
there is more to life than 

clothing. The flowers do not 

stitch their own clothes, yet 

they are clothed in splendor.  

 

Second, he says these 

flowers are more beautifully 

clothed than Israel’s 

wealthiest king. Not even 

Solomon is his royal purple 

robe compares to the majesty 

of the flowers in the field. 

The flowers are completely 

dependent on God for 

survival. God sends both the 

water and the sunshine 

needed for them to grow. 

They grow easily and freely 

without worry and anxiety. 

The point is this: if God 

provides for the flowers, how 

much more will he provide 

for us? The Messages says it 

this way in v28: “If God 

gives such attention to the 

California is so beautiful 

this time of year. This past 

week Sara and I and the kids 

drove to Lancaster to see the 

poppy fields. Witnessing the 

wonder of the flowers made me 

think of what Jesus told his 

disciples in Luke 12:27, 

“Consider how the wild flowers 

grow. They do not labor or spin. 

Yet I tell you, not even 

Solomon in all his splendor was 

dressed like one of these.” 

Scholars are not absolutely 

certain what type of flowers 

Jesus was referencing. Some 

possible types of flowers he 

might have been looking at 

include a purple anemone, a 

poppy, a gladiolus, a lily, or 

some kind of daisy. Perhaps, he 

had no specific flower in mind. 

He was simply looking around 

at all the beautiful spring time 

flowers in Galilee.  

 

 

His direction to his 

disciples was to “consider” 

the wildflowers. This 

imperative command 

means “to look at in a 

reflective manner, or to 

contemplate.” The Message 

Bible reads, “Walk into the 

fields and look at the 

wildflowers.” A special 

shout to everyone who 

makes the grounds of our 

church attractive to look at 

and who cultivates and 

cares for God’s creation on 

our property. I encourage 

you all to follow Jesus’s 

encouragement here and to 

go look at a flower and 

reflect how they grow. 

Jesus tells us what  this 

reflection includes.  

 

First, he says, “They don’t 

labor or spin.” The word 

‘labor’ means “to exert 

oneself physically, 

mentally, or spiritually, 

work hard, toil, strive, 

struggle.” The word ‘spin’ 

means “to make yarn by 

twisting fibers together as 

one of the steps in making 

cloth.” This term connects 

the reader’s mind with 

verse 23 when Jesus 

reminded his disciples that 

Consider the Wildflowers 
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Consider the Wildflowers 
(Cont.) 

wildflowers, most of them never 

even seen, don’t you think he’ll 

attend to you, take pride in you, do 

his best for you?” 

 

 
 

Jesus calls his disciples “men of 

little faith” (v30). What will 

encourage their faith to increase? 

The answer is observance of God’s 

creation. This lesson from nature 

teaches us we don’t have to fuss 

over what’s for dinner, or if our 

clothes are in the latest fashion. 

That what we are becoming in our 

inner life is more important than 

what we are becoming on the 

outside. We can learn to live more 

like the birds who are “carefree in 

the care of God.” Worry never 

gives us peace of mind and 

tranquility. Worry always takes 

from us. It takes our inner 

tranquility. When we are anxious it 

is because we really do not believe 

God is in control and has our best 

interest at heart. Worry focuses on 

getting, trust focuses on what God 

is giving. John Muir said, “In every 

walk in nature, one receives far 

more than one seeks.” 

 

I came across a poem written by a 

14-year-old boy, Jason Lehman, 

and was originally published as part 

of a “Dear Abby” article.  It chides 

us to live in the moment.  Listen to 

the wisdom of this youth: 

  

It was spring,  
but it was summer I wanted,  
The warm days, and the great 
outdoors. 
 
It was summer, but it was fall I 
wanted, the colorful leaves, and 
the cool, dry air. 
 
It was fall, but it was winter I 
wanted, the beautiful snow, and 
the joy of the holiday season. 
 
It was winter, but it was spring I 
wanted, the warmth and the 
blossoming of nature. 
 
I was a child, but it was adulthood 
I wanted, the freedom, and the 
respect.  
 
