
think globally about what God 

was doing around the world, and 

how we could partner with Him 

to accomplish His purpose on the 

earth. On Sunday mornings one 

of our missionaries delivered the 

sermon, and we had breakout 

sessions with the missionary 

families on campus, so that we 

could meet all of them, while the 

missionary children participated 

in our kids’ ministries. Monday 

night was our lady’s night and 

our church ladies and daughters 

met with the missionary wives 

and tasted food from around the 

world and prayed for them and 

their families.  Tuesday night 

was our men’s BBQ and men 

and their sons met at a member’s 

home with the missionaries and 

their sons, and the men prayed 

for them and their families. 

Wednesday night we had an all 

church dinner and worshiped 

together, and we had a Christmas 

in October where we showered 

the missionary kids with gifts. 

That next Sunday we prayerfully 

considered how we would sup-

port our missionaries throughout 

the year. We always enjoyed 

getting to know the missionaries 

we supported, their families, and 

hearing their testimonies. It kept 

our church growing young. It is 

my hope that MBC will continue 

to look for ways we can expand 

our vision for sharing the good 

news of Jesus and support mis-

sionaries worldwide.  

 

At Home 

Timothy Keller reminds us that 

Autumn has always been my 

favorite season of the year. 

While growing up in Kansas 

City we’d get a reprieve from 

the heat and humidity and could 

finally break out the long 

sleeves and sweatshirts. My 

Autumns are filled with memo-

ries of picking out a pumpkin at 

the pumpkin patch and carving 

it under the supervision of my 

Mom and Dad, eating lots of 

candy and dressing up in cos-

tumes, and going to the apple 

orchard and eating all the varie-

ty of apples, apple fritters, and 

drinking frozen apple cider 

until we were completely 

stuffed. I especially enjoy doing 

these things with my family 

now. My thoughts of Fall-time 

include a community of friends 

doing Fall church events, home 

Bible studies, eating snacks, 

fellowshipping, laughing, sit-

ting around a bonfire and cook-

ing s’mores, praying together 

and just moving a little slower 

and making time for small-talk 

with strangers. 

 

A Fresh Start 

Autumn is a time for a fresh 

start. Not only is Autumn a 

fresh start for kids beginning a 

new grade in school, or for 

football fans (have you seen 

Patrick Mahomes of the KC 

Chiefs lately?), but Autumn is 

an opportunity for all of us to 

begin anew after life falls apart 

(your family, career, marriage, 

or dream). Psalm 32:1 says, 

“Count yourself lucky, how 

happy you must be – you get a 

fresh start, your slate’s wiped 

clean. Count yourself lucky – 

God holds nothing against you 

and you’re holding nothing 

back from him” (The Mes-

sage). One of my friends made 

a prediction this past week that 

the KC Chiefs will be one of 

the greatest teams we’ve ever 

seen in the NFL. Besides hop-

ing he is right I thought: What 

if we got this excited about the 

future of MBC? What if we 

made a prediction that MBC 

will be known as one of the 

most thriving churches show-

ing acceptance, love, and for-

giveness in Kern County and 

around the world?  

 

Around the World  

Fall time was when our church 

had its mission conference each 

year. We called it “Go Global.” 

It was one of the most signifi-

cant weeks in the life of our 

church. We would bring the 

missionaries that we supported 

who were on furlough into our 

church to spend time with our 

church family for a week-long 

event. It was here that we kept 

Jesus’s mandate in front of our 

eyes to “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, bap-

tizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Ho-

ly Spirit, teaching them to ob-

serve all that I commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you al-

ways, even to the end of the 

age” (Matt. 28:19-20). As a 

church body, we learned to 

A Fresh Start: Around the World and at Home 
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“To be loved but not known is 

comforting but superficial. To 

be known and not loved is our 

greatest fear. But to be fully 

known and truly loved is, well, 

a lot like being loved by God. 

It is what we need more than 

anything. It liberates us from 

pretense, humbles us out of our 

self-righteousness, and fortifies 

us for any difficulty life can 

throw at us.” In order to fully 

accomplish this level of inti-

macy and friendship at MBC, 

we have to move from superfi-

cial Christianity to a place of 

vulnerability. We have to learn 

to take off our “church face” 

on Sundays and love someone 

different than us. Until we 

learn that our value comes 

from who we belong to and not 

our performance, we will not 

be in a position where we can 

love others well, because we 

will be too preoccupied with 

our own interests. 

 

This prepositional phrase in the 

great commandment “as your-

self” is often neglected, or por-

trayed negatively, but it is es-

sential to loving God and oth-

ers. For many people their val-

ue is based on what they do. 

