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 Church, I’d like to share an excerpt from the book “Church Unique” with you as it 

relates to the vision of Mountain Bible Church. 

“A pumpkin farmer was strolling though his rows of beautiful green leaves at the beginning 

of the season, as the acorn-size pumpkins were starting to add dots to the landscape.  He 

glanced down and noticed a clear glass jar.  Curiosity got the best of 

him, so he took the jar over to one of his pumpkin buds, threaded the 

small pumpkin on its vine inside the open jar, and left it sitting there in 

the field. 

 Months later, with the experiment long forgotten, the famer was 

walking his land, greatly satisfied with the large beautiful pumpkins 

that covered the patch.  He rediscovered the glass jar, totally intact, and 

was startled to see it completely filled up with the little pumpkin that 

grew inside.  The thin glass barrier had defined the shape of the orange 

mass within.  The pumpkin was only one-third of the size it should have 

been. 

 The problem for this little pumpkin is the same problem for 

most churches today.  Rather than growing to their full potential from their unique DNA, 

they conform to the shape of an external mold or model.  These “glass jars” create invisible 

barriers to growth and predetermine the shape of community for churches across the coun-

try.” 

 Each local church, over time, collects “jars” we must break that keep us from ful-

filling God’s purpose for us.  It is not my desire to be another cookie-cutter church, but ra-

ther my hope is that we can fulfill God’s unique mission for Mountain Bible Church.   

 Please be in prayer for our church.  Pray specifically that we can identify the “jars” 

that stunt our growth so that we can remove them.  Pray that the Lord would reveal what we 

can begin to do less of so that we can do more of what He’d have us do.  Pray, not that we 

will be a big church, but that we will be a growing church.  Growing spiritually in our un-

derstanding of God’s word.  Growing in our obedience to Christ.  Growing in number as 

people make a commitment to follow God in a joyous walk with Jesus here at MBC.  Pray 

that the Lord would help us demolish any strongholds that prevent us from holding forth the 

word of Life (2 Cor. 10:3-4). 

 

Excerpt from: “Church Unique“ by Will Mancini 
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Pumpkin Patch 

 

 

Craft Booth 
If you are interested in helping 

with the Craft Booth, please 

contact 

  Debra Schmidt at 

661-972-1079 

Food Booth 

Donations 
 

Last name starting with 

A-L hotdogs and buns 

M-Z boxes of individual-size 

chips 

Pumpkin Patch 
Meeting: Oct. 6th after service 

 
We are looking for volunteers!  If 

you are available and want to help 

anytime during our Pumpkin Patch 

hours (October 13th and October 

31st) sign up in the lobby. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Linda Lichtenwaldt at 

llichtenwaldt@hotmail.com for 

more information about how you 

can help. 

 

Mon-Sat: 10 am -  6:00 pm 

Sun: 12 pm - 7 pm  

(2-Hour Shifts) 

To schedule field trips, 

please call the church 

office: 661-822-7541 

Harvest Party! 

Friday, Oct. 25th 

6-8 P.M. 
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Mission Opportunity 

    

 
but $50 can provide water for one 

person’s life.  I am asking you to 

help our team whether you donate, 

join the team, sponsor us, or even 

just send our team some encour-

agement as we challenge our-

selves. 

 

I only found out that our church is 

doing a team not too long ago and 

felt like God was nudging me to 

do this.  I guess so, because I am 

now to the contact/team captain 

for the team, which is super cool 

and super exciting.  If anyone has 

any questions on how to get in-

volved or want more information 

please fell free to reach out.” 

~Kirsten Cashdollar 

#run4water 

#worldvisionteamMBC 

Kickoff Event Sat. Oct. 5th 

9-11:30A.M. at 

Olive Knolls Church-Nazarene 

6201 Fruitvale Ave. Bakersfield, 

CA 93308 

 

Group Runs in Tehachapi start 

every Saturday on Oct. 21 through 

Feb. 29 at 8:30 A.M. at Starbucks  

300 S. Tucker Road # A 

Tehachapi, CA 93561 

 

For more info. on group runs in 

neighboring towns contact 

Kirsten. 