I was 20, but it was 30 I wanted, 
to be mature, and sophisticated. 
 
I was middle-aged, but it was 20 I 
wanted, the youth, and the free 
spirit. 
 
I was retired, but it was middle age 
I wanted, the presence of mind 
without limitations. 
 
My life was over, and I never got 
what I wanted. 
 

Believers, you are more valuable 

than birds, and more valuable than 

wildflowers, therefore, worry is 

inconsistent with your position as 

the crown of God’s creation. He is 

giving you everything you need; 

therefore, you can stake your entire 

future on God’s loving care. You 

can take great leaps of faith because 

you now God will catch you if you 

fall. You can take great risks for the 

kingdom of God, because you 

know that the bottom line is that 

God will always provide for you 

the necessities of life. 

 

Earth Day, 2019 
Pastor Chris 

Teaching Truth.  

Loving Well. 
Listen live at Wilkin’s radio 

website or download the app. 

Tune in to KERI Bakersfield 

AM 1410.  

We are also looking for two 

more donors who will 

commit to $60 a month for 

one year so that we can reach 

the Richmond, VA or 

Tucson, AZ area. 

Contact pastor Chris for more 

info.  Pastorchris@mountainb

iblechurch.org  
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Bible Society of Egypt (BSOE) 
We met Ramez Atallah of the Bible 

Society of Egypt in 1993 while 

attending an English speaking church 

in Heliopolis, Egypt.  Ramez Atallah, 

well-educated, and Biblically sound, 

attended a seminary in Canada where 

he married Rebecca.  I have never met 

a more dedicated couple. They have a 

son and daughter, who share their 

parents’ passion for Egypt. 

Christians are not permitted to openly 

witness to Moslems in most Middle 

Eastern countries. The Bible Society of 

Egypt has a network of 16 bookshops 

nation-wide. The open Bible displayed 

in most shop windows raises the 

profile of God’s Word. The pages are 

turned daily, as passing people often 

stop to read the passage.  Recently a 

man stopped briefly to read.  He was 

obviously a very religious person.  As 

he read, he shook his head in surprise 

and dispute.  Turning he walked away, 

but at the end of the block, he turned 

around and came back and continued 

to read.  Three times he left and 

returned, showing confusion and 

perplexity as he continued to 

read.  Finally he entered the shop and 

asked to see a Bible.  The salesman 

explained that he had been reading the 

‘Sermon on the Mount’ and gave him 

a small selection focusing on this 

passage.  The man immediately asked 

to see where this was in the Bible, and 

began to compare the tract with the 

Bible, word for word. The man 

decided to purchase the New 

Testament and left. Three months 

later, still upset and perplexed, the man 

returned and asked to buy the Old 

Testament, and left.  One year later, 

the man returned but this time, the 

salesman no longer recognized him; he 

was a changed man, inside and out. 

During the 2011 up-rising in the 

Middle East, known as the ‘Arab 

Spring’, we feared for the welfare of 

the Atallah Family and hoped that they 

would flee Egypt and go to Canada, 

but that wasn’t in their make-up.  

The oppressive dictator of  Egypt, 

Hosni Mubarak, fought to retain 

control, but eventually had to 

resign.  Hope for democracy sprouted, 

but faltered as the only organized 

group was the radical, previously 

banned, Moslem Brotherhood.   A fair 

election was held and Mohamed 

Morsi, backed by the Brotherhood 

won.  He immediately changed their 

country’s constitution into a document 

that brought religious oppression to 

Egypt, far more severe than Mubarak’s 

Regime.  In Ramez own words, “the 

Moslem Brotherhood hijacked Egypt’s 

democracy”.  Eventually, the Egyptian 

military stepped in and ousted the 

Moslem Brotherhood and their 

president.  The Military then installed 

Abdel Fattah el Sisi, as interim 

president, and the voters who had had 

their fill of the Moslem Brotherhood 

responded by electing him in a 

landslide. El Sisi was sworn in as 

president, June 2014. 