The formula goes like this: 

You do something well + peo-

ple notice = you’re great. Our 

self-image and great-ness is 

fragile. As soon as we mess up, 

or we don’t get the praise we 

think we deserve, our per-

ceived value goes down. How-

ever, when we wonder off, get 

in trouble, or mess up, our val-

ue does not change, because 

our value never came from 

those things anyway. When we 

realize this, we can stop man-

aging our own value, focusing 

on ourselves, trying to perform 

well in order to gain the ap-

plause of others, and start lov-

ing others “as we love our-

selves.”  

 

Jesus moves closer to those 

who wonder off, not away. 

“Suppose one of you had a 

hundred sheep and lost one. 

Wouldn’t you leave the 99 in 

the wilderness and go after the 

lost 1 until you found it? When 

found, you can be sure you 

would put it across your shoul-

ders, rejoicing, and when you 

got home call in your friends 

and neighbors, saying, 

“Celebrate with me! I’ve found 
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a better future. A place that 

realizes life is messy but wel-

comes life and welcomes the 

messes. It’s a place you can 

be fully known and truly 

loved.   

  
Pastor Chris 

A new greeting for our guests 

my lost sheep! Count on it – 

there’s more joy in heaven 

over 1 sinner’s rescued life 

than over 99 good people in no 

need of rescue.” Let’s be 

church members who move 

toward others who wonder off, 

fail, or mess up.  

 

Church, it feels good to be 

home at Mountain Bible 

Church. To me home is a place 

where we love God, we love 

each other, and we love life. 

Home is a place where you 

know that you are loved un-

conditionally. You matter – no 

matter what! A home church is 

a place that helps you succeed; 

not helps you help it succeed. 

It’s a place that teaches truth 

and grace so that you, your 

family, and your kids can have 

                        Welcome  

                       Home 
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My name is Susan Bunch and I am a native Californian born and raised in the Los 

Angeles area.  After high school I served in the Navy as a jet engine mechanic on the 

F/A-18 Hornet. During this time, I met and served alongside my future husband, Jes-

se. Upon completing 4 years of service I then began a career as a paralegal.  After 

working nine years in both public and private sectors of the legal field, I left the 

workforce to raise a family.   

  

Once the children got older I pursued more education and obtained Associate degrees 

in Accounting and Business Administration with Honors from Fullerton College.   

 

In 2016, God led our family to Tehachapi and we feel so blessed to be a part of the 

Mountain Bible Church family.  I am very excited to be part of the Children’s Minis-

try, my hope is that all of the children that walk through our doors feel like they be-

long and that they can be a light to others through Jesus Christ.    

Susan Bunch 

I am Sara Frost, I grew up as an Army brat for 17 years of my life, to which I am 

very thankful.  I have been married to Chris Frost for 10 years, and we have three 

beautiful children Caiden, Brielle and Lindee Ann.  In 2014, I graduated with a de-

gree in Christian Ministry and a minor in Cross Cultural Studies.  My education was 

enhanced when I lived in Sudan for half a year teaching English at a women’s uni-

versity and at an elementary school.  Our team formed friendships with whole fami-

lies that afforded the opportunity to share the Gospel.  I have had various jobs since 

graduating, but one of my favorites was being a Florist for six years.  I hope to 

someday do it again. 

In 2016 we moved to Dallas, so Chris could finish his Masters, and I joined 

S.W.I.M. (Seminary Wifes in Ministry).  I was on their board and performed many 

functions such as event decorator, event planner and facilitator of a women’s small 

group Bible study. 

I am so excited and honored to be Co-Children’s Ministry Director here at Mountain 

Bible Church.  I pray that we can partner with parents to cultivate in our children, a 

love and excitement for God’s Word and His church.  I have a vision of an exciting 

and vibrant ministry for our children in our future.  I am encouraged by two passag-

es, Ephesians 4: 15-16 and 2 Timothy 3: 14-17.  God has equipped us as believers to 

be able to share the Gospel and show God’s love in any situation, job or season of 

life.  I look forward to seeing what God has in store for our church and children’s 

ministry.  Sara Frost 

Introducing our new Children Ministry Co-Directors 



We are so very grateful for the wonder-

ful celebration the Mountain Bible congre-

gation provided for Diane and myself.  Not 

having much of a part in the planning, we 

were surprised almost every step of the 

way. 

We did invite many of our joint family 

members and some friends too but we were 

so glad to see the unexpected guests too.   

The program was wonderful, with memo-

rable speeches and comments. Everyone en-

joyed the musical talent of Tom Lichtenwaldt. 

