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     The earliest evidence we have for the synagogue appears in the third century B.C.E in 

some inscriptions in Ptolemaic Egypt and are called προσευχή, meaning prayer.  There 

could have been up to 480 synagogues in Jerusalem before A.D. 70.  Prayer wasn’t the only 

function of the synagogue; it was also called “a house of learning.” 

     A “synagogue” located in a public building did not exist until the third century in Pales-

tine.  Prior to the third century, synagogues were located in private locations and homes.  It 

provided the Jewish people a place to worship God without a temple, both before Herod’s 

temple began construction and after it was destroyed.  In Luke 7:5 it is said a centurion 

helped build the synagogue.  This probably means he financially contributed to the con-

struction or add-on to someone’s home for the purpose of a meeting place.  The first century 

Jews, like the first century church, didn’t meet in a “building” per se but rather an add-on to 

someone’s home or “next door” to a home (Acts 18:7).  It is possible that the crowded home 

in Mark 2:1-12 where Jesus heals the paralytic was used as a synagogue (See also Matt 9:1-

8; Luke 5:17-26). 

     At one point a synagogue official named Jairus approached Jesus and asked him to heal 

his little daughter.  Jesus traveled with the man to his home and healed his daughter (Matt 

9:18; Mark 5:22, 35, 36, 38; Luke 8:41, 49).  It is entirely plausible that Jairus’ house was 

the location of the synagogue and would explain why so many people were there.  Other 

texts seem to allude this as well.  In Mark 1:29 after they had come out of the synagogue, 

they came into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John (see also Luke 4:38).  

One distinctive of the synagogue compared to other pagan organizations (trade associations, 

clubs) is that men, women, and children were included.  In this sense the synagogue was 

welcoming to the family.  Here the people would devout themselves to the study of the law, 

prayer, and following their traditions. 

     The book of Acts teaches us that the Law of Moses was read in the synagogues (Acts 

15:21).  Acts 13:15 teaches us that the prophets were read in conjunction to the Torah.  In 

the same passage, we learn that after the reading of Scripture a word of exhortation was giv-

en.  In this instance, Paul and his companions are asked if they have a word of exhortation 

for the people in the synagogue.  This was also a place where there was public debate.  Paul 

is said to have been “reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and God-fearers…” (17:17; 

18:4; 18:26; 19:8). 

     Another role of the synagogue was to administer justice.  This is seen in Acts 22:19, and 

2 Cor 11:24 where Paul was disciplined by the Jews in the synagogues.  Jesus taught his dis-

ciples that they would be handed over to the courts and scourged in their synagogues (Matt 

10:17; 23:24; Mark 13:9; Luke 4:28; 12:11; 13:14; 21:12; Acts 18:17; 22:19; 26:11).  It is 

predicted that the synagogue would become antagonistic to Jesus and his followers.  We see 
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this development of animosity in 

the gospels and in the book of Acts.  

John teaches that it was a common 

practice of the synagogue to 

ostracize whose who didn’t play by 

the rules (John 9:22; 12:42; 16:2). 

     Jesus began his ministry in 

Galilee by teaching in their 

synagogues (as did Paul in the 

book of Acts).  His message was 

the gospel of the kingdom and he 

demonstrated his royal power by 

healing every kind of disease and 

sickness among the people (Matt 

4:17; 9:35; 12:9; 13:54; Mark 1:21, 

23, 29, 39; 3:1; 6:2; Luke 4:33, 38; 

4:44; 6:6; 13:10; John 18:20). 

     Jesus was very harsh on the 

practices of hypocrites in the 

synagogues.  In his famous Sermon 

on the Mount he tells his disciples 

not to do as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues.  Two things are 

insinuated as happening regularly 

in the synagogue in this sermon: 

Benevolence, and prayer.  Jesus 

instructs not to make a show of it 

when someone gives to the poor in 

the synagogues, and not to make a 

show of it when one stands to pray 

in the synagogues (Matt 6:2, 5; 

23:6; Mark 12:29; Luke 4:15; 4:16; 

4:20; 11:43; 20:46). 

     What about the role of women 

in the synagogues?  A number of 

sources teach us that women 

regularly attended the synagogue.  

Women and men were not 

segregated until the Middle Ages.  

Jesus even healed a crippled 

woman as he was teaching in a 

synagogue (Luke 13:10-17).  