 

 

 

World Vision provides more clean 

water than any nongovernment 

organization in the world.  They 

work with communities around the 

world to help solve the puzzle of 

poverty-providing things like clean 

water, nutritious food, education, 

medical care, economic opportuni-

ty, and spiritual development. 

 

We are running with Team World 

Vision to help provide life-

changing clean water to children 

and communities in developing 

countries.  But this is not just for 

runners.  If you have ever wanted 

to do something about global pov-

erty, say YES.  You can do this. 

 

Team World Vision provides eve-

rything you need to cross the finish 

line: training plans, weekly email 

encouragement, fundraising guides 

and incentives, and an incredible 

race weekend experience. 

 

In Africa, there is a saying: “If you 

want to go fast, go alone.  If you 

want to go far, go together.”  Join 

us and let’s go farther together! 

(from worldvision.org) 

 

The race (half or full marathon) is 

on March 8, 2020! 

 

To join the Mountain Bible Church 

team or sponsor our team go to the 

link below: 

https://www.teamworldvision.org/

team/mountainbiblechurch 

 

For additional information, please  

contact our Team Captain, Kirsten 

Cashdollar at  

info@mountainbiblechurch.org 

Or our co-captain, Marilyn Berg. 

 

“I have decided to run a half mara-

thon!  Here is why...Our church is 

teaming up with World Vision, 

which is a non-profit organization 

that helps provide access to clean 

water to children worldwide, in 

addition to many other life saving 

things. 

 

Growing up, I have always had a 

passion for water projects  When I 

went to Haiti a few years ago I re-

member the first time we went in 

to the village we were working in 

and the water was nasty brown.  

This was the village’s only water 

and they used it for everything: 

cooking, cleaning, bathing, and 

animals were walking through it 

(and who knows what else).  Need-

less to say, many people were sick, 

which is one reason why we were 

there as a clinic.  I remember being 

in tears that night realizing we 

have access to swimming pools, 

but these little kids do not have 

access to clean water to live. 

 

Kids walk on average about 6 kilo-

meters one way to get water, and it 

is not even clean.  Along their 

walk to water they possibly face 

dangers.  So, I am challenging my-

self to run a half marathon to raise 

money for clean water through 

World Vision, that has the poten-

tial to save lives. 

 

Astonishingly, 675 million people  

do not have access to clean water,  
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Thursday August 1 from 

Our Daily Bread. 

The Bulldog and the Sprinkler 

By Adam Holz 

Most summer mornings, a delight-

ful drama plays in the park behind 

our house.  It involves a sprinkler 

and a bulldog.  About 6:30 or so, 

the sprinklers come on.  Shortly 

thereafter, Fifi the bulldog (our 

family’s name for her) arrives. 

Fifi’s owner lets her off her leash.  

The bulldog sprints with all her 

might to the nearest sprinkler, at-

tacking the stream of water as it 

douses her face.  If Fifi could eat 

the sprinkler, I think she would.  

It’s a portrait of utter exuberance, 

of Fifi’s seemingly infinite desire 

to be drenched by the liquid she 

can never get enough of. 

There are no bulldogs in the Bible, 

or sprinklers.  Yet, in a way, 

Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3 re-

minds me of Fifi.  There, Paul 

prays that the Ephesian believers 

might be filled with God’s love 

and “have power, together with all 

the Lord’s holy people, to grasp 

how wide and long and high and 

deep is the love of Christ.”  He 

prayed that we might be “filled to 

the measure of all the fullness of 

God” (vv. 18-19). 

Still today, we’re invited to 

Be sure to listen to our radio 

broadcast Teaching Truth. 

Loving Well currently on 

KERI AM Radio 1410 

Bakersfield CA. Thursdays at 

1 p.m., KGMS AM Tucson 

Sundays 9-9:30 a.m., WELP 

AM & FM Tuesdays 7:30-8 

p.m 

 
 

IT’S THAT TIME OF THE 

YEAR!  “Operation Christmas 

Child” is now in full swing and as in 

the past we are looking forward to 

touching the lives of children 

around the world that, in a tangible 

way, God loves them and so does 

His people.  Every year Mountain 

Bible Church participates in this op-

portunity to share the gospel as 

well.  Our boxes bring joy & excite-

ment to children we may never 

meet, but they also bring the oppor-

tunity to hear about a Savior who 

loves them even more.  A VBS-like 

program also goes with the boxes to 

far-away lands and children hear 

about the love of Jesus for a week 

and are given the chance to say 

“yes” to Jesus Christ.  What a bless-

ing to be a part of this endeavor! 