Diane and I commented on how good the 

food was for such a large group.  The coun-

try club deserves a round of applause.  

We want to highlight the generous gifts, 

from the Memory Book to the amazing Love 

Offering.  Perhaps the biggest surprise was 

the honor of having the fellowship hall 

named for Diane and myself.  

Oh my, the whole event was marvelous 

and touched our hearts.  We want to extend  

our gratitude to all who took part in this 

great event.  Those upfront like Christy Boyd 

for the fun video, John Hicks for talking 

about MBC’s beginning and the rest of the 

speakers too.  Also thanks for all those be-

hind the scenes such as Carol Weston, Lori 

Henry and John & Cheryl Gusbeth.  I know 

we have left some out but we do owe so 

much to so many. 

May God’s Blessings surround MBC! 

 

Pastor Marv and Diane 

Thankful Expressions from Pastor Marv and Diane 
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Little events in our daily lives can provide worthy 

lessons.  When we go out to have a meal, we are ex-

pected to leave a tip. When the food is good and the 

service matches our expectations, it is easier to say 

“Thank You” with a tip.  If the server is someone we 

have a history with, our tip may be larger than the 

expected 15%. 

God is there for our little and big events and we have 

a forever history with Him. His Word states our tithe 

to Him is to be 10% of our money.  When we stay 

close to God and His church, we find it easier to give 

our Tithe and more.  The “service” God provides us  

is more than we expect or even deserve.  The father 

in this story could explain to his son that we also give 

back to God in the form of our time and talents.  This 

means that we commune to God thru prayer, we take 

time to worship God through attending His Church 

and we use our skills to His benefit.  
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Lichtenwaldt..  A real show-

stopper was the beautiful video  

created by Christy Boyd. 

 

Pastor Marv and Diane  were 

greeted by many family mem-

bers from near and far. There 

were so many surprises that 

evening.  The congregation 

contributed a well deserved 

Love Offering for Pastor Marv 

and Diane.  There was a 

Memory Book created by Sally 

Periman Lawrence  with the aid 

of Cheryl Gusbeth.  To top this, 

the Fellowship Hall has been 

named in honor of Pastor Marv 

and Diane. 

 

Wow! We have travelled 

through a memorable Septem-

ber.  We paid an emotional 

farewell to a long lasting era.  

Under the leadership and guid-

ance of Pastor Marv and Diane, 

our congregation grew in to a 

Church with a wide spread fam-

ily root system. We lift our 

hands (some with a cup of joe) 

in salute to Pastor Marv and 

Diane.  “Thanks” is too small a 

word to capture our gratitude.  

We tried hard to show our ap-

preciation with our dinner in 

their honor.  We will never for-

get the debt we owe to this 

great couple.. 

 

 It was fitting that Pastor Chris 

Frost closed out that  evening’s 

festivities.  Now we look for-

ward to what God has in plan 

for us, His Church and  His 

family.    
Bob Winger 

A CUP OF JOE WITH BOB...Two Great Days 

Recently our church family 

was blessed with two just 

incredible days. Each one 

required years in the making 

and months in the planning 

to honor each one. 

 

The marking of our 47th 

Anniversary of coming to-

gether as a recognized  

Church body, was held on 

Sunday, September 9th. 

Pastor Marv has looked for-

ward with great anticipation. 

His desire was to make this 

a very memorable celebra-

tion for our church family.  

His touch was all over the 

day’s agenda., selecting 

speakers, singers and songs. 

We can agree that his goal  

and desire was reached.  

 

As his vision became more 

solid, more and more people 

joined  to take part.  Pastor 

Marv wanted the service to 

be dominated with music.  

At the start of the process, 

we could all have suspected 

that  our Jimmy Phillips 

would be on board.  Then 

Tommy Hayes was added, 

to be followed by Traci 

Barnes. These  three  have 

performed together many 

times over the years and 

they put on a great perfor-

mance for us. 

 

All the music performances 

were great.  The  Praise 

Team started off, followed 

by Audrey Sundelius sing-

ing.  Then we were enter-

tained by Andy Ohmit  in 

singing  and on guitar, Ame-

lia & Olivia Bunch  singing 

& playing guitar & piano. 

Concluding our musical 

entertainment was Sally 

Periman -Lawrence.  What a 

line up! 

 

We were honored with two 

speakers.  Pastor Cole was a 

part of our  very beginning  and 

helped to set our foundation.  

He informed us of his role in 

setting us on a good path.  The 

last speak was Pastor Marv and 

Diane's grandson, Matthew Oro-

na.  You can listen to the service 

again on our website. 