Inevitably, this is where Paul met 

the women who helped him on his 

journey.  In Acts 16:12-13 Paul 

met Lydia at “a place of prayer” 

located outside and he sat there and 

talked with the women who were 

gathered.  Luke tells us that there 

were “a number of leading women 

whom Paul came into contact with 

at the synagogue (Acts 17:4). 

     Often times the appeal to an 

absence of women in the 

synagogue is made to explain 1 

Tim 2:12 where Paul forbids a 

woman to teach.  Since women 

were not allowed in the place of 

worship alongside of men, they 

were “un-learned,” and therefore 

should not teach.  This isn’t the 

case at all.  However this problem 

text is interpreted, an appeal to the 

forbiddance of women in the 

synagogues is not a solution.  

Simply put, men and women and 

children worshipped in the 

synagogue right along side each 

other. 

     There are at least 20 inscriptions 

from Jewish synagogues that name 

women as prominent members and 

leaders in Jewish communities.  

One author concludes, “Is it 

possible that Jesus’ special concern 

for women among his followers 

and the presence of women among 

the leaders of early Christian 

churches is tied to the role that 

women sometimes played in the 

Jewish synagogue?” 

     It is likely that women 

participated in liturgical roles of 

the synagogue.  A source found in 

the Tosefta invites women to do the 

reading of the Scriptures.  There is 

some ambiguity in the source, 

however, it is plausible to think 

that in the second century Palestine 

women were permitted to 

participate in the liturgy.  Twenty-

nine percent of over one hundred 

benefactors of synagogues were 

women.  Since so many women 

were benefactors they may have 

held official roles in the leadership 

of the synagogue.  Even the term 

“archisynagogue” is ascribed to 

three women and all three come 

from the area of the Aegean and 

Asia Minor, which accounts for ten 

percent of the total number of 

people as identified by this ruling 

title. 

    Against common misconception, 

women were not segregated in the 

synagogues.  It is likely that there 

were certain regions where 

synagogues were located where 

women were asked to read the 

Scriptures during the service.  This 

is probably in proportion with the 

surrounding culture.  Although 

there is evidence that may suggest 

that women held leadership roles in 

worship services, the verdict is still 

inconclusive.  However, it is 

insightful that the segregation did 

not begin with the first century 

church, but rather grew over time.  

What is clear is the high value that 

Jesus and Paul put on the women in 

ministry.  What we do know is that 

Jesus worshipped in synagogues 

alongside of women and even 

healed one from her sickness in 

that very synagogue, and the day 

he did this was on the sacred 

Sabbath!  The church followed this 

same tradition in its early stages, 

for Luke writes, “These all with 

one mind were continually 

devoting themselves to prayer, 

along with the women, and Mary 

the mother if Jesus, and with His 

brothers” (Acts 1:14). 
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From childhood we are taught 

how to succeed in the world of 

ungrace.  “You get what you pay 

for.”  “The early bird gets the 

worm.”  I know these rules well 

because I live by them.  I work for 

what I earn; I like to win; I insist 

on my rights.  I want people to get 

what they deserve. 

 

But Jesus’ parables about grace 

teach a radically different concept.  

In Matthew 18, no one could accu-

mulate a debt as huge as the serv-

ant did (vv.23-24).  This under-

scores the point: The debt is unfor-

givable.  Nevertheless, the master 

let the servant off scot-free.  The 

more I reflect on Jesus’ parables 

proclaiming grace, the more 

tempted I am to apply the word 

atrocious to describe the mathe-

matics of the gospel.  I believe Je-

sus gave us these stories to call us 

to step completely outside our tit-

for-tat world of ungrace and enter 

into God’s realm of infinite grace. 

If I care to listen, I hear a loud 

whisper from the gospel that I did 

not get what I deserved.  I de-

served punishment and got for-

giveness.  I deserved wrath and 

got love.  I deserved debtor’s pris-

on and got instead a clean credit 

history.  I deserved stern lectures 

and crawl-on-you-knees repent-

ance.  Instead, I got a banquet 

spread for me. 

 

By Philip Yancey 

Be sure to listen to our radio 

broadcast Teaching Truth. 