In the past five years there has been 

some improvement in the lives of 

Egyptians, but as you might expect, 

the 2011 protests, revolts, and brutal 

government put-down, has had a 

devastating affect both financially and 

emotionally for rich and poor alike. 

The Egyptian pound is deflated.  The 

Egyptian people have had to question 

their faith and future.  All of this has 

tended to foster an interest in the Bible 

and its’ message of hope. 

In 2018, The Bible Society of Egypt 

distributed: 

 220,000 complete Bibles 

176,000 New Testaments 

1,700,000 other scriptures 

Additionally, the Bible Society 

conducts Training for Bible Study 

Group Leaders in the Coptic 

Orthodox Church, and Bible 

Engagement Programs for thousands 

of people who are eager to study 

scriptures.  An age appropriate series 

of Bible Studies for Youths in 

conjunction with a popular Bible Quiz 

competition has proved to be very 

successful. 

The Missions Committee of Mountain 

Bible Church has recently added the 

Bible Society of Egypt to the list of 

missionaries we support.  We hope 

that you will recognize this incredible 

opportunity and join us in prayer and 

support for Egypt. 

  

by Sam Conklin 

Family Camp 

Save the Date 

Family Camp will be held 

Friday, August 2nd through 

Sunday, August 4th.   

Angeles Crest Camp 
Angeles Crest Camp for Middle 

School and High School youth will 

be July 28 to Aug 1st.  The cost is 

$335 per child. Scholarships are 

available. Scholarship applications 

are in the office. Contact Bruce 

Crespo for more information @ 

(818) 307-1508.  Please let the of-

fice know if your children are 

planning to attend the camp.  
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What Do We Know About Gnosticism? 

Was Jesus married to Mary 
Magdalene? Were gospels 
destroyed that should have been 
in the Bible? Was Judas a hero 
who was the only disciple who 
understood Jesus and, in 
betraying Him, was carrying out 
Christ's secret instructions?   
 
Well, did that opening get your 
attention! 
 
As I have been discussing in the 
last few months of the 
Messenger, the question of the 
authenticity of the Bible will 
always be asked by the skeptical 
world, especially around 
Christmas or Easter.  The 
question will come about why 
doesn’t the Bible contain the 
Gospel of Judas or the Gospel of 
Mary, as if, by magic they were 
just discovered.   This is 
especially true since Dan 
Brown’s fictional book The Da 

Vinci Code, which used some 
variations of Gnostic writing to 
formulate his 2003 best selling 
book.  Bible scholars refer to 
these Gnostic writings as 
pseudepigrapha, or "falsely 
inscribed" or "falsely attributed", 
in the sense that the writings 
were written by anonymous 
authors who appended the 
name of an apostle to their 
work. 
 
Let’s take a moment and look at 
some background before we get 
into Gnosticism.  At the 
beginning of the New 

Testament era in the first 
century AD, many philosophies 
were active within the Roman 
Empire.  You should remember 
that the Romans accepted the 
cultures, religions and 
philosophies of the regions they 
conquered, but these regions 
also had to adopt the laws and 
punishments of the Roman 
Empire.   These cultures, 
religions and philosophies were 
largely adopted from the Greek 
and Hellenization of the regions.  
The Greek philosophical 
systems of Pythagoreanism, 
Stoicism, Cynicism, and 
Epicureanism attempted to 
explain the universe through 
human reason.  Many Greek 
philosophies featured a dualistic 
notion of reality, with the 
physical world being only a 
shadow of the spiritual world.  
From that philosophy, the 
material world was temporal 
and evil, while the spiritual 
world was eternal, real and 
good.  The New Testament 
suggests that people were quite 
fascinated by these “new ideas” 
in the Book of Acts 17:21“All the 
Athenians and the foreigners who 
lived there spent their time doing 
nothing but talking about and 
listening to the latest ideas.” 
 
