dren, along with visitors 
from other churches, and 
those children who, other-
wise, don’t go to church at 

As we welcome SUMMER, we 
have much to be thankful for! 
I have had the privilege of 
serving for a full year now 
as your MBC Children’s Min-
istry Director and I can tell 
you that we have seen so 
much growth.  One year ago, 
we AVERAGED three children 
per week in Elementary Sun-
day School and one child per 
week in the “5 years and 
under” group.  I can’t tell you 
exactly what our averages 
are right now, because we 
are shifting so much at the 
moment.  For example, last 
week we had SEVENTEEN 
children in the elementary 
class while we had SEVEN in 
the “5 and under” group.  
What a blessing!   
This leads to my next 
thought.  WE NEED MORE 
VOLUNTEERS to help with 
the children each Sunday.  

them. 14 When Jesus saw 
this, he was indignant. He 
said to them, “Let the little 
children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these. 15 Truly I tell 
you, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God 
like a little child will never 
enter it.” 16 And he took the 
children in his arms, placed 
his hands on them and 
blessed them.” 
 
May you have a lovely 
June!   
 
Your Friendly MBC Chil-
dren’s Ministry Director, 
Kerin Bowen 
 
 

My College Graduate 
 by Becky Mason 

 Sermon Series Announcement   

The month of May has been filled with many activi-
ties and events. On Mother’s Day my oldest daugh-
ter Alexis graduated from San Diego State with a 
degree in Recreation and Tourism Management.  So 
proud of her accomplishment and discipline in per-
severing through the obstacles that she encountered.  
She decided back in December to join the Air Force 
with the desire to become a Linguist. After taking a 
test and qualifying for the position she began her 
journey on May 21, with her swearing in and flying 
to basic training at Lackland AFB, in San Antonio,TX.  
We would like to thank our wonderful church family 
for all the prayers and update requests for Alexis 
and her well-being during these past years. I hope 
your prayers will continue for her  
as she begins her next adventure  
serving in the Air Force.  
 
Thank you   

Join MBC June 24
th

 as Pastor Marvin and 

Chris kick off a Summer sermon series 

through the book of 2 Timothy titled 

“Finishing Well.” This is an important 

New Testament book that describes the 

Apostle Paul, now pushing seventy years 

of age, passing on his ministry torch to 

his younger protege by encouraging him 

to be faithful to teaching healthy doctrine 

in the midst of transition and hardship. 

We will discover anew fresh application 

from Paul’s challenge to us to be strong 

in grace as we stand for truth and finish 

our race well.  We hope to see you there.  
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TOXIC FRIENDSHIPS   Submitted by Lila Winger 

 

Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. 

1 Samuel 18:3 ASV 
The friendship between Jonathan and David was a healthy one.  It fulfilled the Golden 

Rule, for each treated the other as he would choose to be treated himself. 

 

Friendships become toxic, however, when they no longer have this quality of healthy love.  

Instead, the relationship becomes destructive.  One side uses and manipulates the other. 

We may not realize how unhealthy and poisonous a relationship has become until the prob-

lem is bigger than we know how to handle.  Even once we recognize the problem, we may 

not know what to do. 

 

God never wants us to be involved in something that isn’t healthy for us.  When we find 

ourselves involved in a toxic friendship, we need to ask Him to show us the way to free-

dom- for our sake, for the sake of our friend, and for His sake as well.  He is not glorified 

by a relationship that damages and destroys! 

 

PRAYERS 
Lord, give me wisdom to recognize when a friendship is no longer healthy.  I know that 

true friends support one another.  They help each other overcome adversity.  They help 

each other feel good about themselves.  They accept one another unconditionally.  They re-

flect Your love to each other.  When I find myself involved with a relationship that doesn’t 

have these qualities, give me the courage to make a change. 

 

I found out that my friend has been gossiping about me, God.  She’s been talking about me 

behind my back.  She’s been sharing my confidences with people without my permission.  

How could she betray my trust like that? Lord Jesus, I know I’ve let You down in so many 

ways.  Help me not to be self-righteous.  Help me to forgive – but at the same time, help 

me to learn not to share my heart so openly with someone who has proven she can’t be 

trusted. 

 

God, I feel so lonely.  I’ve spent my entire day with my friend, but all I’ve done is listen to 

her talk about her life.  I don’t want to be selfish, Lord – but I had a problem I wanted to 

share with someone, and she refused to listen.  I felt like all she wanted from me was to be 

a sounding board for her voice, chattering on and on about trivial things.  I feel angry – and 

I feel guilty for resenting her.  Lord, thank You that You always listen to me.  Lead me to a 

friendship that will provide an equal give – and – take.  

 

Prayers for Difficult Times When You Don’t Know What to Pray by Ellyn Sanna 



Let’s begin by asking a 
tough question, “Why 
did God allow Adam 
and Eve, the first hu-
man beings created, to 
challenge His will?” 
God gave them liberty 
to eat whatever they 
wanted in the garden. 
You might exclaim, 
“Wait a minute! Any-
thing?” Yes, anything. 
You may ask, “But 
what about the tree of 
the knowledge of 
good and evil? You 
know, the one that 
brought death because 
they ate from it?” Yes, 
God gave them free-
dom to even eat of the 
tree that would prove 
to be harmful for them 
(and us), but why? 
 
If we are going to at-
tempt to answer this 
question, we need to 
consider the Bible’s 
teaching about the ex-
istence of three “wills” 
in the universe. First, is 
the will of God (we 
will look at this in an-
other article). Second, 
is the will of Satan. 
Third, is the human will. 
God's will is listed first 
because He is the eter-
nal sovereign King 

over Satan, over man-
kind, and over His cre-
ation. It is God's de-
sire that we align our 
will with His. God is so 
much in control of all 
things that He can al-
low His plan for the 
universe to be chal-
lenged by Satan, and 
by us. The presence of 
sin in the world only 
exists because, at the 
moment, God permits 
it. Not only does He 
allow us to challenge 
His will, but He gave 
us the means by which 
we can challenge His 
will – our volition!  
 