Loving Well currently on 

KERI AM Radio 1410 

Bakersfield CA. Thursdays at 

1 p.m., KGMS AM Tucson 

Sundays 9-9:30 a.m., WELP 

AM & FM Tuesdays 7:30-8 

p.m 

Fall Wednesday Nite Bible 

Study “Experience That De-

mands a Verdict” taught by 

Pastor Frost from Sept. 4th-

Oct. 16th.  How to articulate 

your faith to a skeptical 

world. 
For more than 40 years, Evidence 

That Demands a Verdict has con-

vinced skeptics of the Bible’s relia-

bility, helped believers articulate 

their faith, ad given them the vital 

facts they need to defend God’s 

Word and lead others to faith in 

Jesus. 

In this video Bible study, based on 

the completely updated and ex-

panded classic, Josh and his son, 

Sean, focus on Jesus and the Gos-

pels.  Learn how the books of the 

New Testament came into being 

and why you can be sure they are 

historically reliable.  Examine why 

the claims Jesus made about him-

self are true, how he fulfilled Old 

Testament prophecies about him-

self, and how we can know the res-

urrection took place. 

This study is for anyone who  has 

ever been stumped by arguments 

against Christianity or the Bible-or 

has wondered for themselves if the 

Bible’s depiction of Jesus is true and 

not just a made-up fairytale. 

 

The Evidence That Demands a Ver-

dict Study Guide includes video 

notes and  discussion questions for 

groups and individuals and between

-session exercises for personal ap-

plication. 

Sessions include: 

1. Why is Evidence Important for 

Faith? 

2. Is There Such a Thing as Truth? 

3. Is the New Testament Reliable? 

4. Did Jesus Actually Rise from 

the Dead? 

5. Did Jesus Claim to Be God? 

6. How Do We Know the Bible is 

Accurate? 

Go to Amazon.com and pre-

order your text book and study 

guide.  The text book you want 

was published in 2018 and the 

workbook will be published in 

July 2019. 
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How Many People Named Herod are in the New Testament (Introduction) 

  This is a question that I have been asked many times, the latest is a few weeks ago when my wife 

asked during our study in the Book of Acts on Sunday morning.  So during the next few months of the Mes-

senger, I will attempt to give you everything you wanted to know about Herod, his sons, grandsons, and great 

grandson.  This material comes from my own notes and various websites that I will list at the end of each ar-

ticle. 

 The name Herod is mentioned nearly 50 times in the New Testament, but Scripture is not speaking of 

just one man.  There are actually six Herods mentioned in the Gospels and Book of Acts.  Two, Archelaus 

and Phillip, are briefly mentioned while the other four play prominent roles in the New Testament.  Their 

prominence in both secular history and within the Biblical narrative makes understanding the history of the 

Herodians important to better understanding the New Testament times. 

 In this first of at least three articles, I will give you a brief overview and delve into each of them sepa-

rately in much more detail. 

Herod the Great (37 B.C. - 4 B.C.) 

Herod the Great was a ruler of Judea during the Roman period.  Despite being of Idumean decent (from 

Edom, south of the Dead Sea), Herod became appointed as a ruler by the Roman authorities.  The fact that he 

was a non-Jew, along with his notably cruel manner of ruling, made him largely distrusted and resented by 

the Jewish people. 

Herod the Great will remain infamous for his cruelty in slaughtering the children of Bethlehem (Matthew 

2:16-17).  At this point you’re thinking “Wait a minute, how can he be around after Christ’s birth if he died 

in 4 B.C.?”  I was asked that same question just a few weeks ago and the answer may surprise you. 

Our calendar is broken into B.C. (Before Christ) and A.D. (anno Domini, the year of our Lord).  Shouldn’t 

that mean Jesus was born in year one (since we don’t count year zero)?  In the 6th Century a monk named 

Dionysius did his best to calculate when Christ was born. 

He used Scripture an the historical information available to him and calculated that Jesus was born in the 

753rd year of the Roman Empire.  So that year was redubbed “A.D. 1.”  However, information would even-

tually come to light, which showed that well-intentioned monk made some errors.  By analyzing new infor-

mation related to the chronological markers provided in Scripture, scholars were able to see that Jesus was 

born a few years later than initially thought.  Many scholars say Jesus was born between 5 and 6 B.C.  Alt-

hough the Gospel writers did not focus primarily on preserving a precise chronological history of Jesus’ life 

and ministry, we can still approximate some key dates by comparing historical markers with passages of 

Scripture. 
Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of all the inhabited earth.  
2This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  3And everyone was on his way to regis-

ter for the census, each to his own city.  4Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, 

to the city of David, which is called Bethlehen, because he was of the house and family of David, 5in order to reg-

ister along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child.  Luke 2:1-5 

This familiar passage from the Gospel of Luke states that these events took place when Quirinius was gover-

nor of Syria.  While there is some scholarly debate on the matter, many date Quirinius’ declaration of the 

census in 8 B.C. and believe that it would have taken, at least, a couple of years for the decree to be executed. 