As the Greek influences spread 
through the Roman Empire, the 
Roman gods and goddesses 
became identified with their 
Greek counterpart.  The Roman 
god Mercury was identified 

with Greek god Hermes.  
Remember in Acts14 the local 
priests called Paul “Hermes” and 
Barnabus “Zeus” when they 
healed a crippled man.  In 
Rome, around 20 BC, Caesar 
Augustus revived the 
priesthoods and appointed 
himself as pontifex maximus, 
which made him both the 
secular head of the Roman 
Empire and the religious leader 
resulting in the worship of the 
Emperor as a god. All during 
the Apostolic period when 
Christ and the Apostles were 
alive and teaching the gospel, 
the Roman religion was 
emperor worship.  
After the Apostolic period, 
between 100-200 AD 
Christianity exploded rapidly 
across the Roman Empire as 
converts to Christianity 
hungered for information about 
Jesus Christ. The movement 
became more diverse as it grew 
and Christians divided into 
various subgroups. 
Unfortunately, some got more 
radicalized until they became 
isolated cults with teachings 
that directly contradicted the 
gospel. Perhaps the most 
infamous of these were the 
Gnostics.   Gnosis is Greek for 
“knowledge” or “secret wisdom.” 
Gnosticism was mostly unified 
by a single set of obscure beliefs 
that mixed Christian theology 
with paganism.  As Christianity 
grew, Gnosticism only grew 
with it. The church leaders (who 
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What Do We Know About Gnosticism? (Cont.) 

took over after all the original 
apostles had died) wrote 
extensively about this heresy.  
These church leaders included 
Epiphanius, Irenaeus, Justin 
Martyr, Tertullian and 
Hippolytus all took issue with 
the Gnostics.  
Gnosticism was largely an 
attack on historical Christianity 
or an attempt to infiltrate or 
undermine it. Gnostics quoted 
from or alluded to most of the 
writings, which entered our 
New Testament and wrote in 
opposition to them or distorted 
them.  Gnostic ideas; with a 
growing emphasis on the 
opposition between flesh and 
spirit, the value of charisma, 
and the disqualification of the 
Jewish law.  The mortal body 
belonged to the world of 
inferior, worldly powers, and 
only the spirit or soul could be 
saved.  That the material world 
is bad, the spirit world is good. 
The material world is under the 
control of evil, ignorance or 
nothingness.  Since a good God 
could not have created an evil 
world, it must have been 
created by an inferior, ignorant 
or evil god.  Salvation is 
through a secret knowledge by 
which individuals come to 
know themselves, their origin 
and destiny. 
Gnostics claimed Christians 
were a step lower than they in 
the scale of enlightenment, that 
Jesus gave secret knowledge, 

which the untrained did not 
share. For instance, the Gospel 
of Judas claims Jesus gave secret 
instructions to Judas who was 
therefore the most enlightened 
disciple. The greatest Gnostic 
find to date has been the 
discovery, in 1945, of portions of 
46 different treatises discovered 
in a clay pot near Luxor, Egypt. 
These are by no means all of the 
Gnostic writings.  These can be 
found in the Nag Hammadi 
Library in Cairo, Egypt. 
Gnosticism has never 
completely died away and 
many of its ideas live on in 
modern New Ageism.  The New 
Age movement has kindred 
elements with secular 
humanism. The movement 
maintains that humankind 
stands at the threshold of a "new 
age" toward which individuals 
now must evolve mentally and 
spiritually.  
Psalm 118:8 “It is better to take 
refuge in the Lord than to trust 
in man.” 
 
By Jerry Henry  
 
Some of the points on 
Gnosticism were taken from 
articles: The Origins of 

Gnosticism By Philip Cottraux 
and Gnosticism by Dan Graves 

Sunday Morning 
Adult Bible Study 

 
The Book of Acts 

 
8:30 - 9:30  

 
with Jerry Henry 

 
Meet in the Library 

Fire Season -  

Weed Abatement 

 

Spring is here and fire 

season will be upon us 

before we know it.  If you 

are unable to do your hazard 

reduction clearance, or 

cannot pay a company to do 

it for you, then Mountain 

Bible is here to assist you.  If 

you need assistance, or are 

an able-bodied individual 

wanting to help, contact Eric 

Parker at (661) 703-5073.  
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The Call to Courage 

The Messenger 

From our Daily Bread Sunday May 

26, 2019 

 

Among a display of male statues 

(Nelson Mandela, Winston 

Churchill, Mahatma Gandhi, and 

others) in London’s Parliament 

Square, stand a lone statue of a 

woman. The solitary woman is 

Millicent Fawcett, who fought for 

the right of women to vote. She’s 

immortalized in bronze – holding a 

banner displaying words she 

offered in a tribute to a fellow 

suffragist. “Courage calls to 

courage everywhere.” Fawcett 

insisted that one person’s courage 

emboldens others – calling timid 

souls into action. 

