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more than conquerors 

through Him who loved 

us. (38) For I am persuad-

ed that neither death 

nor life, nor angels nor 

principalities nor powers, 

nor things present nor 

things to come, (39) nor 

height nor depth, nor 

any other created thing, 

shall be able to separate 

us from the love of God 

which is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” Romans 8:35-

39 (NKJV)  
     Paul is saying that he expe-

rienced God’s love continual-

ly, irrespective of life’s cir-

cumstances! That is the stand-

ard for us to aim for also. More 

to the point though, do our 

loved ones experience our 

love, acceptance, and for-

giveness irrespective of their 

life’s circumstances? The ex-

hortation of Scripture is that 

we are to love others even as 

we are loved! 

King David certainly had his 

dark days when the “Haters 

came out full force to jeer and 

taunt him for his failures. And 

yet he declares for all to 

see.  “I love you, LORD; you 

are my strength.”  Psalm 

18:1 (NLT)  

“Take your son, your only 

son—yes, Isaac, whom you 

love so much—and go to the 

land of Moriah. Go and 

sacrifice him as a burnt 

offering on one of the 

mountains, which I will 

show you.” Genesis  
     All of us know the power of 

love!  We’ve experienced its 

power from all aspects of it. 

We’ve felt the compelling force 

or our emotions that convince us 

that when we act foolishly and 

no one will notice except the 

object of our affections. We’ve 

felt the strong bond of comrade-

ships when working on the same 

team as another. We’ve also 

found the power of love that 

motivates us to sacrifice time, 

energy, talents, and finances, to 

help the ones loved. 

     All of these dimensions of 

love are felt in our relationships 

with people; They are also part 

of our experience of loving God 

and accepting His love for us. In 

human terms, we mess up every 

aspect of love; so, our standard 

bearer must be God! When we 

experience God’s love He in-

stills complete confidence with 

His loving purpose! 

   Confident that His love isn’t     

fickle like ours so often is. 

Confidence that in His love;           

He always does what is the 

best for us and always 

meets us at the point of our 

greatest need.  

Confident that the trials and 

tests we go through are 

always under His watchful 

eyes. 

Confident that nothing nor 

no one can ever separate 

us from His perfect love. 

Paul, who suffered much and 

often at the hands of “1st cen-

tury haters” applied God’s 

love to his life experiences. 

Listen as you read: 

“Three times I was beat-

en with rods; once I 

was stoned; three 

times I was ship-

wrecked; a night and a 

day I have been in the 

deep;” 2 Corinthians 

11:25 (NKJV) 

“Who shall separate us 

from the love of 

Christ? Shall tribula-

tion, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, 

or nakedness, or peril, 

or sword? (36) As it is 

written: "For Your sake 
we are killed all day 
long; We are accounted 
as sheep for the 
slaughter." (37) Yet in all 

these things we are 
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Sometimes it seems the 

world is full of dark days 

and also “Haters.” 

Moses wrote about God’s 

love in a rather surpris-

ing manor considering 

the great and difficult 

paths he was called to 

traverse.   

“But I lavish unfailing 

love for a thousand 

generations on those 

who love me and obey 

my commands” Exodus 

20:6 (NLT)  

The guiding principle of 

loving our neighbor is, 

“Love your neighbor as 

you love yourself. 

“Do not seek revenge or 

bear a grudge against 

a fellow Israelite, but 

love your neighbor as 

yourself. I am the 

LORD.” Leviticus 

19:18 (NLT)  

 

And you must love the 

LORD your God with 

all your heart, all your 

soul, and all your 

strength. Deuterono-

my 6:5 (NLT)  

So be very careful to 

love the LORD your 

God. Joshua 23:11 

(NLT)  
God has pledged unfailing 

love to those who love 

Him!!  

“Then I said, “O LORD, 

God of heaven, the 

great and awesome 

God who keeps his 

covenant of unfailing 

love with those who 

love him and obey his 

commands, Nehemiah 

1:5 (NLT)  
God’s love is like a blanket 

that is spread over those 

who come to Him for pro-

tection so that we may be 

filled with joy. 

“But let all who take 

refuge in you rejoice; 

let them sing joyful 

praises forever. Spread 

your protection over 

them, that all who love 

your name may be 

filled with joy.” Psalm 

5:11 (NLT)  

In Psalm 27; David 

wrote about God’s pro-

tection from evil people 

and their nefarious 

schemes as nothing to 

be afraid of because 

our enemies will stum-

ble! 

The LORD is my light 

and my salvation— so 

why should I be 

afraid? The LORD is 

my fortress, protect-

ing me from danger, so 

why should I tremble? 
(2) When evil people 

come to devour me, 

when my enemies and 

foes attack me, they 

will stumble and fall. 
(3) Though a mighty 

army surrounds me, 

my heart will not be 

afraid. Even if I am 

attacked, I will remain 

confident. Psalm 27:1

-3 (NLT)  

“Love the LORD, all you 

godly ones! For the 

LORD protects those 

who are loyal to him, 

but he harshly punish-

es the arrogant.” 