Additionally, we know from Matthew 2:1-23 that Herod sought to have the child spoken of by the Magi 

killed.  Jesus’ family fled to Egypt and lived there until Herod died.  So we know that Jesus had to be born 

before the death of Herod, and historical evidence suggests that Herod the Great died in 4 B.C. 

There is further evidence when John the Baptist begins his ministry; 
Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, And Her-

od was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 

Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, 2in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 

John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness.  Luke 3:1-2 
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This passage references the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius, which began when he became co-emperor 

with Augustus in A.D. 11.  That would place the 15th year of his reign at A.D. 26, which helps us under-

stand when John began his ministry.  From here, we can look to Scripture for an indication of how long Je-

sus’ earthly ministry lasted before His crucifixion.  When He began His ministry, Jesus Himself was 

about thirty years of age...Luke 3:23.  The Gospel of Luke tells us that Jesus was roughly 30 when he be-

gan His ministry.  John’s Gospel mentions at least three Passovers during the ministry of Christ (John 2:23; 

6:4; 12:1).  This indicates that His earthly ministry lasted at least two years and very likely lasted almost 

three full years.  So if Jesus’ ministry began when He was baptized by John around A.D. 26 and lasted for 

roughly three years before He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, we can estimate that Jesus’ death and res-

urrection occurred around A.D. 29-30. 

Now after that detour lets get back to Herod.  After Herod’s death his sons Archelaus, Herod Antipas, and 

Herod Philip, would split control of Palestine. 

Herod Archelaus (23 B.C. - 18 A.D.) 

As an ethnarch (a non-king in charge of an ethnic group in a region) Archelaus was in charge of Judea, Sa-

maria, and Idumea.  However, Archelaus did not remain in power for long.  He only held his post from 4 

B.C. until being deposed in A.D. 6, hen the Jews requested that Caesar Augustus replace him.  Even so, 

Archelaus did influence the history of the New Testament.  It was fear about his reign in Judea that prompt-

ed Joseph, Mary, and Jesus to live in Galilee rather than in Judea (Matthew 2:22). 

Herod Antipas (Before 20 B.C. - 39 A.D.) 

Herod Antipas became the tetrarch of Galilee and Perea from 4 B.C. to A.D. 39, meaning he was one of four 

appointed regional rulers.  He is seen in the New Testament to have been rebuked by John the Baptist for 

taking the wife of his half-brother, Philip (Mark 6:17-20).  Antipas had John beheaded to fulfill an oath 

sworn to his daughter (Mark 6:20-29) and later worries that Jesus is John the Baptist back from the dead 

(Matthew 14:1-12).  Despite this misunderstanding, the Gospel of Luke records that Herod Antipas was in-

terested in seeing Jesus perform a miracle, and was pleased to have had Christ brought before him by His 

accusers (Luke 23:7-12).  However, Jesus performed no miracles nor answered any questions and was sent 

on to Pontius Pilate.  Antipas was not a strong ruler, and was eventually exiled to modern France, then 

known as Gaul. 

Herod Agrippa I (12 B.C. - 44 A.D.) 

The Herodian line was carried on by Herod Agrippa I and II.  Herod Agrippa I was the grandson of Herod 

the Great and also took the name of King Herod.  His corruption landed him in prison in Rome, but his 

friendship with Caligula restored him to power.  Agrippa sought to maintain good standing with the Jewish 

people, ultimately gaining the respect of both the Sadducees and Pharisees.  He appears in the New Testa-

ment in Acts 12:1-3 when he has James killed and Peter imprisoned.  He is eventually struck down for fail-

ing to give glory to God (Acts 12:21-23). 

Herod Agrippa II (27 A.D. - 100 A.D.) 