 

As David prepared to hand his 

throne over to his son Solomon, he 

explained the responsibilities that 

would soon rest heavy on his 

shoulders.  It’s likely Solomon 

quivered under the weight of what 

he faced: leading Israel to follow 

all God’s instructions, guarding the 

land God had entrusted to them, 

and overseeing the monumental 

task of building the temple (1 

Chronicles 28:8-10). 

 

Knowing Solomon’s trembling 

heart, David offers his son 

powerful words: “Be strong and 

courageous…Do not be afraid or 

discouraged, for the Lord God, my 

God, is with you” V.20). Real 

courage would never arise from 

Solomon’s own skill or confidence 

but rather from relying on God’s 

presence and strength. God 

provided the courage Solomon 

needed. 

When we face hardship, we often 

try to drum up boldness or talk 

ourselves into bravery. God, 

however, is the one who renews our 

faith. He will be with us. And His 

presence calls us to courage. 

 

What causes your heart to 
tremble in fear? How can you 
seek God’s presence and 
power in moving toward 
courage? 
 
God, I’m often so afraid. And 

when I am, I’m tempted to rely 

on my own wits or courage – 

and that’s never enough. Be 

with me. Give me Your courage. 

  

Mountain Bible Church 

supports the following foreign 

and local missionaries: 

 

Matthew & Kelly Mendoza 

Caleb & Laura Cook 

Austin & Heather Surl 

Max & Karen Hatfield 

Good News Clubs 

Family Life Pregnancy Center 

The Mission at Kern  

Gideon's International 

Bible Society of Egypt 

National Day of Prayer 
 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

  

6:45am-8:30am Kiwani’s 

Prayer Breakfast at St. Mala-

chy’s Catholic Church. 

Mayor Susan Wiggins will be 

the speaker. 

  

Noon-1pm Prayer Rally in 

front of City Hall 

115 South Robinson St. 

  

7pm-8:30pm All-City Church 

Service at Church of the 

Apostolic Faith  

423 S. Curry Street.  

Shoe Drive 

 

April 15 - May 5 

 

Donate new or gently used shoes 

for those in need. 

 

Shoes must be in good condition 

and free of tear and holes.  All 

shoes will be donated to the Salva-

tion Army. 

 

You may drop off your donations 

on Sunday in the narthex or in the 

office during office hours. 

Thank you. Amelia and Olivia.  



 

For Help and Answers 
 

Call the church office ………………(661) 822-7541 

Prayer request call the church office or  

email the office at info@mountainbiblechurch.org 

 

Call the office @ (661) 822-7541 for the following: 

Name or address change 

Hospital Visits 

Counseling information 

Child Dedication Service 

Membership/Baptism 
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“If we find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this world can 
satisfy, the most probable explanation is that we were made for 

another world.” 

― C.S. Lewis  
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Annonson, Elijah 5/14 

Ary, Laurie 5/14 

Boston, Chris 5/23 

Cardiel, Steve 5/10 

Collins, Dennis 5/16 

Collins, DJ 5/12 

Costelloe, Melissa 5/30 

Crespo, Bruce 5/29 

Ferry, Fiona 5/28 

Frost, Lindee Ann 5/19 

Mata, Tyler 5/4 

Morrison, Sue 5/19 

Ohmit, Andy 5/5 

Robinson, Charlie 5/11 

Robins, Jackson 5/25 

Wheeler, Logan 5/7 

Happy Anniversary to  

Ed and Carol Weston 5/27/89 
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