Psalm 31:23 (NLT)  

“But may all who search 

for you be filled with 

joy and gladness in 

you. May those who 

love your salvation 

repeatedly shout, 

“The LORD is great!” 

Psalm 40:16 (NLT)  

 
God’s love is the most 
powerful force in the 
world! We can and should 

trust His love for us at all 

times and every circum-

stance. 

“Yes, we had the sen-

tence of death in our-

selves, that we should 

not trust in ourselves 

but in God who raises 

the dead, (10) who de-

livered us from so 

great a death, and 

does deliver us; in 

whom we trust that 

He will still deliver 

us,”  2 Corinthians 
1:9-10 (NKJV) 

“But may all who search 

Continue 
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for you be filled with 

joy and gladness in 

you. May those who 

love your salvation 

repeatedly shout, 

“God is great!” Psalm 

70:4 (NLT)  

 

You who love the 

LORD, hate evil! He 

protects the lives of 

his godly people and 

rescues them from 

the power of the wick-

ed.” Psalm 97:10 

(NLT)  

Hatred stirs up quar-

rels, but love makes 

up for all offenses. 

Proverbs 10:12 

(NLT)  

As we consider how to 

best show love in this 

month of February and 

especially the Four-

teenth, we will do well 

to remember these 

overall bridges of life 

and love! 

Love prospers when a 

fault is forgiven, but 

dwelling on it sepa-

rates close friends. 

Proverbs 17:9 (NLT) 

A bowl of vegetables 

with someone you love 

is better than steak 

with someone you 

hate. Proverbs 15:17 

(NLT)  

Have a wonderful Feb.! 

Your Pastor, Marv 
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For Help and Answers 
Call the church office-----——————-—————-----822-7541 

Crisis Prayer requests————--------—Call Carol, 822-5479 

Change address or phone———————————---822-7541 

Doctrinal questions-----——————-–————--------822-7541 

Wedding questions----———————-————---------822-7541 

Hospital visits----------------——————————-—-------822-7541 

Counseling Information--———–———————-------822-7541 

Child dedication Service -———————————-----822-7541 

Student Ministries (Junior High to College)---—-822-7541 

Membership/Baptism-----———————————------822-7541 

 
 

 

 

Join us on February 9th beginning at 5:00pm in the  main 

church to watch Our church family members share their 

talents and gifts. Bob Winger will be our MC so you 

know the night will be fun. 

 

Sign up in the narthex if you would like to attend dinner 

at Big Papa’s following the Talent Show.   

A Minister parked his 

car in a no-parking 

zone in a large city 

and attached the fol-

lowing message to 

his windshield: “I 

have circled this 

block 10 times. I 

have an appointment 

to keep.  

Forgive us our tres-

passes.” 

When he returned to 

his car he found this 

reply attached to his 

own note along with 

a ticket: “I’ve circled 

this block for 10 

years. If I don’t give 

you a ticket, I lose 

my job. 

 Lead us not into 

temptation.” 
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Happy Valentine’s Day 

Pumpkin Patch in 

October. 

This will be a do-

nation of our time 

and talents and a 

fun time to worship 

with our MBC fami-

ly. Please come 

and join us. 

To RSVP or if you 

have any questions 

please contact Lin-

da Harris at 822-

3962 or  

The office at 

822-7541. 

Craft Workshop 

We will be sell-

ing our crafts, with 

proceeds going to 

MBC, during the 

We will be start-

ing the Mountain Bi-

ble Church craft 

workshop in Febru-

ary. We are asking 

all those who are 

interested in learn-

ing a new craft pro-

ject, or those who 

would like to bring 

something they en-

joy making to join 

us on, Saturday, 

February 17th in 

the Fellowship Hall 

from 1 to 4pm.  
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Live and Learn by Al  Morris 

Bonnie dated his son 
briefly. About the 
second or third time 
he told Bonnie to, 
"Get me a glass of 
water," "Get me this" 
or "Get me that," she 
responded: "Your 
arms not broken get 
it yourself." Needless 
to say that relation-
ship was short lived. 
 
The first few years 
Ruth and I were mar-
ried, pre polio, on the 
Saturdays she had to 
work as a phone op-
erator, I cleaned 
house and did the 
laundry. After Jim, 
was born I changed 
diapers, even the 
stinky ones. We never 
had a strict delinea-
tion of what is men’s 
work or what is wom-
en’s work, although 
we were traditional 
in a lot of ways. 
 
In our post polio 

years, Ruth is not on-
ly all the things tradi-
tionally in the prov-
ince of the fairest 
gender, she has be-
come a good me-
chanic (around the 
house), grounds 
keeper, poultry 
farmer, and practical 
nurse; all things that 
should be in my job 
description. 
 
The Bible doesn’t 
help us a lot with 
specifics, but it does 
outline the role we 
should play as hus-
band or wife, father, 
or mother. It seems to 
me these roles are 
more relational than 
job specific. Our fo-
cus should be on 
team-work, putting 
each other first, serv-
ing one another. 
 