Once old enough, Herod Agrippa II took power from the corrupt procurators holding his place.  He would 

be the last of the Herodians to rule over Palestine, dying around A.D. 100.  Seen in Acts 25-26, it is Agrippa 

II who famously remarks to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?” to which Paul 

replied, “Whether short or long, I would to God that not only you but also all who hear me this day might 

become such as I am - except for these chains” (Acts 26:28-29).  Agrippa II found no fault in Paul worthy of 

his imprisonment, and remarked that he could have been let go if only he had not appealed to make his case 

before Caesar (Acts 26:32). 

 

By Jerry Henry 

Excerpts from: House of Herod, virtualreligion.net, gotquestions.org, livius.org, and reasonabletheology.org 
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Events and Announcements 

The Messenger 

  

Mountain Bible Church supports 

the following foreign and local 

missionaries:

 

Matthew & Kelly Mendoza 

Caleb & Laura Cook 

Austin & Heather Surls 

Max & Karen Hatfield 

Good News Clubs 

Family Life Pregnancy Center 

The Mission at Kern  

Gideon's International 

Bible Society of Egypt 

 
 

Wednesday Nights  

Family Worship 
Beginning on September 4th at 6 PM 

Followed by Bible Study led by 

Pastor Chris 

 

The Summit 

(Youth Group)  

6-7:30 PM. 

& 

Children’s  

Ministry 

6-7P.M. 

*The Summit will not meet until Sept. 

11th 

 

Campus Bible 

Studies 

For Fall 
 

Thursdays 9:45-11 AM Women’s Bible Study  

 

Friday 9:30-10:30 AM The Book of James with 

Jerry Henry 

 

Sunday 8:30-9:30 AM The Book of Acts with Jerry 

Henry 

 

For information regarding our home group Bible     

Studies please contact the church office. 

 

If you are in 6th-12th grade 

and would like to serve in 

Crawlers & Climbers and 

Lil’ Campers on Sunday 

mornings, please contact 

Sara Frost at  

kidsminmountainbc 

@gmail.com 

CHURCH MEETING  

Sunday, Sept. 15th after service 

Vote on new Church By-Laws 

Join us Sunday, 

September 15th for 

lunch after service 

in celebration of 

Mountain Bible 

Church’s  

48th Anniversary. 

 

If you are in 6th-12th grade and 

would like to serve in Crawlers 

& Climbers and Lil’ Campers on 

Sunday mornings, please contact 

Sara Frost at  

kidsminmountainbc@gmail.com 

Pumpkin Patch 
We are looking for volunteers!  If 

you are available and want to help 

anytime during our Pumpkin Patch 

hours (October 13th and October 

31st) sign up in the lobby. 

 

 

 

 

Contact Linda Lichtenwaldt at 

llichtenwaldt@hotmail.com for 

more information about how you 

can help. 

 

Mon-Sat: 10 am -  6:00 pm 

Sun: 12 pm - 7 pm  

(2-Hour Shifts) 



Birthdays: 

9-02  Sophia Bunch 

9-07  Terrie Boston 

9-08  Ed Weston 

9-12  Betsy Conklin 

9-18  Diana Eloff 

9-28  Sandy Hicks 

9-29  Marilyn Berg, Dae Lantz IV 
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For Help and Answers 
 

Do You Need? 

 Transportation to your doctor? 

 A meal delivered? 

 A visit at home or in the hospital? 

 Or Communion delivered to your home? 

 

Call the church office ………………(661) 822-7541 

Or email the office at info@mountainbiblechurch.org 

 

Also call the office for the following: 

Name or address change, Counseling information, Child Dedication Services, Membership/Baptism, Student 

Ministries 

Can you help with any of the following? 

 

 Providing transportation? 

 Delivering a meal? 

 Providing a visit? 

Anniversaries: 

9-01  Jerry and Linda Harris 

9-09  Daniel & Kirsten Cashdollar 

9-10  Dr. Sam & Betsy Conklin 

 

FREE Suicide Awareness Training: Hosted by Ad-

ventist Health-Sept. 5th at 6 PM  

@ Aspen Builder’s Inc. Activity Center, 410 W. D 

Street Education on how to recognize warning signs 

and suicidal communications of people in trouble to 

offer hope and act to prevent a possible tragedy. 



630 Maple Street 

Tehachapi, CA 93561 

Phone: 661-822-7541 

www.mountainbiblechurch.org 

E-mail: info@mountainbiblechurch.org 
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