  

Thank you to all of you who are fill-

ing your boxes and bringing them to 

back to deliver! 

 

On Sunday Nov. 17th, our children 

will be filling their boxes during 

their Sunday School time.  If you’d 

like to help them fill their boxes that 

day just drop a gift or two from the 

list into the “Donations” box in the 

narthex.  Thank you for your gener-

osity and prayers! 

experience a God whose infinite 

love exceeds anything we can 

comprehend, that we too might 

be drenched, saturated, and ut-

terly satisfied by His goodness.  

We’re free to plunge with aban-

don, relish, and delight into a 

relationship with the One who 

alone can fill our hearts and 

lives with love, meaning, and 

purpose. 

 

How does the experience of 

plunging into waves at a beach 

symbolize the immensity of 

God’s love for you?  What bar-

riers do you think potentially 

keep you from experiencing 

God’s love? 
 

God, thank You for Your infi-

nite and satisfying love.  Please 

help us to know and experience 

the love You have for each one 

of us. 
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Herod the Great part 1 “Jewish History” 

  At the close of the book of Malachi, the last book in the Old Testament, the Jewish nation is again in 

the land of Israel after the Babylonian captivity, but they are under the domination of the great world power 

of that day, Persia and the Medo-Persian Empire.  In Jerusalem, the temple had been restored, although it 

was a much smaller building than the one that that Solomon had built and decorated in its original glory.  

Now lets fast forward 400 years to the first book of the New Testament. 

 When you open the New Testament to the Gospel of Matthew, you discover an entirely different at-

mosphere in Israel.  Rome is now the dominant power of the earth.  The Roman legions have spread through-

out the civilized world.  The center of power has shifted from the East to the West, to Rome.  Israel is still a 

puppet state but now there is a king on the throne.  But this king is the descendant of Esau instead of Jacob, 

and his name is Herod the Great.  Furthermore, the high priests who now sit in the seat of religious authority 

in the nation are no longer from the line of Aaron.  They cannot trace their descendency back to the Levitical 

Priesthood, but rather they are priesthood to whom the office is more political than religious.  The temple is 

still the center of Jewish worship, although the building has been partially destroyed and rebuilt about a half-

dozen times since the close of the Old Testament .  In the New Testament the temple is a magnificent struc-

ture that dominates Jerusalem. 

 Now, what happened in these 400 so-called “silent” years after the last of the inspired prophets spoke 

and the first of the New Testament writers began to write?  Remember there is a word in Paul’s letter to the 

Galatians that says, “When the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 

the law.” (Gal. 4:4)  In other words, the time of our Lord’s birth was God’s appointed hour, the moment for 

which God had been long preparing.  Some of the exciting preparations took place during that time of 

“silence,” however, and you will understand the New Testament much better if you understand something of 

the historic events during the time between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant.  As I started preparing 

for this second installment of this series, I realized that I needed to set the stage for the introduction of Herod 

the Great by establishing some historic precedents that we discover in the Gospels of the New Testament.  

That the Jewish religious elite, which are prominent in the Gospels, are not found in the Old Testament.  

What happened, where did they come from? 

 From the book of Daniel we see the prophecy of the Babylonian Empire, followed by the Medo-

Persian Empire, then the Greek Empire under Alexander the Great, then finally the Roman Empire.  At the 

end of the Old Testament in Malachi, Medo-Persia is still in control of Israel and the Greek Empire and Ro-

man Empire don’t exist yet.  One story that doesn’t exist in the Bible comes to us from Josephus in his Antiq-

uities (Jews, Chapter 8) in which Alexander the Great is leading his armies down into the Syrian world to-

ward Egypt.  On the way, he planned to lay siege to the city of Jerusalem.  As the victorious armies of the 

Greeks approached the city, word was brought to the Jews in Jerusalem that the armies were on their way.  