 

Afterwards we all enjoyed a 

tasty potluck.   We have great 

cooks who shared their  skills 

with the church family.  As al-

ways Naya Kuithe  took good 

care of making the  buffet com-

plete. 

 

There were lots of games and 

events too.  I enjoyed the water 

balloon wet seat!  There was  a 

photo booth so we could take 

home a  souvenir.  Big shout out 

to Cheryl Gusbeth and her 

amazing team.. 

 

The next “great day” was actu-

ally in the evening of September 

14th.  This was our Pastor Ap-

preciation Dinner.  This event 

required so much planning and 

hard work.  It required a team of 

dedicated people to plan it, car-

ry it out and adhere to secrecy.  

 

It was held at The Oaks Country 

Club in Bear Valley Springs.  

Big thank you to Carol Westin 

for securing the venue.   A wor-

thy location for such a wonder-

ful event..   

 

We all enjoyed a real good meal  

capped off with cupcakes.  The 

program was highlighted with 

wonderful speeches and with 

two songs performed  by Tom 

If you would like to 

see the video pro-

duced by Christy 

Boyd, it is on You 

Tube at the follow-

ing  link 
https://youtu.be/

DMKlDuX6xRA 
 You can just watch 

this over & over. It 

is a joy. 

https://youtu.be/DMKlDuX6xRA
https://youtu.be/DMKlDuX6xRA
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Our children needed a 
little coaxing to believe 
that it was worth putting 
on snorkeling gear to 
peer beneath the surface 
of the Caribbean Sea, 
off the shore of Tobago. 
But after they dove in, 
they resurfaced ecstatic, 
“there are thousands of 
fish of all different col-
ors! It’s so beautiful! I’ve 
never seen such colorful 
fish!” 
 
Because the surface of 
the water looked similar 
to freshwater lakes near 
our home, our children 
could have missed the 

beauty hidden just below 
the surface. 
 
When the prophet Samu-
el went to Bethlehem to 
anoint one of Jesse’s sons 
to be the next king, Sam-
uel saw the oldest son, 
Eliab. Samuel was im-
pressed by his appear-
ance.  The prophet 
thought he had found the 
right man, but the Lord 
rejected Eliab. God re-
minded Samuel that He “ 
Does not look at the 
things people look at. 
People look at the out-
ward appearance but the 
Lord looks at the heart”  

 (I Samuel 16:7) 
 
So Samuel asked if there 
were more sons. The 
youngest boy wasn’t pre-
sent as he was caring for 
the family’s sheep. This 
son, David , was sum-
moned and the Lord di-
rected Samuel to anoint 
him.  
 
Often we look at people 
only on a surface level 
and we don’t always 
take the time to see their 
inner, sometimes, hidden 
beauty.  
 

Hidden Beauty 
We don’t always value 
God’s values.  But if we 
take the time to peer be-
neath the surface, we may 
find great treasure. 
 
OUR DAILY BREAD,      
JULY 2018 

 
 Feeling Lost?  Join one 

of our Bible Studies or   

Small Groups.  You will 

surly find your way thru 

Bible stories and learn 

lessons that will direct 

you on the pathway you 

should  follow. 

 

For more information 

and details, look at your 

Sunday map guide, the 

Bulletin. 
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For Help and Answers 
Call the church office-----——————-—————-----822-7541 

Crisis Prayer requests————--------—Call Carol, 822-5479 

Change address or phone———————————---822-7541 

Doctrinal questions-----——————-–————--------822-7541 

Wedding questions----———————-————---------822-7541 

Hospital visits----------------——————————-—-------822-7541 

Counseling Information--———–———————-------822-7541 

Child dedication Service -———————————-----822-7541 

Student Ministries (Junior High to College)---—-822-7541 

Membership/Baptism-----———————————------822-7541 

Anniversaries in October 
Megan and Jude  Orona              10/12/13 
Diana and Eric Parker                   10/15/11 

Name                        Day 
Tammy McCain  1 
Teal Johnson   1 
Judy Lehman   2 
Paul Hughes   2 
Colleen Machynia   3 
Therese Pridgen   5 
Robert Krieger   6 
Jorge Ortega   6 
Brooke Boyd   8 
Luke Williams   9 
Kim Domingo   10 
Emily Visscher  10 
Patty Mosher  11 

Alexis Mason  15 
Jennifer Buchanan  17 
Crysta Gusbeth  17 
Bob Lehman               19 
Antonio Sanchez              20 
Margie Williams                21 
Amanda Bishop                 22 
Sue Montgomery               23 
Dot Gillies                         25 
Kayla White                     26 
Jonathan Birks                   26 
Krystal Christopher            28 
Marlene Capron                29 

Birthdays in October 
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