If we think about it, 
most problems in our 
relationships are due 
to disagreement of 
wills. Only when two 
people’s wills are in 
harmony with God’s, 
will those wills be in 
harmony with each 
other. When a hus-
band and wife harmo-
nize their will with 
God’s, there is harmo-
ny in the marriage. 
When parents and 
children align their 
wills with God’s, there 
is harmony in the 
home, and so on. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if 
everyone aligned their 
wishes and desires to 
ours? Of course, that 
world doesn’t exist! 
 
There are two passag-
es in Scripture that de-
scribe the first time 
God’s will was chal-
lenged by one of His 
creatures, namely Sa-
tan (Ezekiel 28:11-15; 
Isaiah 14:12-14). 
These passages take us 
back to the origin of 
sin against God. Let's 
look at Isaiah 14:12-
14 which describes Sa-
tan’s Fall: “How you 
are fallen from heav-
en, O shining star, son 
of the morning! You 
have been thrown 
down to the earth, you 
who destroyed the na-
tions of the world. For 
you said to yourself, ‘I 
will ascend to heaven 
and set my throne 
above God’s stars. I 
will preside on the 
mountain of the gods 
far away in the north. I 
will climb to the highest 
heavens and be like 
the Most High.’" These 
“I” statements reveal 
Satan’s self-promotion, 
unholy ambition, desire 

Human Responsibility  Part 3     by Pastor Chris Frost 
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to be the Messiah, 
steal God’s glory, 
and dethrone God by 
making himself to be 
a god.  
 
The first President 
and founder of Dal-
las Theological Semi-
nary, Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, reminds us 
that Satan’s ideal for 
himself is not to be 
unlike God, rather to 
be like God. This was 
also the serpent’s 
temptation to Eve in 
the garden. Chafer 
uses the word 
“insanity” to describe 
the Fall of Satan, and 
his angels. However, 
the departure from 
God’s course was a 
sort of insanity which 
is responsible. When 
Satan, his fallen an-
gels, and mankind 
were no longer satis-
fied with God’s will 
for their life, they 
failed to remain 
where God had 
placed them and 
looked for ways to 
gratify their sinful de-
sires. Immediately in 
Scripture we learn a 
principle:  
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contentment is a re-
sponsibility and a 
choice that God gave 
humanity, and that dis-
contentment is a sign 
that one is out of con-
trol.  
 
In the Garden of Eden, 
Satan's desire was to 
influence the will of 
man against God. He 
continues to do this by 
tempting us to pit our 
"I wills" against God's 
will for our lives. Why 
would God allow man-
kind to continue to 
challenge His will? 
Chafer tackles this 
question. He writes, “It 
must serve some justifi-
able purpose attaina-
ble in no other way 
else God would not 
have permitted it, or, 
having permitted it, He 
would terminate it 
without delay. The di-
vine purpose relative 
to sin has not been re-
vealed, and, doubtless, 
the human mind could 
not comprehend all 
that is involved.” He 
continues elsewhere, 
“God has not been 
over taken with unex-
pected disaster in re-
spect to His holy pur-
poses, nor is He now 
seeking to salvage 

something out of an 
unforeseen wreckage. 
There is immeasura-
ble evil in the world, 
but, without the slight-
est mitigation or sanc-
tification of it, it is the 
part of faith to be-
lieve that somehow 
and somewhere it ful-
fills a necessary part 
of the ultimate pur-
pose of Him who will 
with absolute certain-
ly achieve those ends 
which are infinitely 
perfect.” Just because 
we don’t know every 
reason God allows 
his creatures to sin 
and evil to exist, 
doesn’t mean he 
doesn’t have His rea-
sons. Without trying 
to give comprehen-
sive reasons for 
God’s allowance of 
sin,  
I propose 5 reasons: 
 
1. To demonstrate 
God's will is best 
(Matt. 6:10). 
2. To show that peo-
ple are responsible 
creatures (Gen. 3:14-
19). 
3. To magnify God’s 
grace (Eph. 2:1-8). 
4. To teach us the im-
portance of applying 
the Scriptures to our 

life (2 Tim.3:16-17). 
5. To grant time for 
more people to be 
saved (2 Pet. 3:9). 
 
We must always re-
member God is good. 
Some who do not be-
lieve in God hold that 
God’s goodness is in-
consistent with the ex-
istence of evil. Howev-
er, the presence of evil 
is not a denial of 
God’s goodness. One 
could only conclude 
that a good God 
would not allow evil in 
the world only if he or 
she knew all the possi-
ble reasons that God 
might allow it and 
would have to con-
clude that none of His 
reasons are good. It 
also presumes we 
would possess the wis-
dom to understand all 
of His reasons (which 
we do not). One very 
possible reason God 
allows sin in the world 
is that when He chose 
to create the world, He 
chose to create one in 
which moral goodness 
and love would exist. 
Within creation, the 
existence of moral 
goodness requires the 
possibility of moral 
evil. Where there is no 

freedom to choose be-
tween right and wrong, 
there is no moral re-
sponsibility or love. If 
God would have creat-
ed mankind without the 
ability to choose right 
from wrong, we would 
be nothing more than 
controlled robots. The 
value of our  decision-
making is in the free-
dom we have to 
choose. God influences 
our will via His word, 
and Satan influences 
our will via the world 
and our sin natures. 
Which one will we 
choose to obey?  
 
Next month we will ex-
plore the question,  
 

“What is God’s will 
for my life?” 

 