The high priest at that time was Jaddua, (who is mentioned in the book of Nehemiah).  He took the sacred 

writings of Daniel, the prophet, and accompanied by a host of other priests dressed in white garments, went 

forth to meet Alexander some distance outside the city.  Alexander leaves his army and hurried to meet this 

body of priests and when they met, he told the high priest that he had had a vision the night before in which 

God had shown him an old man, robed in a white garment, who would show him something of great signifi-

cance to himself.  According to the account, the high priest then opened the prophecies of Daniel and read 

them to Alexander.  In the prophecies, Alexander was able to see the predictions that he would become that 

notable leopard (Dan 7:6), who would come from the West and smash the power of Medo-Persia and con-

quer the world.  He was so overwhelmed by the accuracy of this prophecy and, of course, by the fact that it 

spoke about him, that he promised that he would save Jerusalem from siege, and sent the high priest back 

with honors. 

 Alexander died in 323 B.C. when he was only about 33 years old.  After his death, his empire was 

torn with dissension, because he had left no heir.  His son had been murdered earlier, so there was no one to  
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Herod the Great part 1 “Jewish History” (cont.) 

inherit the empire of Alexander.  After some 20 years of dispute, the four generals that had led Alexander’s 

armies divided his empire between them.  Two of them are particularly noteworthy to us.  One was Ptolemy, 

who gained Egypt and the northern African countries; the other was Seleucus, who gained Syria, to the 

north of Israel.  During this time Israel was annexed by Egypt, and suffered greatly at the hands of the Ptole-

mies.  Daniel was able, by prophecy, to give a very accurate and detailed account of the highlights of these 

100 years of conflict between the king of the North (Syria) and the king of the South (Egypt).  The 11th 

chapter of Daniel gives us a most amazingly accurate account of that which has long since ben fulfilled.  

The fact that the account was so accurate, scholars had a hard time believing it was a prophecy. 

 About 203 B.C., a king named Antiochus the Great came into power in Syria, to the north of Israel.  

He captured Jerusalem from the Egyptians and began the reign of Syrian power over Israel.  He had two 

sons, one of whom succeeded him and reigned only a few years.  When he died, his brother took the throne.  

This man, named Antiochus IV or Antiochus Epiphanes, became one of the most vicious and violent perse-

cutors of the Jews ever known.  In fact, he is often called the Antichrist of the Old Testament, since he ful-

fills some of the predictions of Daniel concerning the coming of one who would be “a contemptible person” 

and “a vile king.”  His name (which he modestly bestowed upon himself) means “Antiochus the Illustrious.”  

Nevertheless, some of his own court and the Jews evidently agreed more with the prophecies of Daniel, and 

they changed two letters in his title from Epiphanes to Epipames, which means “the mad man.” 

 His first act was to depose the high priest in Jerusalem, thus ending the long line of succession of the 

Levitical Priesthood, beginning with Aaron and his sons.  Onias the Third was the last of the hereditary line 

of Levitical priests.  Antiochus Epiphanes sold the priesthood to Jason, who was not of the priestly line.  Ja-

son, in turn, was tricked by his younger brother Menelaus, who purchased the priesthood and then sold the 

golden vessels of the temple.  Under Antiochus’ reign, the city of Jerusalem and all the religious rites of the 

Jews began to deteriorate as they came fully under the power of the Syrian king. 

 In 171 B.C. Antiochus invaded Egypt and once again Israel was caught in the center of rivalry be-

tween the Ptolemies and Seleucuses.  Israel is the most fought-over country in the world, and Jerusalem is 

the most captured city in all history.  It has been pillaged, ravished, burned and destroyed more than 27 

times in its history. 

 While Antiochus was in Egypt, it was reported that he had been killed in battle, and Jerusalem re-

joiced.  The people organized a revolt and overthrew Menelaus, the pseudo-priest.  When report reached 

Antiochus (who was very much alive in Egypt) that Jerusalem was delighted at the report of his death, he 

organized his armies and swept like fury back across the land, falling upon Jerusalem with terrible venge-

ance.  He overturned the city, regained his power, and guided by the treacherous Menelaus, intruded into the 

very Holy of Holies in the temple itself.  Some 40,000 people were slain in three days of fighting during this 

time.  When he forced his way into the Holy of Holies, he destroyed the scrolls of the law and took a pig 

and offered it upon the sacred altar.  Then with a broth made from the flesh of this unclean animal, he sprin-

kled everything in the temple, thus completely defiling and violating the sanctuary.  The Jews were appalled 

that anything like this could ever happen to their sacred temple. 