Should a man wash 
dishes, clean house, 
cook, and do laun-

Those of us who re-
member World War 
II, remember Rosie the 
Riveter. Rosie was the 
symbol of the many 
women who filled in 
the gap left by men 
joining the military. 
Rosie was the riveter, 
the mechanic, the fac-
tory assembler, the 
machine operator, all 
jobs ordinarily or ex-
clusively held by men. 
These women were 
willing to get their 
hands oily in our fac-
tories and shops, and 
were credited with 
playing a major role 
in winning the war. 
 
A man whom we knew 
in our former church 
commented he would-
n’t allow a microwave 
oven in his house be-
cause that meant his 
wife wasn’t spending 
enough time and care 
in preparing his 
meals. Our daughter 

dry? Sure. Especial-
ly if his wife needs 
help. Should a 
woman drive an 
eighteen wheeler or 
be a mechanic? If 
that is her aptitude 
and her home situa-
tion calls for the in-
come, why not?  
 
Should we love our 
country? Should a 
man love his wife, 
and a wife love her 
husband? Absolute-
ly! That’s the crux 
of this whole con-
versation. 
 
Have a blessed 
month. Al 
 
*This is one of many 
collection of stories 
that Al Morris wrote 
for Mountain Bible 
from 2003-2006 

“BEING IN LOVE IS A GOOD THING, BUT IT IS NOT THE BEST THING. LOVE IS A 

DEEP UNITY, MAINTAINED BY THE WILL AND DELIBERATELY STRENGTHENED 

BY HABIT; REINFORCED BY THE GRACE WHICH BOTH PARTNERS ASK AND RE-

CEIVE FROM GOD. ON THIS LOVE THE ENGINE OF MARRIAGE IS RUN, BEING IN 

LOVE WAS THE EXPLOSION THAT STARTED IT.” 

                                                                                     -C.S. LEWIS 



Gossip vs Venting: Is There A Difference? 
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Over the next few months we will present the Biblical view on this subject, submitted by 

Lila Winger. 

 

The American Heritage Dictionary 

 

gossip – 

Rumor or talk of a personal, sensational, or intimate nature 

A person who habitually spreads gossip 

Trivial, chatty talk or writing 

vent –  

Means of escape or release from confinement; an outlet:  give vent to anger 

An opening permitting the escape of a gas 

The small hole at the breech of a gun through which the charge is ignited 

anger – 

A strong feeling of displeasure or hostility 

To make angry:  enrage or provoke 

To become angry 

gas – 

 Slang.  Idle or boastful talk 

charge – 

To load with a quantity of explosive 

To attack violently 

A claim of wrongdoing:  an accusation   

The following is from Laura Steiner @ seasonedwithsaltblog.com 

 

RELATIONSHIPS 

 

They’re what life is all about.  We were designed to be relational and in community with each 

other, to love and lift each other up as followers of Christ.  We learn this early on in life, and 

as we grow older and more mature, so do our relationships.  Most friendships start out young 

and innocent.  But soon, the innocence wears off and sin sets in.  Kids can be mean and mali-

cious, and so can adults.  The difference is, adults become better at hiding it. 

Friendships transition quickly from playing house, to discussing what you’re wearing, to 

prom, to boys, to parties.  Sometimes, talking about other people becomes the driving force 

in many friendships.  Our friendships as adults do and should look a lot different than this, 

but sometimes they’re still centered around the poison that quietly enters our hearts:  some-
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thing that happens all too often but that we fail to talk about openly and honestly:  GOSSIP. 

 

 

THE ROOT 

We all know it’s harder to make friends as adults.  Not everyone is in the same phase of life 

anymore, and once school, parties and other social events come to an end, it’s more difficult to 

find things in common.  Often times, when we find nothing else in common, we fall back on 

talking about others:  sometimes its people we have in common or don’t know at all.  But this 

is a very feeble attempt at making friends, and when a friendship is built on gossip, it’s a very 

fake and unrewarding relationship to be part of.  No fruit and no good can come from a rela-

tionship ridden with gossip. 

 

A CLOSER LOOK 
“But I’m just venting!”  We all try to justify it.  More often than not, venting is used as an ex-

cuse to gossip.  We think we are masking the real issue by calling it something else.  Most of 

us don’t mean to gossip maliciously, and we are not intentionally trying to tear others down.  

So what is the difference between gossip and venting (if there is one), and when is venting 

OK? The line between the two can get blurry, so let’s take a closer look at what each one 

means: 

 

GOSSIP 
Not always accurate 

Where jealousy festers 

Hurtful 

Not seeking resolution 

Reporting on other peoples’ private affairs 

Talking about people you don’t know with others 

Imposing judgment, speculation and assumptions 

Almost always negative/tearing others down 

 

VENTING 
Voicing a frustration about a situation (negativity is not geared toward a person) 

Does not involve slandering a particular person or people 

Seeks and typically results in finding a solution 

Confiding in a professional counselor or trusted mentor about a difficult situation for the pur-

pose of seeking advice on how to discuss the issue with the person/people involved 

Continue 