 It was the act of defiling the temple which is referred to by the Lord Jesus as the “desolating sacri-

lege” which Daniel had predicted (Matt. 24:15), and which also became a sign of the coming desolation of 

the temple when Antichrist himself will enter the temple, call himself God, and thus defile the temple in that 

time.  As we know from the New Testament, that still lies in the future. 

 Daniel the prophet had said the sanctuary would be polluted for 2300 days. (Dan 8:14)  In exact ac-

cordance with that prophecy, it was exactly 2300 days-six and a half years-before the temple was cleansed.  

It was cleansed under the leadership of a man now famous in Jewish history, Judas Maccabaeus.  He was 

one of the priestly line who, with his father and four brothers, rose up in revolt against the Syrian king.  

They captured the attention of the Israelites, summoned them to follow them into battle, and in a series of  
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Herod the Great part 1 “Jewish History” (cont.) 

 pitched battles in which they were always an overwhelming minority, overthrew the power of the Syrian 

kings, captured Jerusalem, and cleansed the temple.  The day they cleansed the temple was named the Day 

of Dedication, and it occurred on the 25th day of December.  On that date Jews still celebrate the Feast of 

Dedication (Hanukah) each year. 

 Next month we will continue this Jewish history lesson and meet Herod the Great. 

 

By Jerry Henry 

Excerpts from House of Herod, virtualreligion.net, gotquestions.org, livius.org and reasonabletheology.org 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Support our local Salvation 

Army by providing warmth 

to children in our communi-

ty in need.  Donate old, gen-

tly-used coats now through 

Oct. 30th. 

MARK 209 

All the way from Nashville, 

Mark 209 will be with us on 

Oct. 6th. at 10AM. Come join 

us for this delightful time of 

worship and laughter at 

Mountain Bible Church.   

Check them out at:   

http://mark209.com/  

http://mark209.com/
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Choose your Fall/Spring Bible study - or come to all! 

  
Five Views on the Law and Gospel 
 

Beginning Wednesday, Nov. 6th and running 5 weeks.  

 

Do the Law and the Gospel belong to two separate dispensations? Has 

the Gospel replaced the Law? What is the relevance of the Old Testa-

ment Law to our lives as Christians? Is there continuity between it and 

what Christ expects of us in the Gospel? It is no secret that Christians 

have differed widely on these questions. This book explores five major 

approaches to this important biblical topic that have developed in 

Protestant circles. Each of the five authors presents his particular per-

spective on the issue and responds to the other four. 

Show Them No Mercy: 4 Views on God and 

Canaanite Genocide 
 

Beginning Jan. 8th and running 4 weeks. 

 

A discussion of various contemporary evangelical views of genocide 

in the Old Testament. Christians are often shocked to read that Yah-

weh, the God of the Israelites, commanded the total destruction―all 

men, women, and children―of the ethnic group known as the Canaan-

ites. This seems to contradict Jesus’ command in the New Testament 

to love your enemies and do good to all people. How can Yahweh be 

the same God as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ? What does geno-

cide in the Bible have to do with the politics of the 21st century? 

Four Views on Hell (2016 second edition) 
 

Beginning Feb. 12th and running 4 weeks.  

 

Recent years have seen much controversy regarding hell: Do we go to 

heaven or hell when we die? Or do we cease to exist? Are believers 

and unbelievers ultimately saved in the end? 

This second edition of Four Views on Hell, featuring all new contribu-

tors, highlights why the church still needs to wrestle with the doctrine 

of hell. In the familiar counterpoints format, four leading scholars in-

troduce us to the current views on eternal judgment, with particular 

attention being given to the new voices that have entered the debate. 
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Choose your Fall/Spring Bible study - or come to all! (cont.) 

  
 

Two Views on Women in Ministry 
 

Beginning March 18th and running 4 weeks.  

 

What does the Bible say about women’s roles in the 

church? With pros and cons on either side of a heated, on-

going debate, no definitive conclusions have emerged. This 

book furnishes you with a clear and thorough presentation 

of the two primary views on women in ministry so you can 

better understand each one’s strengths, weaknesses, and 

complexities. Each view—egalitarian (equal ministry op-

portunity for both genders) and complementarian (ministry 

roles differentiated by gender)—is represented by two con-

tributors 

Coffee with the Pastor 
 

Where: in Pastor’s office 

When: 8-9 A.M. 

 

 

The next one is on 

Monday, October 14th! 

 

 

 

Prayer Teams 

 

If you would like to 

be on a prayer team 

for after service, 

please contact Greg 

& Sharon Gerard at 

321-394-5714 
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Mountain Bible Church supports 

the following foreign and local 

missionaries:

 

Matthew & Kelly Mendoza 

Caleb & Laura Cook 

Austin & Heather Surls 

Max & Karen Hatfield 

Good News Clubs 

Family Life Pregnancy Center 

The Mission at Kern  

Gideon's International 

Bible Society of Egypt 

 
 

Wednesday Nights  

Family Worship 

 
Beginning on September at 6 PM 

Followed by Bible Study led by 

Pastor Chris 

 

The Summit (Youth Group)  

6-7:30 PM. 

& 

Children’s  

Ministry 

6-7P.M. 

 

Campus Bible 

Studies 

For Fall 
 

Thursdays 9:45-11 AM Women’s Bible Study  

 

Wednesday 9-10 AM The Book of James with 

Jerry Henry 

 

Sunday 8:30-9:30 AM The Book of Acts with 

Jerry Henry 

 

For information regarding our home group Bible     

Studies please contact the church office. 

 

If you are in 6th-12th grade and would like to serve in Crawlers & 

Climbers and Lil’ Campers on Sunday mornings, please contact Sara 

Frost at  

kidsminmountainbc@gmail.com 

Youth Group Game 

Night 

“No Batteries Required” 
On Friday, Oct. 11th  6-9 P.M. 

in the youth pod. 

Bring card or board games that 

you would like to play!  We 

will plan to have food and 

snacks!  Invite your 

friends.  Looking forward to 

this time of fellowship and 

fun.  Please let us know if you 

are coming, so we can plan 

food accordingly.  RSVP to 

kirsty1633@gmail.com 

If you have any questions feel 

free to contact us. 

~Daniel & Kirsten Cashdollar 



Birthdays: 

10-03 Colleen Machynia 

10-05 Therese Pridgen 

10-06 Robert Krieger 

10-08 Brooke Elizabeth Boyd 

10-10 Sara Frost 

10-11 Patty Mosher 

10-15 Janet Smith 

10-21 Margie Williams 

10-23 Sue Montgomery 

10-25 Dot Gillies 

10-29 Marlene Capron 
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For Help and Answers 
 

Do You Need? 

 Transportation to your doctor? 

 A meal delivered? 

 A visit at home or in the hospital? 

 Or Communion delivered to your home? 

 

Call the church office ………………(661) 822-7541 

Or email the office at info@mountainbiblechurch.org 

 

Also call the office for the following: 

Name or address change, Counseling information, Child Dedication Services, Membership/Baptism, Student 

Ministries 

Can you help with any of the following? 

 

 Providing transportation? 

 Delivering a meal? 

 Providing a visit? 

Hope Coffee is coming to Bible Church in October! 
Get your cup before service each Sunday morning!  The purpose of 

HOPE Coffee is to share the gospel through the local church in Hon-

duras, Mexico, and Africa. 100% of our profits go toward servant-

evangelism projects in Honduras and Mexico, where national mission-

aries team up with the local church to use the funds to reach out to the 

community in order to share the gospel. The Honduran and Mexican 

churches share the gospel with people in their community as they 

work together to build homes, roofs, water storage systems and clean 

water filters, to name a few. Every year many Honduran and Mexican 

people come to Christ through these servant evangelism projects. We 

also partner with Compassion Tea, who uses 100% of net profits to support medical 

missions throughout rural Africa through the CompassioNow Foundation.  

 

Randy and Ginger Whitehead will be leading this ministry! 

Anniversaries: 

10-15 Eric and Diana Parker 

 



630 Maple Street 

Tehachapi, CA 93561 

Phone: 661-822-7541 

www.mountainbiblechurch.org 

E-mail: info@mountainbiblechurch.org 
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